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We are celebrating F. A. Lange's 200* birthday. 
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ANNIVERSARY 
F. A.LANGE 

FOUNDER OF SAXON FINE WATCHMAKING 



F. A. Lange devoted his entire life to perfecting the mechanical watch. 
His outstanding achievements include the introduction of the metric 
system to precision watchmaking, which led to the development of 
more accurate measuring instruments. He invented pioneering designs 



and thus laid the foundation for improved precision in the production 
of components. Moreover, his courageous decision to establish a 
watch manufactory in the impoverished Ore Mountains gave the 
whole region a new perspective. Today, we also passionately pursue 



Sincere Fine Watches: 

Suria KLCC Shopping Centre Tel: (60) 3 21 66 2181 • Pavilion Kuala Lumpur Tel: (60) 3 2141 8418 



By devoting every minute to our watches. 





GLASHXiTTE 



I/SA 



the perfection of every watch down to the smallest detail - from the 
design to the finissage of every single component. Accordingly, the 
balance spring of the Langematik Perpetual was specially developed 
to match its movement and crafted at the Lange manufactory. A new 



mechanism instantaneously advances the outsize date exactly at 
midnight. In addition, reliable stability of the movement is assured by 
the traditional three-quarter plate - an accomplishment of our acclaimed 
role model in watchmaking, F. A. Lange, www.alange-soehne.com 
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Combjning horological complexity with modem luxury, the Vanguard Tourbillon displays an 
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SINCERE HAUTE HORLOGERIE | #02-17/18 
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FIRST 



H2 I FULL GUN 



HYT is the first timepiece ever to combine mechanical and liquid 
engineering. H2, unique Swiss technology and movement made 
in cooperation with Audemars Piguet Renaud & Papi - manual 
winding and 8-day power-reserve - driving a unique high-tech 
fluidic technology. HYT - a new dawn in watchmaking. 
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+65 6221 1788 
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MORE MILES 

The great outdoors, freedom and adventure are the highest callings 
for the TUDOR Fastrider Chrono, the most recent manifesjation 
of TUDOR’S partnership with legendary motorcycle manufacturer 
Ducati. Inspired by the free spirit of the famous Scrambler motorbike, 
this new chronograph is a traveling companion that is both technical 
and joyful. 



TUDOR 



Self-winding mechanical movement, waterproof to 150 m, 42 mm 
steel case, ceramic bezel. Visit tudorwatch.com and explore more. 






EDITOR’S NOTE 



TO BUY OR NOT TO BUY, 
THAT IS THE QUESTION 



E very time I close an issue of WOW, I take a holiday - 
sometimes a short, solo trip around the region, and 
occasionally a longish sojourn to another continent. I 
enjoy variety, and I believe there's more to travelling than empty 
consumerism, so it's important for me to constantly seek out new 
destinations. Yet, as a scuba diver, I often return to my favourite 
dive spots in Indonesia, and this is when I am reminded of the still- 
persistent horotogical conundrum that I don't have a suitable watch 
for such a trip. That's right, I don't have a dive watch. Everything else 
- diving suit, regulator, BCD, fins, etc - is ready and raring to go, but 
when I look down at my wrist, alt I see is my Suunto Zoop. 

Why do I need a proper dive watch? If you're wondering, no, it's 
unlikely I'll take it underwater. So, what rote would such a timepiece 
fulfil? Well, think about when I'm above sea level. The Suunto tells 
the time, but I wouldn't fancy lugging it around from the cafe to the 
beach or the shops; it's clunky! Despite the sleeker, niftier D4 and D6 
models, I'd much rather put on a mechanical watch, but one that is 
scratchproof, lightweight, and still sporty in design. So for my benefit, 
and yours as well, our features writer Jamie Tan has compiled a 
tasteful selection of dive watches suitable for underwater pursuits or 
a relaxed beach holiday on pg. 114, as well as another seven other 
popular vacation types. Take your pick from the year's latest models 
and see how they're just right for that year-end vacay. 

Our autumn issue wouldn't be complete without high 
complications, and this time round, we have split this captivating world 
into two. On the one hand, we look closely at the traditional Big Five: 
Tourbillons, repeaters, perpetual calendars, chronographs, and the 



ultra-thin. On the other, we place all that's avant-garde under the loupe 
- we're talking concept watches and new solutions to old problems in 
watchmaking. So evolved is the luxury modern watchmaking that we 
now have a choice of staying old school or chasing the next big new 
thing. Horizontally coupled versus vertical clutch chronographs are 
just one of the many dichotomies explored. 

This quarter is really shaping up to be extremely exciting, 
especially for watch connoisseurs. Apart from A Journey Through 
Time happening in November, a host of exhibitions took place 
around the region, including the Panerai History and Legend and 
the Vacheron Constantin Voyage & Ornaments exhibitions in nearby 
Singapore, not forgetting the recent Hublot pop-up store in August, 
which was the brand's largest one ever. Of course, then there will be 
Watches & Wonders as well as Franck Muller's WPHH in Hong Kong. 
So many horology-themed events to fill your calendar - who ever said 
that watches are boring? 

Enjoy the issue. o 
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« Details make perfection, 
and perfection is not a detail » 

Leonardo da Vinci 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTE 



TIME FLIES WHEN 
YOU'RE HAVING FUN 



W e are well into the third quarter of a most eventful 2015. However, 
the two huge watch fairs that are the SIHH and BaselWorld for 
this year have yet to be forgotten as the local distributors and 
retailers have been busy receiving the newly produced timepieces and bringing 
them to our local stores. 

Nevertheless, with the weakening of the Ringgit, it inadvertently brings 
more tourist dollars to our shores and already, our retailers are gearing up for 
the influx of visitors. No doubt, many will spend a pretty penny at the watch 
shops. It has already been stated that Malaysia will be a true battleground for 
watches this year and we have no reason to doubt it. The greater competition 
will inevitably be good for the customers, as they will have greater choices 
when it comes to brands and timepieces. 

With all that is happening around us, our Kuala Lumpur office has been 
beefing up its headcount. As we welcome our new team members, we hope, 
moving forward, to not only serve our readers better, but also strengthen our 
relations with our esteemed clients and partners. We are confident of our 
ability to continue playing an important role in bridging our readers with our 
clients, as we strive to improve our reportage in print as well as on the digital 
front. It is our goal to not only bring you watch related news, but also brand 
stories as we delve into the histories of the watch brands. Another prime 
objective we continue to strive upon is the effort to bring forth more Malaysian 
flavoured stories. Please continue to support us and give us your brickbats and 
bouquets. Our team has once again produced a strong issue with high quality 
articles that have become our DNA. 

We wish to remind our readers that we also have a strong online 
presence that is www.watchwow.com as well as on Instagram @watchwowmy. 

With these platforms, we hope to be able to convey information to our 
fans and readers without them having to wait for the next issue. Thank you 
all and we will meet again in the next issue, where we will feature the latest 
stories from the Watches and Wonders 2015 fair in Hong Kong. o 



Kelvin Tan, Associate Publisher 
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RACING IN STYLE, ^ooo 

WORLD SPONSOR AND OFFIOIAL TIMEKEEPER SINCE 1988. MIGLIA 



MILLE MIGLIA GTS POWER GONTROL (168566-3001). GHOPARD MOVEMENT, CALIBRE 01.08-C 
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COVER WATCH 



TEUTONIC FERVOUR 

Redolent of German watchmaking history, yet proffering the best of today s technology, 
A. Lange &c Sohne s Saxonia Dual Time bridges the past and present 

WORDS KELVIN TAN 




collection is to exemplify 
everything that A. Lange 
& Sohne stands for. The 
Saxonia seems to be 
created through very 
German values - with 
the ideal that function 
comes first and 
only then, from the 
resultant form, stems 
beauty and grace. This is 
evident when we peruse 
the watch's simple, elegant 
fagade only to discover the 
delicately finished movement 
from the rear of the case. Made 
available only in either white or pink 
gold cases, the Saxonia DualTime's 
heritage far outshines the noble metals 
they are encased in. 

With the bicentennial anniversary 
of the birth of Ferdinand Adolph Lange, 
the father of the brand and also of German 
watchmaking, this timepiece, and what it 
stands for, has once again been pushed forth 
with an effective refresh to its fagade and 
dimensions. The traditions of fine watchmaking 
of old remain inherent within the Saxonia 
DualTime only to be further complemented 
with high technology in the form of efficient 
mechanics and know-how by today's generation 
of master watchmakers. O 



T he head of the A. 

Lange & Sohne 
Saxonia family 
of timepieces is now the 
Saxonia DualTime. As 
the watch featured on 
the cover of this issue, 
the Dual Time represents 
much more than just that. 

Imbued within its name is 
a deep history of German 
watchmaking, specifically 
centred on the Duchy 
of Saxony. Today, as the 
brand remains headquartered 
in Glashutte, Saxony, the 
manufacture remains at the pinnacle 
of watchmaking, with its continued 
and consistent production of extremely 
desired timepieces for enthusiasts and 
collectors around the world. Flowever, 
about a century and a half ago, the small 
town of Glashutte only became the first 
prominent focus of fine watchmaking outside 
the traditional centres of Switzerland and 
France, thanks to the efforts of the founder of 
the brand. And with it, came much commerce 
and wealth to the region. 

Today, two decades after its first 
appearance, the Saxonia range remains a 
key gateway to the A. Lange & Sohne brand. 
One can imagine that the raison d'etre for the 
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TRAMELAN 



LIMITED EDITION 
OF 499 PIEOES 



O.H.M. (ORIGINAL HISTORICAL MOVEMENT) 
AN0711C IS OBTAINED FROM UT 600 
PRODUCED IN 1958: 127 COMPONENTS, 
FLAT HAIR-SPRING, LEVER ESCAPEMENT, 
18 JEWELS, 36 HOUR POWER RESERVE 
AND 18,000 VIBRATIONS PER HOUR. 
THROUGH THE SKILLED HANDS OF THE 
MASTER WATCHMAKERS ARMAN D NICOLET 
TRANSFORMS THESE PRECIOUS ORIGINAL 
HISTORICAL MOVEMENTS IN REAL WORKS 
OF ART ENHANCING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
BEAUTY OF THIS UNIGUE PRODUCT, A PIECE 
OF HISTORY ON YOUR WRIST 
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SPUR OF THE 
MOMENT 

First launches, exclusive insights, and leading stories 
on the world of watches 



NEWS BY JAMIE TAN 



Spy Alert 

James Bond actor, Daniel Craig, visited 
Omega s Villeret factory for an in-depth 
look into the watch his character wears 

D aniel Craig, who will reprise his role as 

fictional spy James Bond in upcoming movie 
Spectre, visited Omega's factory in Villeret 
on 14 August, where he was given a guided tour of the 
facility and access to its assembly line. Speaking of his 
experience afterwards, Craig expressed his fascination 
with the history behind watchmaking, and noted that 
he was very impressed with the engineering that goes 
into the watches themselves. 

Omega Seamasters have been appearing in 
James Bond movies since 1995's GotdenEpe, and the 
character's choice of timepiece remains unchanged 
in Spectre. The watch this time is a Seamaster 300 
with a bi-directional 12-hour bezel that endows it 
with a GMT function, it will come in a limited run of 
7,007 pieces, and be available in selected boutigues 
worldwide from September, ahead of the film's late 
October release. o 





French Connection 

IWC s involvement in cinema broadens with 
a new partnership with the Festival du Film 
Francophone d'Angouleme 

I WC, long a supporter of film festivals around the 
world, became an official partner of the Festival du 
Film Francophone d'Angouleme this year. Founded 
in 2008 to showcase French-speaking films, the festival 
guickly became a major attraction, its 2015 edition took 
place from 25 to 30 August, with over 80 movies from 
countries including France, Luxembourg, and Canada 
being screened. 

French actor Jean-Fiugues Anglade chaired the 
jury that selected 10 works for the official competition, 
with the Valois iWC du Realisateur going to Emmanuel 
Finkiel for his film Je ne suis pos un soloud. Finkiel was 
presented with a Portofino Fland-Wound Eight Days from 
the manufacture. IWC's CEO Georges Kern praised French- 
speaking cinema for its "excellent reputation" and "high 
artistic quality", and declared that the brand is "deeply 
honoured to support cinematographic work in the French- 
speaking world". O 
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ULYSSE // NARDIN 



Since 1846 



Le Locle - Suisse 




Skeleton Tourbillon Manufacture 

Manual winding. 170 hours power reserve. Silicium Technology. 

18 CT ROSE GOLD CASE. AlSO AVAILABLE IN l8 CT WHITE GOLD. 



ULYSSE NARDIN BOUTIQUE 

STARHILL GALLERY - KUALA LUMPUR TEL. ( + 603) 21 48 0388 

THE HOUR GLASS 

THE GARDENS, MID VALLEY - KUALA LUMPUR TEL. ( + 603) 2287 7830 



^ ^ SWISS WATCH GALLERY 

Limited Edition of 200 pieces. 5 vvg fine watches sdn bhd 

DOMESTIC AIRSIDE - KLIA TEL. ( + 603) 8776 0077 



ULYSSE-NARDIN.COM 



SWG INTERNATIONAL SDN BHD 
PAVILION - KUALA LUMPUR TEL. ( + 603) 21 42 9977 



NEWS 




Jean-Claude Biver, CEO of 
TAG Heuer, and Christian 
Seifert, CEO of the Bundestiga 



BUNDESLIGA 



Kick Off 

TAG Heuer announced a new partnership 
with German association football league, 
the Bundesliga 

T ag Heuer has signed a three-year partnership with the 

Bundesliga, and will become the latter's officiat timekeeper 
and official watch. The Bundesliga is Germany's football 
league, and has a following in 208 countries worldwide. Beyond 
stadium advertising boards and other such traditional media, the 
partners plan to move communication into the digital realm. Jean- 
Claude Biver, CEO of TAG Heuer and president of LVMH's watch 
division, praised the Bundesliga for being "one of the most powerful 
and comprehensive platforms imaginable". He also declared that the 
collaboration would allow TAG Heuer to have a different perspective 
in terms of its sponsorships, while letting the brand explore 
possibilities in the digital arena. o 



High Octane 

Blancpain s partnership with Lamborghini 
continues in the 2015 Lamborghini Blancpain 
Super Trofeo Asia 

B lancpain and Lamborghini returned to Malaysia from 8 to 9 
August for the 2015 iteration of the Lamborghini Blancpain 
Super Trofeo Asia. Instead of the familiar Sepang International 
Circuit, however, the race was held on a street circuit in the heart 
of Kuala Lumpur. The change in location made this the first Kuala 
Lumpur City Grand Prix (KLCGP) for the race series, which involved 
racers from 11 countries competing in identical Lamborghini Huracans. 
Exciting races aside, Blancpain's guests were also given the 
opportunity to visit the paddock area, and viewed the manufacture's 
L-evolution Tourbillon Carrousel, a BaselWorld 2015 novelty. o 
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Pierce Brosnan, Photographed by Marco Grob 





WWW.SPEAKE-MARIN.COM 

info@speake-marin.com 



SPEAKE-MARIN 

A PASSiON FOR WATCHMAKiNG 



KHRONOS - UNIQUE HORLOGERIE - UG1, ADORN FLOOR, STARHILL GALLERY, 181, JALAN BUKIT BINTANG, KUALA LUMPUR, TEL: +603 2141 9021 / +603 2141 9102 



NEWS 



Tee Time 

Rolex and its testimonees were out 
in force at The Open, organised by 
the brand s partner, The R&A 

R olex continued its support as patron and 
official timekeeper of The Open, which 
held its 2015 edition from 16 to 20 July. 
This was Rolex testimonee Tom Watson's last 
appearance at the championship; the American 
had won it five times between 1975 and 1983, 
and was granted a special exemption to play 
his last stroke at the Old Course 40 years after 
he first teed off there. A host of other Rolex 
testimonees also competed in the championship, 
including Thomas Bjorn, Jason Day, as well as 
Jordan Spieth. 

Besides The Open, Rolex's partnership with 
The R&A, golf's governing body, also extends 
to numerous other championships on both 
the amateur and elite levels. They include the 
Amateur Championship, the Walker Cup, and the 
Senior Open. O 





Blast From The Past 

Panerai s History and Legend exhibition 
traced the brand s military heritage with 
watches from as far back as the 1930s 

F rom 26 August to 6 September, Panerai held its 

History and Legend exhibition at ion Orchard, where 
its sole boutique in Singapore is based. A project over 
eight months in the making, the exhibition showcased several 
timepieces, instruments, and prototypes that the manufacture 
produced from the 1930s to the 1950s. These early pieces 
contain many design and functional elements that are still seen 
in Panerai watches today, and offer a glimpse into how the 
manufacture's offerings have evolved over the years. 

A highlight of the exhibition was the life-size prototype 
of a human torpedo known as the Siluro a Lenta Corsa (SLC). 
Frogmen would use the SLC as a weapons delivery platform 
in World War 2 by riding it underwater to enemy ships with 
explosives in tow. The exhibit underscored Panerai's military 
heritage, and was a treat for the history buffs among the visitors. 

Historical models aside, novelties from 2015's SiHH were 
also on display, including the Luminor Submersible 1950 3 Days 
Chrono Flyback AutomaticTitanio (PAM615). O 
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DOMAIN JEROME 



UNIQUE HORLOGERIE 



I SWISS MADE, THE SKYLAB SPEED METAL IS PART OF THE MOON-DNA COLLECTION. 
I THE SKELETON MOVEMENT OF THIS MECHANICAL TIMEPIECE IS INSPIRED BY THE SHARP 
I ARCHITECTURE OF THE FIRST SPACE STATION AND CELEBRATES THE CONOUEST OF 
'i SPACE BY INCORPORATING ELEMENTS OF THE APOLLO 11 SPACECRAFT IN THE CASE. 

i www.romainjerome.ch . T ^ y 



KHRONOS - UNIQUE HORLOGERIE 

UGT ADORN FLOOR, STARHILL GALLERY, 
181 JALAN BUKIT BINTANG, KUALA LUMPUR. 
TEL: +603 2141 9021 / +603 2141 9102 






NEWS 



Bidding For Good 

Only Watch returns this year with 44 participating brands, which have 
each contributed a unique piece for auction 



T he sixth edition of Onty Watch witt be held on 7 November in Geneva. The bienniat charity event is a themed 
auction of unique watches donated by participating manufactures, with all proceeds going towards duchenne 
muscular dystrophy research. 44 brands have each produced a unique piece for the auction, which raised over 
€5 million in 2013. The 2015 collection will first be exhibited at various cities around the world, including Beijing and 
New York, before returning to Geneva for the auction. o 
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MUHLE 

~ GLASHUTTE/SA. ^ 





Teutonia II GroBdatum Chronometer 



A legend returns: With the new Teutonia, our most successful watchmaking family is returning to the roots of its now vastly-diverse 
family tree. In the year 2002, still simply named "Teutonia"the model with the large date function gave impetus to a success story that 
has continued to this day. Naturally, this Muhle features several stunning innovations: In addition to the silver-coloured dial with the 
characteristic guilloche finish, one immediately notices the midnight blue face bearing a grooved finish. Both models are each limited 
to 250 pieces. In addition, the timepiece is certified according to the German chronometer standard in the Glashutte observatory. 



KHRONOS - UNIQUE HORLOGERIE 

UGl, Adorn Floor Starhill Gallery, Kuala Lumpur Malaysia 
Tel: +60 3 2141 9021 / +603 2141 9102 

UNIQUE HORLOGERIE 
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PUBLIC AFFAIR 

Through its meticulously curated Watch Art Grand Exhibition, Patek Philippe shone the spotlight on 
some of the most important chapters in watchmaking history, and everybody was invited to see it 

WORDS CELINE YAP 
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E verybody loves Patek Philippe; that is not a hyperbole. 

Whether you're just an adventitious dilettante or a tull-on 
WiS (watch idiot savant), the rich horological exploits of this 
Genevan watch company is simply the stuff of dreams. Situated at 
the apex of haute horlogerie, however, the world of Patek Philippe 
naturally isn't always freely open to one and all - that is, until now. 

Between 27 May and 7 June, as a grand finale to its 175^^ 
anniversary festivities, Patek Philippe staged its grandest and most 
comprehensive exhibition yet. Watch Art Grand Exhibition, at the 
Saatchi Gallery in London. This 12-day event was open to the public 
and free for all to attend, which is completely unlike Patek Philippe's 
habitual predilection for intimacy and exclusivity. Moreover, behind 
this move lies a most benevolent motivation: To narrate and demystify 
the arcane and sometimes cryptic world of haute horlogerie using 
Patek Philippe's very own journey through watchmaking. 

Says Patek Philippe's UK managing director, Mark Hearns, "The 
principle of an exhibition like this is to showcase Patek Philippe's art 



and watchmaking to a far wider public because our collectors and 
enthusiasts would have already been well aware of our exhibitions. 
We've used a variety of different media, media which we would 
ordinarily not use. We ran ads on taxis, bus shelters, tube stations, 
and more. This is done specifically to appeal to a wider market in the 
general public." 

This decision certainly paid off because, not only did the 
exhibition draw a staggering 25,000 visitors in the first week alone, 
it also drew people from all walks of life, and most importantly, the 
young generation. At the gallery, Hearns also pointed out that the 
visitor profile included men as well as women, young as well as old, 
and locals as well as tourists, "i looked at the type of people visiting 
the exhibition and thought that we've really achieved our objective 
because we wanted to appeal to a wide segment of society," he adds. 

WHEN PATEK IHET PHILIPPE 

Spanning two floors and covering a total area of 2,200sq m. Watch 



47 






REPORTS 



Art Grand Exhibition was a heady btend of past and present. The 
experience was designed to begin with an introduction to the early 
years, or a recap for those already familiar with the story, in the 
Historical Film Theatre Room. Patek Philippe had produced a 
short film that details the complete timeline of the company from 
the time Antoine Herbert de Patek met Jean Adrien Philippe at 
the Paris industrial Exposition in 1845, to the establishment of the 
new company and its astronomical rise in status, through to the 
acquisition of the company during the Great Depression of the 1920s 
by members of the Stern family, who were originally dial makers 
and suppliers to Patek Philippe, and finally to its numerous sterling 
achievements in the modern era. 

The Historical Film Theatre Room was to be followed by the 
Royal Room in which no fewer than 15 royal timepieces from the 
Patek Philippe Museum in Geneva were on display. As magnificent 
as those pieces were, the indisputable highlight in this room was a 
Ref. 4975-1G belonging to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ii, who had 
graciously given her permission for it to be exhibited. Simply beyond 
compare, this timepiece, on loan from Buckingham Palace, is set 
with brilliant diamonds, with a further 12 baguette-cut diamonds in 
place of hour indices, and paired with an elegant pearl and white gold 
bracelet. By its side were two priceless pocket watches owned by 




Left: Wristwatch belonging 
to Her Majesty the Queen 
Elizabeth II, a Patek Philippe 
Ref. 4975-1G on peart bracelet 
Below: Pocket watch owned by 
Queen Victoria 



The exhibition aimed to narrate and demystify the arcane and 
sometimes cryptic world of haute horlogerie using Patek Philippe's very 
own journey through watchmaking 
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Pocket watches made in Engtand in the tate 
to earty centuries. 

Left: Pocketwatch with compass circa 1805 
Right: Pocket watch with catendar and 
equation of time circa 1758 



Queen Victoria (Queen of Great Britain and iretand 1837-1901) - one 
in yellow gold with enamel and rose-cut diamonds and another, an 
open-faced keyless-winding and setting pendant watch accompanied 
by a matching brooch. 

Replicating the interiors of the Great Exhibition in the Crystal 
Palace at Hyde Park in 1851, this room also showcased the open-faced 
keyless-winding and setting pocketwatch manufactured in 1873 for 
Franz Joseph i. Emperor of Austria (1848-1916) and King of Hungary 
(1867-1916), and a half-hunting case, keyless-winding pocketwatch 
that belonged to Qscar ii. King of Sweden (1872-1907) and King of 
Norway (1872-1905). Both watches had also previously been on show 
in Patek Philippe's 2005 exhibition. Timepieces of Royalty 1850-1910. 

A TEMPLE OF TIME 

Spanning the entire globe, Patek Philippe's network of retail points of 
sale today is extensive to say the least, and of these, three are owned 
by the manufacture - the salons in Geneva, Paris, and London. Of the 
three, the one that's indisputably closest to its heart would be the one 
at Rue du Rhone in Geneva, where the company was founded. 

Dating back to the 19^^ century, the Geneva salon was used as 
the backdrop of the exhibition's next segment, which showcased the 
complete selection of Patek Philippe timepieces (Current Collection 



Room), faithfully replicating the interiors of the salon complete with 
panoramic views of the Lake Geneva and Jet d'Eau (Napolean Room), 
as well as a carefully curated display of great historical timepieces 
made over the last five centuries (Museum Room). Here, visitors found 
some of the earliest watches and also some of the earliest Patek 
Philippe timepieces ever made. 

According to Jasmina Steele, Patek Philippe's international 
communication and public relations director, the aim of the exhibition 
was to recreate places and elements of the company that will provide 
an unforgettable experience for each visitor, offering as near as 
possible, the experience Patek Philippe guests have when they visit 
the company's manufacture in Geneva, its museum, or the historical 
building on Rue du Rhone. "We really want visitors to know about the 
history of horology through our own history and leave the exhibition 
with a greater general knowledge of watchmaking," says Steele. 

Honorary chairman of Patek Philippe, Philippe Stern, spent 
40 years building this astounding collection, which has around 
1,000 timepieces in total and counting. Short-listing the pieces to 
be displayed in this exhibition was a herculean task, but one that 
benefitted the eager visitors, who found many of Patek Philippe's first 
watches on display. They include the first Patek Philippe wristwatch 
Ref. P0049 in the Museum Room and the first Calatrava model made 
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Short-listing the pieces to be displayed was a herculean task, but one 
that benefitted the eager visitors, who found many ofPatek Philippe’s first 

watches on display 




Elaborately styled pocket 
watches from the mid 
century with cases decorated 
with relief engraving, flinqud 
enamel, and enamel painting, 
all made in England 



Left: Patek Philippe Chronometro 
Gondolo 24-Hour Dial pocket 
watch with small seconds 
Right: Patek Philippe 
Chronometro Gondolo Wristwatch 
made between 1913 and 1924 



cam 



Pocket watches from the mid 
to late 17‘^ century with cases 
decorated with enamel painting 



Fancy watches of the early 19^'' century style. 

From left: Pocket watch with repetition, named 
The Sublime Porte's Coat of Arms, made for the 
Turkish market; pocket watch made for the Turkish 
market, named The Trophies of the Sciences; a 
pair of watches made for the Chinese market, 
named The Hexagonal Timekeeper 



Pocket watches made for the 
Chinese market, including one 
with articulated hands named 
Lazy Tongs at the extreme right 
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A sterling line up of Patek 
Philippe timekeepers 
from chronographs to 
rattrapantes, and from pocket 
watches to wristwatches 



in 1931, Ref. 96. As a matter of fact, all of the earliest classic Patek 
Philippe models were present. 

On the comprehensive selection of exhibits, Hearn stated that 
the exhibition was to provide the public with general knowledge about 
watchmaking, and also some remarkable information about the 
company. He adds, "We have brought so many historical timepieces 
to the exhibition that visitors would be able to learn about horology 
generally, the history of watchmaking, and also find out interesting 
information about this fascinating industry, which is not only 
composed of watchmaking, but also rare handcrafts and techniques." 

indeed, the Gallery Room and Artisans' Room both 
demonstrated to the public that watchmaking was equal parts art and 
engineering. Patek Philippe had arranged for its very best artisans and 
watchmakers to showcase their unique crafts 'live' and writ large on 
LCD screens. Many of horology's best loved decorative techniques 
met eyes open wide in fascination, including grand feu enamel, gem 
setting, and guilloche. 

it was also in these galleries that one of Patek Philippe's most 
enduring bastions of watchmaking tradition was on proud display: 
Dome clocks. Flaunting impeccably decorated cases that combine 
two or more traditional crafts mastered by the manufacture, these 
clocks are in a league of their own since large surfaces on a clock are 
way more difficult to work on than small ones on a wristwatch dial. A 
special London limited edition decorated with the English Tudor rose 
had been created especially for this exhibition. 

THE HEART OF PATEK PHILIPPE 

After a whirlwind tour of the rich history and colourful handcrafts so 
deeply cherished by the manufacture, visitors moved on to partake 
in real watchmaking savoir-faire. Entering the hallowed world of 
movement making and high complications, it would not be too long 
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Flaunting impeccably decorated cases that 
combine two or more traditional crafts, 
these clocks are in a league of their own 



Patek Philippe had created two special London 
edition dome clocks; one inspired by the English rose 
and another based on the cityscape of Old London 



before one sees the true magic of haute hortogerie by Patek Phitippe. 

In the Grand Complications Room, the rarest, most deeply revered, 
and most complicated timepieces ever created were on display, like 
the magnificent Patek Phitippe Sky Moon Tourbitton Ref. 6002, the 
Celestial Grand Complication Ref. 6104, as well as all kinds of repeaters, 
calendars, and chronographs. To the watch connoisseur, here, and 
nowhere else, is the proverbial roomful of treasures. 

But that was not all. The creme de la creme of Patek Philippe 
high watchmaking savoir-faire stood deservedly in its own exclusive 
viewing alcove. It was the Star Calibre 2000. With a staggering 21 
complications, this monumental pocket watch marked the arrival of the 
new millennium. Patek Philippe managed to pack in four timekeeping 
functions, six calendar functions, one astronomical function, two lunar 
functions, five additional functions related to power and operating, 
and three chiming functions (Westminster chime in passing, minute 
repetition, and both of these facilitated by a system that included no 
fewer than five gongs). 

Such astoundingly complicated timepieces can be difficult to 
comprehend and are usually the reason behind the dignified, yet 
preclusive realm of watch collecting and high watchmaking. At this 
exhibition, though, things were very different. Adjacent to the Grand 
Complications Room was the Movement Room in which key base 
movements and illustrious high complication movements were exhibited 
with magnifying glasses so all the components within could be clearly 
identified. Representatives from the Patek Philippe manufacture were 
also present to explain in detail and using acrylic props how such 
complications as calendars, retrograde seconds, and chronographs, 
work. The exhibition also employed the use of custom-built binoculars to 
allow visitors to observe the effects of finishing and decoration on very 
minute movement parts. 

Rounding off the tour of this section of the exhibition was the 
175^^ Anniversary Collection Gallery Room, where the special pieces 
made to commemorate this milestone basked in the limelight. Among 
them, of course, was the Grandmaster Chime Ref. 5175 - a piece Patek 
Philippe had reserved for its museum, and also special occasions like 
the Watch Art Grand Exhibition. For those who have yet to lay eyes 
on this watch. Ref. 5175 is currently the most complicated wristwatch 
made by Patek Philippe and also one of the most elaborately decorated. 
This double-face timepiece can be worn on either side, switching back 
and forth with a simple click, thanks to an ingenious mechanism that 
is hidden within the lugs that allows the case to swivel on demand. 

In addition to a full instantaneous perpetual calendar, it also includes 
such coveted functions as grand and petite sonneries, minute repeater, 
acoustic alarm, and a date repeater - a truly fitting commemoration of 
the manufacture's 175^^ anniversary. 

Very often, people wonder why mechanical watches, and especially 
Patek Philippe watches, cost so much to acquire. The answer was 
apparent at the Watch Art Grand Exhibition - an event organised by Patek 
Philippe, but that told a much larger story, one of watchmaking tradition 
and the intricate world of complicated movements. By communicating 
the contents of its manufacture and its philosophy to a wider audience, 
not only has Patek Philippe enabled the world at large to understand the 
beauty of its craft, it has also left connoisseurs of watchmaking and of 
Patek Philippe more deeply enamoured than ever before. o 
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LET THERE BE LIGHT 

To ensure that its watches are visible under all conditions, Luminox has harnessed the 
radioactive properties of tritium, but in a perfectly safe environment words jamie tan 
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T his might come as a surprise, but despite horology's tong 

history, luminous dials that are visibte in the dark came into 
being scarcely a century ago. The very first luminescent 
material was radium paint, which infamously caused radiation 
poisoning in the Radium Girls, who were hired to paint watch dials with 
it - the women had ingested deadly amounts of radium from licking 
their paintbrushes to 'sharpen' them. Although improved occupational 
safety standards soon removed this hazard, the material slowly fell out 
of favour as tritium paint, the safer alternative, took over. The latter was 
in turn displaced by the now ubiquitous Super-LumiNova, which was 
developed in the early 1990s. Tritium has been making a comeback 
though, albeit in a different form. Here's where Luminox comes in. 

UNCONDITIONAL VISIBILITY 

Luminox's raison d'etre is to produce watches that are legible under all 
conditions. The brand's very name reflects this - "lumi" and "nox" are 
Latin for light and night respectively. To that end, its watches eschew 
Super-LumiNova painted dials for a self-powered illumination system it 



calls Luminox Light Technology (LLT). 

LLT sidesteps the greatest drawback of Super-LumiNova, which 
needs to be 'charged' by light exposure before it can glow in the dark. 
Depending on how thickly Super-LumiNova is applied onto a dial and 
its prior level of light exposure, a watch's markings can either glow 
throughout the night... or fade completely in mere hours. For users such 
as military personnel, this is obviously a significant issue, in contrast, 
LLT requires no external energy source. This is achieved by sealing 
tritium gas in glass tubes, with the inner surface of each tube coated 
with phosphor. The radiation given off by tritium excites the phosphor 
coating to produce light consistently, even in the day. 

it is worth noting that LLT does have a limitation - tritium has 
a half-life of just over 12 years, so the amount of tritium remaining in 
a gas tube is halved in the same period of time. Practically speaking, 
this translates to an estimated 10 to 15 years of useable illumination 
before the gas tubes need to be replaced. For professionals who rely 
on the LLT, however, this trade-off between consistency and longevity 
is more than acceptable. Case in point, the U.S. Navy SEALs and U.S. 
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Air Force's F-117 pilots have separately approached Luminox to produce 
watches for them, knowing that they would be visible whether in the 
wilderness at night, or in a dark cockpit. 

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 

Luminox watches are assembled by the brand's corporate partner, 
Mondaine Watch Company, in Solothurn, Switzerland. The facility 
receives globally sourced components, but LLT gas tubes are 
specifically from Swiss firm mb-microtec AG, the industry leader in 
tritium-powered illumination. 

Compared to its previous iteration as paint, tritium gas is a 
significant improvement as less of it is needed for an equivalent level of 
brightness. Nonetheless, it demands careful handling, especially during 
the timepieces' production, when the gas tubes are not encased in a 
watch and protected by a crystal. Luminox confines all its LLT-related 
work, such as the application of gas tubes to watch dials, to a negative 
pressure room within the factory. For an industry that's obsessed with 
dust-free assembly, this might seem unusual. There's a method to 



the madness though - by keeping the room's air pressure lower than 
the surrounding environment's, any tritium that might be accidentally 
released will not be allowed to escape. When the gas tubes have 
been mounted and passed their subsequent inspection for colour and 
brightness, assembly then continues in a dust-free cleanroom. 

Safety precautions extend to the workers as well. Real time 
monitoring of radiation levels in the negative pressure room serves as 
the first line of defence, while monthly dosimetry readings ensure that 
individual workers are not unknowingly exposed to excessive radiation. 
Regular health inspections are also scheduled. 

RADIATION 101 

Given the level of care that Luminox has taken when handling tritium, 
should owners of the brand's timepieces be equally concerned with 
their watches? 

Radiation actually refers to several things in physics, and peculiar 
to this context is ionising radiation, which is high-energy particles 
and electromagnetic waves. Although it is true that ionising radiation 
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is a potential health hazard given its ability to damage living tissue, 
its exact effects depend on many factors; there're different forms of 
ionising radiation, and the risk a person faces is a function of the type, 
length, and intensity of exposure. Ultraviolet rays from the sun is a good 
analogue here - appropriate levels of exposure are entirely harmless, 
but excessive ones carry the risk of sunburns and skin cancer. 

One's daily exposure to ionising radiation comes from myriad 
sources. Air travel, for instance, subjects a person to increased levels 
of cosmic rays from space, as jetliners cruise at high altitudes above 
the protective blanket of the atmosphere. Staying on the ground may 
reduce this, but other sources such as naturally occurring radon gas 
come into play instead. Even the seemingly innocuous banana is 
radioactive, thanks to its significant potassium content. 

As mentioned, the source of ionising radiation in LET is the tritium 
gas sealed in the gas tubes on the watch's dial and hands. Tritium 
is inherently unstable, and emits beta particles - a form of ionising 
radiation - during decay to become helium. In and of themselves, beta 
particles are too weak to even penetrate the skin, and thus pose no 



hazard. The tritium gas contained within the glass tubes, however, can 
become one if inhaled or ingested. Fortunately, there is too little of it to 
constitute a significant risk. Below is a simplified comparison chart of 
the radiation levels a person is exposed to through various activities, 
one of which being the inhalation of all the tritium gas in a single 
Luminox watch. o 



Activity 


Approximate radiation dosage (mSv) 


CT scan of the head 


1.4 


Transatlantic flight, average 


0.08 


Eating a banana daily 
for a year 


0.036 


Breaking all LET tubes in a 
Euminox watch 


0.02 


Dental X-ray 


0.005 
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In 2012 we made history with Astron, the world's first GPS solar watch. 

Using just the power of light, Astron adjusts to every time zone on earth atthe touch of a button 
In 2014 we took Astron even further, introducing a full-function GPS solar chronograph. 

Now with dual time display, Astron is simply the world's finest GPS solar watch. 



ASTRON 



If there are changes in the region /time zone, manual time zone selection may be required, 
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AT THE RACES 

Driven by a deep-seated need for speed, Chopard takes its cue from its co-president 
Karl-Friedrich Scheufele when it comes to all things auto words Andrew ang 
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he affinity Chopard has with automobite racing is one of 
pure romance. While the pairing might be a surprise to 
some - given Chopard's brilliant presence in jewellery and 
haute horlogerie - the 155-year-old brand's unbreakable bond with 
the thrilling sport has everything to do with Chopard's co-president, 
Karl-Friedrich Scheufele. A lover of fine mechanics and sporting 
conviviality, he was determined to elevate Chopard's horological 
standing in the auto racing world. 



TURN OF THE WHEEL 

The story went that during the Brescian Spring of 1987, Scheufele 
attended the Mille Miglia, a 1,000-mile open-road endurance race for 
vintage cars, as the recently appointed co-president of Chopard. Dubbed 
by Enzo Ferrari as "la corsa piu bella del mondo" (the most beautiful 
race in the world), this exceptional race tests the resistance of vintage 
automobiles throughout four days, from Brescia to Rome and back. 

An automobile aficionado himself, Scheufele was so captivated by the 
raw intensity of Mille Miglia that Chopard became the race's official 
timekeeper and sponsor in 1988; he even raced in the competition 
several years after. This was accompanied by the launch of Chopard's 
Mille Miglia collection, which went on to introduce new limited edition 
models year after year. 

As the first auto-inspired collection by Chopard, the Mille Miglia 
collection was the catalyst the brand needed to propel it beyond 
jewellery and fine watches to become a juggernaut on the racetrack 
as well. Speed forward to 2015; Chopard has just unveiled the Mille 
Miglia 2015 Race Edition, commemorating its 27-year-old partnership 
with the renowned endurance race. 

The 2015 Race Edition welcomes the return of Mille Miglia's 
virile design, adopting a contemporary twist without betraying the 
spirit of the historical race. Limited to 1,000 pieces in stainless steel 
and 100 in rose gold, the most striking feature of the watch is the 
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The 2015 Race Edition 
references classic cars of 
the 1940s and 1950s 
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rosso corsa (racing red) dial. This fiery shade of red serves as the 
competition colour of Italian race teams, instantly rousing the euphoria 
and sheer prowess associated to Italian racing. 

Despite its modern design, the watch still retained key details 
for purists seeking a taste of nostalgia. The oversized Arabic numerals 
echo dashboards of vintage cars, while the power-reserve indicator 
at nine o'clock is reminiscent of 1950s petrol gauges. As a nod to the 
participants' numbers placed on the doors and bonnets of competing 
vehicles, the date is displayed on a white background in the red Mille 
Miglia arrow-shaped logo. Facetted hands and the hour-markers are 
painted with a luminescent coating to enhance readability, and this 
keeps the watch true to its sporting character. 

Yet, what's most impressive about the watch is the horological 
engine behind the dial. For the first time ever, the Mille Miglia Race 
Edition is driven by the Chopard Calibre 01.08-C, Chopard's in-house 



movement entirely developed, designed, and assembled in its famous 
Fleurier Ebauches workshop. You can tell that Chopard is really proud 
of this movement - its name is even printed on the dial! 

Pulsating at a cadence of 28,800vph, the COSC-certified 
movement is extremely precise and is endowed with a power 
reserve of 60 hours. Open for admiration and scrutiny, it is displayed 
magnificently through the exhibition case back inscribed with the 
words "Brescia > Roma > Brescia". 

The 43mm watch sits comfortably on the wrist, thanks to the 
short, streamlined lugs. Comfort is enhanced also with a black Barenia 
leather strap, which is secured with a rose gold or steel folding clasp. 
Since leather straps were commonly found on the bonnets and trunks 
of vintage cars, this is a more period-correct choice rather than the 
Dunlop-tread straps used on the standard production models of the 
Mille Miglia collection. 
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From left: GPMH Automatic, 
GPMH Power Control 
and GPMH Chrono 




Co<SS e»r.. 

Monaco’s tight and twisty track makes the 
journey extremely perilous with outdated 
vehicles and thus, the yellow encapsulates 
the constant speed and danger drivers face 



Jacky Ickx celebrates his 
victory at Le Mans, 1969 




DARING PURSUITS 

Other than its dattiances with Mitte Migtia, Chopard atso assumed the 
rote of the officiat timekeeper for the prestigious Grand Prix de Monaco 
Historique in 2002. This one-of-a-kind race sees vintage cars dating 
from 1926 to 1978 competing on the legendary Circuit de Monaco. 
Needless to say, this partnership is atso close to Scheufele's heart as 
each biennial race is marked by a special collection of watches by the 
Swiss manufacture. 

The most recent GPMH collection released in 2014 may be its 
most daring project yet. The iconic Monaco orange was replaced by 
vibrant streaks of yellow, which risked alienating purists. Yet, it seems 
entirety fitting with the nature of the race, its tight and twisty track makes 
the journey extremely perilous with outdated vehicles and thus, the 
yellow encapsulates the constant speed and danger drivers face. 

The GPMH collection is presented with three models: Automatic, 
Power Control, and Chrono. Each with distinctive features inspired by 
the V6 (reliability), V8 (fuel efficiency), and V12 (high speed) engines, 
they are atso made to be worn on the track. The 44.5mm cases are 
constructed with high-grade titanium, chosen for its lightness and 
compatibility for racing. 

inspired by the classic single-seaters from the 1970s, each 
GPMH piece features the traditional engine-turned silver dial that 
recalls the speed and motion of racecars. At the pinnacle of the 
collection, the GPMH Chrono has pushers resembling car pistons 
capped by wheel hub-like indentations as well as a crown bearing a 
steering wheel motif - just the right formula to set your heart racing. 

BREAKING RECORDS 

Just as how adaptability is crucial for survival on the racetrack, 
Chopard is aware about the need to constantly reinvent itself. Though 
vintage cars will always be his greatest love, Scheufele atso embraces 
change. Thus in 2014, Chopard ventured into modern racing, and 
became the officiat timing partner of Porsche Motorsport, which 
celebrated the team's grand comeback to the World Endurance 
Championship. This year, in honour of the exclusive collaboration, 
Chopard launched the Superfast Chrono Porsche 919 Jacky ickx 
Edition. Limited to 100 pieces, it is dedicated to the Porsche 919 
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The name "Meister" has stood for classic watchmaking 
at Junghans since 1936. The Meister watches of today 
follow in this tradition, for they are a result of both 
passion for precision and close attention to quality. 
Choosing a Junghans Meister demonstrates appre- 
ciation for these values and for beautiful watchmaking 
- like our classic Meister, the Meister Calendar. 
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Influenced by the world of motor racing, the Superfast Chrono Porsche 919 
Jacky Ickx Edition is loaded with myriad motorsports references 



Hybrid and Jacky Ickx - a highly decorated Belgian driver, and long- 
time friend of Scheufele. 

A six-time winner of the famous 24 Heures du Mans, Ickx isn't 
just your average racer. Of all his victories at the endurance race 
(which gave him the nickname "Monsieur Le Mans"), his 1969 win 
proved to be the most impressive and memorable of the lot. 

To thrill spectators, the traditional standing start required drivers 
to rush to their vehicles that were lined up on the other side of the 
track. This, however, led to drivers speeding off without buckling 
their safety belts. To protest against this dangerous and pointless rule 
(especially in the context of a 24-hour race), Ickx simply strolled to his 
Porsche GT40. He remembered all too well the accident suffered by 
Willy Mairesse the previous year. Without the restraint of a safety belt, 
Mairesse was thrown from his car and was severely injured after being 
caught in a hydroplaning tyre spin. Proving his point, an English racer, 
John Woolfe, crashed in the first lap - killing him. Ickx, on the other 
hand, eventually won the race by the narrowest margin in the race's 
history: 120m. 

This noble act led to the modification of the rules to feature 
drivers already seated in the lined-up cars, brilliantly demonstrating the 
French expression "rien ne sert de courir ; il faut partir a point", meaning 
that there is no point in running when all that matters is a timely start. 
Beyond being a gifted driver, Ickx made his mark on the automobile 
world, and Chopard had to deliver a watch fitting a man of his stature. 



Influenced by the world of motor racing, the Superfast Chrono 
Porsche 919 Jacky Ickx Edition is loaded with myriad motorsports 
references. Fitted with an impeccable movement featuring decorations 
inspired by car engines, it flaunts a crown adorned with a black rubber- 
moulded steering wheel motif, while the grooved sides of its case 
evoke the cooling fins found on air-cooled racing engines. The famous 
colours of Ickx's racing helmet are also found on the dial with the inner 
bezel ring and counters finished in dark blue dotted with white touches. 
Even at top speeds, the dial offers good legibility as these contrasting 
shades stand out against the opaline silver dial. In addition, its stripes 
are reminiscent of the metallic grey finish and the rear diffuser found 
on the Porsche 919 Hybrid. 

Equalling the V4 engine of the car is the exceptional Calibre 
03.05-M ticking within the case. Similar to the Calibre 01.08-C that 
powers the Mille Miglia Race 2015 Race Edition, the COSC-certified 
movement here is entirely developed in Chopard's Fleurier Ebauches 
workshop, but features an additional flyback function. The case back 
is engraved with "Official Timing Partner Porsche Motorsport" and 
"Jacky Ickx Limited Edition". Finally, the racing look is completed with 
a black rubber strap with a smooth set of slick tyre treads. 

There is no question to Chopard's commitment to the world 
of motorsports, but Scheufele's race isn't over yet. With Chopard 
extending its GPMH contract to 2018 and its standing partnership with 
Mille Miglia, it is clear he has no intentions of slowing down either. O 
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LIFE ON THE FAST LANE 

Racing champion and Chopard brand ambassador, Mark Webber, explains 
the perception of time from a wholly different perspective 



Congratulations on Porsche's 
double victory at Le Mans. What 
was the approach to the race 
that led to this result? 

It was a big day tor Porsche. To 
win 17 years atter its last victory 
in what was only the second 
year after it returned to the 
sport, and to do it with a double 
victory was very special. We 
have obviously taken on-board 
the experience from last year 
and have been working hard to 
improve in alt areas. Qualifying 
went welt for us, and we put 
all three cars in the top three 
positions. We had a smooth race 
with clean stints and quick pit 
stops, but in the end, we weren't 
quick enough. My teammates 
Brendon [Hartley] and Time 
[Bernhard] did a great job. The 
guys in the number 19 car drove 
exceptionally welt over the 24 hours. We are very proud for 
Porsche and to be part of such a great result! 

How diFFerent is racing in the World Endurance 
Championship (WEC) From Formula One? 

The first few months in sports car racing were a big 
transition for me, and a completely new experience. I've 
spent the last 15 years racing my 'own' car, so working 
around the needs of two other drivers was a new challenge 
I had to manage. It meant having to compromise with things 
tike seat and pedal positioning, and in particular, some 
aspects of the set-up related to individual driving styles. 

But the biggest surprise was how much I actually enjoyed 
sharing the car with other drivers; namely my teammates, 
Timo Bernhard and Brendon Hartley. The driving position is 
obviously different to Formula One cars, you're laying down 
a tot more in a Formula One car, whereas in the sports 
car, I am sitting upright a bit more, so I am using different 
muscles in my back as welt as other muscles. With regard 
to the endurance aspect, the seating position has to be very 



comfortable, because I could do 
some very tong stints, obviously 
I need to make sure I am 
comfortable in that environment. 
But I also have to be mindful 
that I am sharing the car with 
other guys, so we alt need to be 
comfortable. We are doing quick 
pit stops and driver changes. 
These cars are super fast and 
very rewarding to drive. 

Throughout your illustrious 
career, you've driven on many 
iconic racetracks. Which circuit 
is your Favourite and why? 

Places like Monaco and 
Silverstone have obviously a 
special place in my heart as I 
won there a couple of times. But 
the track I love most, which is 
probably also the hardest track 
in the world is Suzuka in Japan. 
As a driver you stilt earn your money around there. It's very 
narrow and extremely fast. It's very easy to be sucked into an 
error on that track, so keeping lap times low and consistent is 
a big challenge; even more so if you're in a hard race against 
someone else. 

What is your Fondest Formula One memory? 

My biggest highlight was probably my win in Monaco 
in 2010. 1 remember the race was broken up quite a bit 
with a tot of safety cars and I had to constantly reset my 
concentration. In Monaco, the most important thing is the 
next corner and not to get too far ahead of yourself. I had the 
whole weekend in great shape and on that Sunday, we had 
just a seamless day really, and a tot of it was in my control. 

To win in Monaco is certainly very special. But to win 
it twice, which I did again in 2012 is certainty an amazing 
feeling! To stand on those famous steps and have the cars 
parked on the track, and all the team in front of you, the 
history that's gone before, the great drivers that have won 
there. It's really tike no other race! 
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Your Formula One debut was in Australia, your home 
country. If you could give your 25-year-old self one advice 
before that race, what would it be? 

Don't be so nervous before the actual start of the race. 

WEC and Formula One are known for their electrifying 
atmospheres, but outside of motorsports, do you prefer 
thrilling or relaxing sports? 

I've tried my hand at a few different sports. I love the 
outdoors, and when I'm not racing or busy otherwise, 
you'd most probably find me on a bike, on the road or in 
the mountains. As a sportsman, of course, you've got the 
competitive gene in you, so there's always a bit of a rush 
when you're out with your mates. Last year, I took on the 
Leadville Trail 100 MTB, which is a one-hundred-mile 
mountain bike race across the high-altitude, extreme terrain 
of the Colorado Rockies, starting at 10,152ft, and climbing to 
12,424ft. I finished the race with a time of 08:31:56, and this 
year, I'm clearly looking to beat that time. 

You've recently partnered with Chopard for its contribution 
to Only Watch, a charity auction for research on Duchenne 
muscular dystrophy. What drew you to this cause? Over 
the years, you've supported numerous charities. How does 
Only Watch fit among them? 

Through my relationship with Chopard, I've learnt of the 
Only Watch charity, and I think it's amazing what they do to 
create exceptional one-off timepieces, which they auction off 
to support scientific and medical research on neuromuscular 
diseases in general, and Duchenne muscular dystrophy in 
particular. As I started to do well out of my own profession, 
it made me want to give something back and help people 



who are less fortunate than me. I think it's impressive that 
the finest watchmakers on the market can work together 
beyond their own brands to raise awareness through the 
world media for this very worthy cause. 

What do you like most about the watch? 

Chopard embraces the racing element and it took 
inspiration from the world of motorsport and incorporated it 
into the design and development of its watches. That's why 
the new Chopard Superfast Chrono Porsche 919 features 
details and colours of our racing car, the 919 hybrid, which 
we race in the World Endurance Championship. It's very 
robust as it's made of titanium and DLC, but comfort is also 
key for me, that's why I like the rubber strap. 

What was the first watch you truly cherished? 

What counts the most for me in any watch is its functionality 
and how comfortable it is. I'm lucky to own some beautifully 
crafted watches. I love clear and clean timepieces, with a 
robust and not too cluttered face, and something that is 
practical when I'm indulging in my love of outdoor activities 
and pursuits. 

When were you last strapped for time? 

As a professional sports person, your life is filled up with 
commitments. I'm operating on a pretty busy schedule, 
which I've done for almost 20 years now. A lot of people 
complain they've got no time, but you have to try and 
make time and not let the daily chores take over. I'm a fan 
of keeping things tidy, and not letting too much time go to 
waste. I am known for cutting it quite fine with timings, but 
I'm there when it counts. 
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It was known that Lange wanted to create an industry in Saxony 
to provide the population with sustenance and prosperity, to 
fight destitution in the region at that time 



I t has been two centuries since a talented watchmaker was 
born in Dresden, the heart of Saxony, Germany. His name 
was Ferdinand Adolph Lange and he was born to Samuel 
Lange, a gunsmith. 

Teeming with mechanical propensity, he went to a 
technical college in Dresden for some years before seeking 
watchmaking apprenticeship with Johann Christian Friedrich Gutkaes. 
Lange then went on to become Gutkaes's assistant and subsequently 
ventured out on his own to learn more about the trade and its related 
skills across Europe - especially at the watchmaking hubs of France, 
Switzerland, and England. During his travels, he stopped in France 
and signed up to study, for three years, with the famous chronometer 
maker, Joseph Thaddaus Winnerl, who was once among Abraham 
Louis Breguet's finest students. 

By 1842, he had learned enough to become a master craftsman 
and captured the hand of Charlotte Amalie Antonia Gutkaes, his 
mentor's daughter, in marriage. His mentor could not have been more 
proud, having seen his potential and ambition many years before 
when they first met. 

Thereafter, he began to build his business and, after several 
major milestones, finally incorporated A. Lange & Comp, in the town 
of Glashutte, where he also served as its mayor for a period of time, 
in 1844, with the knowledge he had gathered from his experience, he 



wrote to the Saxon Ministry of interior with the intent to perfect 
timekeeping instruments, in fact, it was known that he wanted 
to create an industry in Saxony to provide the population with 
sustenance and prosperity, to fight destitution in the region at 
that time. 

When his son, Richard, joined the company in 1868, its 
name was changed to the familiar A. Lange & Sohne we know 
today. As his family grew and his ambitions tookshape, many 
small, specialised workshops that produced jewels, screws, 
wheels, spring barrels, balance wheels, and hands sprung up 
in Glashutte. Furthermore, case makers, gilders, guillocheurs, 
and three additional manufactories were able to establish 
themselves in the region thanks to his encouragement and 
assistance. Some of these facilities often collaborated with 
Lange and his company, it was no surprise that they were often 
founded by skilled people who had previously apprenticed 
with and worked for him. Glashutte became a regional hub for 
German watchmaking, providing jobs for many. Lange's own 
friend, Karl Moritz GroBmann, formed the German school of 
watchmaking (DUS) in 1878 and, slowly but surely, Glashutte 
became completely independent and self-sufficient from the 
Swiss and French watchmaking industries. 

Sadly, F.A. Lange passed away at the age of 60 in 
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1875. He left behind a flourishing business and an impressive 
repertoire of international awards. By the end of the century, 
he was honoured once more in the form of a monument, by the 
town of Glashutte, for his achievements. 

PINNACLE ACHIEVED 

Between his death and the early decades of the 1900s, the 
watchmaking company name that is A. Lange & Sohne 
almost vanished, especially after the world fell into war for 
the second time. Much of the watchmaking infrastructure 
in the town of Glashutte had all but disappeared. 

it would be almost five decades later when in 
1990, Ferdinand Adolph Lange's great-grandson, 

Walter Lange, decided to reinstate the legacy 
of his family and re-establish the once famous 
watchmaking name of his forefather. That was 
the beginning of everything that made the 
modern A. Lange & Sohne watch company 
what it is today. 

A. Lange & Sohne is still based in 
Glashutte, Germany, and manufactures only a 
small number of timepieces in precious metals 
annually. Superbly finished and endowed with 



proprietary movements assembled by hand, Lange's current range 
of watches has arguably surpassed its brand legacy and achieved a 
religious following among wealthy and discerning watch lovers. No 
list of top watch brands in the world is complete without the mention 
of A. Lange & Sohne and, with over 50 in-house calibres developed, 
the brand has produced many iconic as well as revolutionary 
watches including the timeless Lange 1 and the technically 
astounding Zeitwerk. 

CLASSIC MASTERPIECE 

The Lange 1 is a recognisable icon of the manufacture since 
its arrival in 1994. in fact, if anything, a Lange fan or 
collector was most likely to have fallen in love with 
the brand when he first gazed upon a Lange 1. This 
year, A. Lange & Sohne has decided to produce a 
new version of this masterpiece by installing an 
all-new calibre into its heart. As one of the world's 
truly classic timepieces, this model is now given 
a new manufacture calibre that is coincidentally 
the 50^^ one created within the brand's portfolio of 
in-house movements. Nevertheless, even with the 
new interior, the main aesthetic character of the Lange 
1 is retained with just minor finessing done onto the 




Pocket watch from 1861 
signed, "A. Lange, Dresden" 
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The escapement of the Lange 1 has 
a new shock-resistant balance wheel 
with eccentric poising weights and a 
free-sprung hairspring 

dial configuration as well a slightly narrower bezel to give the 
impression that the expanse of the dial has been enlarged. 

In this new Calibre L121.1, the jumping outsize date now 
precisely switches at midnight. In order to achieve this, the 
mechanism of the watch is enhanced to allow a slow build up for a 
few hours before midnight until the force to execute this motion is 
achieved, and the change is made precisely at the stroke of 12am. 

Furthermore, the escapement of the Lange 1 has a new 
shock-resistant balance wheel with eccentric poising weights and 
a free-sprung hairspring crafted in-house. The watch beats at a 
frequency of 21,600 semi-oscillations per hour and a system has 
been created to ensure precise beat adjustment is achievable. 

This system comes equipped with a lateral setscrew and a 
whiplash spring. 

A gentleman's watch such as the Lange 1 requires an elegant 
way to set the time. This has resulted in the watch being given an 
easy and intuitive interface. To set the time and wind the watch, 
one has to simply turn the crown. Flowever, rapid correction of the 
outsize date is tasked to a pusher on the case. 

As with any other Lange timepiece today, all typical quality 
hallmarks are readily visible through both the dial and the case 
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REPORTS I COVER STORY 



When F.A. Lange perfected the three-quarter plate in 186U, it 
became the perfect and stable platform to mount all the important 
elements of the movement, including the hand-engraved balance 
cock, gold chatons, and blued screws 




back of the watch. On the front, the dial and its elements, 
including the hands are perfectly finished providing a crystal 
clear indication of the time as well as the power reserve. The 
transparent sapphire crystal installed on both sides also allow 
one to marvel at the Glashutte ribbing decoration of the three- 
quarter plate made of untreated German silver. The glow of the 
silver from the back sets the perfect stage for the visible eight 
gold chatons that are screwed in with blued screws. 



SIMPLE PLEASURES 

With "never stand still" as Walter Lange's 
personal motto resonating in our heads, we 
witness the new Saxonia, Saxonia Automatic, 
and the Saxonia DualTime. The utterly 
discreet improvements set upon these 
three timepieces culminate in them being 
watches of elegance and purity, exuding 
the aura of Saxon watchmaking. 

After 20 years as a key member 
of the brand, the Saxonia is now 
considered a modern classic and 
already plays a permanent 
role within the manufactory's 
repertoire of fine watches. 

With that said, the 
changes that grace 
the family of Saxonia 
watches include the gold 
applied hour markers 
being moved outwards towards 
the periphery of the dial. 

Among these markers are the 
double baton appliques that mark 
each quarter of the hour. The slightly 
extended black graduations of the minute 
scale are also tweaked to make them 
appear more striking. On the Saxonia 
Automatic and the Saxonia DualTime, the 
tens markers of the sub-seconds dial have 
been endowed with numerals. 

To make the watches fit better under 
a shirt cuff of a well-dressed gentleman, the 
designers slightly reduced the case size of two 
Saxonia models. The diameter of the manually 
wound Saxonia is now 35mm. Moreover, with 



a reduced diameter of 38.5mm, the Saxonia Dual Time now comes 
in the same case size as the Saxonia Automatic. Whatever it is, for 
the one looking for the pinnacle of watch finishing in an elegant and 
straightforward package, we can expect that the three Saxonias 
presented here would fit the bill. The manual-winding Saxonia is an 
essential gentleman's dress watch. The Saxonia Automatic is for the 
one who wants something similar, but would want to forego the ritual 
of winding the watch every two days. Finally, the Saxonia Dual Time 
is for the business traveller who always has to look his 
best in a suit. 



A YEAR TO REMEMBER 

Perhaps the greatest showpiece of the brand's 
bicentennial collection is this 1815 200^^ Anniversary 
Limited Edition timepiece. Cased in platinum 
with a stark solid silver dial, this 1815 is crafted 
specifically to salute the founder of brand, 
Ferdinand Adolph Lange, who was born exactly 
two centuries ago. 

Definitely the ultimate gentleman's 
■ess watch, this 1815 piece charms 
with a sleek elegance with its three- 
level dial that contrasts against the 
Arabic numerals on it as well as the 
rhodiumed hands that tell the time in 
a precise manner. 

The all-important German 
silver plate, which is visible from the 
back, plays a key role in making it - 
and all other Lange timepieces - loyal 
to the codes of German watchmaking. 
When F.A. Lange perfected the 
three-quarter plate in 1864, it became 
the perfect and stable platform to mount 
all the important elements of the movement 
including the hand-engraved balance cock, the 
classic screw balance, the whiplash spring, the 
gold chatons, and the blue screws. With those 
elements in place, all the necessary hallmarks of 
Saxon watchmaking have found their home. Today, 
no Lange watch would be complete without it and 
those finely embellished components. Surely, one 
would not accept anything less from the manufacture 
- especially not for any of these monumental 200^^ 
anniversary limited edition of 200 pieces. O 
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THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF F.A. LANGE 

His timepieces are extremely sought after, but F.A. Lange is not only known for his 
superbly crafted pocket watches. He also introduced a number of advancements in 

horology and time measurement 



INTRODUCTION OF 
THE METRIC SYSTEM 
INTO HOROLOGY 

Once F.A. Lange returned from his 
travels in Switzerland, France, and 
England, he found it more practical to 
use the metric system instead of the 
French lignes as measurement units. 




Workbook showcasing Lange's notes 
using the metric system 



CREATION OF PRECISE 
TOOLS TO IMPROVE 
WATCHMAKING 
PRECISION 

Valuable measuring toots help 
elevate Lange's watches to be more 
precisely manufactured. Lange 
create several precise measuring 
toots to determine, with greater 
accuracy, the depth, length, and 
diameter of watch components. 
These toots were capable of 
measuring down to an accuracy of 
a lO^^of a millimetre. The measuring 
results are easily read on an arc- 
shaped scale by a metal arm. 




Precise measuring 
instruments 



CREATION OF A 
DIAL GAUGE 

Lange also created a dial gauge, 
which was used to measure filigreed 
components that required particular 
precision tike arbours and pivots, it 
was able to achieve accuracy down 
to lOO^^of a millimetre. 



INTRODUCTION OF 
THE LATHE IN WATCH 
MANUFACTURING 
PROCESSES 

Lange introduced the watchmaker's 
lathe to replace the traditional 
rotating arc, thus ensuring high- 
precision manufacturing. 



REDESIGNED THE FORM 
OF TEETH ON GEAR- 
WHEELS AND PINIONS 

Lange reduced the propensity 
of friction with new gear wheels 
and pinions with a new style of 
tooth profile 




The dial micrometre 




The lathe revolutionised high-precision 
manufacturing for watches. Redesigned wheels 
and pinions in watch mechanisms brought 
about enhanced robustness 




Redesigned wheels and pinions 
for greater efficiency 
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The famous three-quarter ptate that 
defines German watchmaking 



THE THREE-QUARTER 
PLATE BECAME A 
BOLD IDENTIFYING 
COMPONENT 

Once of the most famous inventions by 
Lange, it was devetoped over a period 
of many years. It improved the stabitity 
of the movement white becoming a 
distinctive characteristic feature of his 
pocket watches and, today, it stitt is the 
identifying component in any watch 
made by A. Lange & Sohne. 



Gatn^rad und Anker 
der freien Ankerhemmur^ 
einer Ori^inad-Glashutter-Lan^-Uhr 



The Gtashutte tever escapement 

GLASHUTTE LEVER 
ESCAPEMENT IMPROVES 
PRECISION IN TIME 
TELLING 

The aim to make watches more 
precise led Lange to construct 
an escapement system, called 
the free lever escapement. Each 
pattet was made from a single 
piece construction and contained 
contoured pallet-stones that were 
set blanketed. 



Att of Lange's work were highty 
sought after due to their fine finishing 

HIGH DECORATION 
BECAME A KEY FEATURE IN 
LANGE’S WATCHES 

High quality is compulsory for 
any watch made by him and his 
company. Lange learned this from 
his mentor and ensures that all his 
watches are perfectly crafted and 
finely finished. 





CROWN WINDING 
BROUGHT A SLEEKER 
SILHOUETTE 



THE JUMPING SECOND A MASSIVE NINE-METRE 

IMPROVED READING PENDULUM IN 

OF TIME THE FACTORY 



Crown winding replaced winding 
by means of a key, making it much 
easier to wind up the watch. 




Crown winding is seen in this earty 
pocket watch, which Lange and his 
brother-in-taw, Bernhard Gutkaes, 
produced in around 1850 



The "seconde morte" mechanism 
(dead seconds) Lange developed 
allowed an independent big seconds 
hand to jump every second. His sons 
further developed this idea and filed 
for a patent application in 1877. 




Jumping seconds attow for easier 
reading of the seconds hand 



Lange created a nine-metre tall 
pendulum in the manufactory of 
1873. He also designed the lever 
escapement of the movement 
and relied on his son, Richard, for 
calculating the pendulum. 




The nine-metre pendutum in the 
then new manufactory in 1873 
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AGENDA I TIME MANAGEMENT 



BIG BLUE OCEANUS 

The latest emblem of Casio s high technology know-how arrives in Kuala Lumpur, 
solidifying the brand s position at the top of the gadget heap words & interview by kelvin tan 




asio's latest generation of the Oceanus watch arrived at 
our shores and we managed to catch up with three key 
members of the Casio team to understand what this latest 
range of timepieces mean for the Japanese technology giant. 

At hand were Akio Ota, general manager for marketing, as well 
as Yoshiyuki Hasegawa and Katuaki Karasawa, both from the 
Timepiece R&D Centre. 

Can you tell us what are the diFFerences between Casio's premium 
and mass-market watches? 

To justify the premium price tag, we ensure that a lot of effort is put 
into the construction of the watch. 

How long did the conceptualisation oF this generation oF Oceanus 
take? What were the most diFFicult challenges? 

It took us two years. Probably the most difficult aspect in the 
creation of these watches is the idea of ensuring that the watch 
looks elegant. For that, we must have a metal cased watch. 
However, it is common knowledge that metal obstructs the 
reception of the GPS and radio wave signals, so it was a challenge 
for us to design and create a case to circumvent this problem. If you 
manage to take a peek inside the watch, you will see that it is full of 
electronic circuitry. 



How large is the number oF staFF manning the production lines oF the 
premium watches? 

Only qualified and certified staff are allowed to work on these watches. 
In total, there are about 20 of them that have the right skills and level 
of experience. At full capacity, we can achieve up to 8,000 completed 
watches per month. 

Why did you include two technologies For time synchronisation here? 
Why not just choose to have either the GPS or radio wave signal? 

Well, our watches first came with radio wave technology, and then we 
developed the GPS signal time synchronisation. GPS does not work 
indoors whereas the former does. So we decided to keep the radio 
wave time synchronisation functionality of the watches to address this. 

With so much technology packed inside the watch, is battery power 
consumption a diFFicult challenge to overcome? 

Of course, the watch is powered by solar, so we do not face this issue 
at all! 

Are all the components oF the watches developed in-house? 

Not all of it. The parts that we do not manufacture ourselves, we 
ensure that they meet our stringent quality control - we call our 
standards, "The Casio Quality". 
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With the push by Casio in recent years to produce more analogue 
watches, may we ask why Casio has decided to produce a ticking 
motion for the seconds hand instead of a smooth one? 

This is unfortunately the limitation of the said solar powered 
mechanism within the watch. We needed more efficient power 
consumption, so we decided to use the ticking motion, in a way, 
you can say that our seconds hand moves at the right time when 
it needs to. 

Who is the target market for your premium watches? 

As our watches come with GPS time signal reception, our Oceanus 
watches are for business people and travellers. The jet set. 

How do you plan to market the premium and higher priced Casio 
watches and make them desirable to the watch community? 

Frankly, we know that many people know Casio as the brand 
that produces watches for the masses. We need to explain our 
technology and the reasons for our designs. Also, we need to 
showcase the finishing and construction of our products. As one 
can see, the construction of our premium watches match that 
of Swiss watches double or triple the prices of our watches. We 
need to educate not only our customers, but also our dealers 
and retailers. 

How do you plan to compete against smartwatches? 

We are watchmakers. We concentrate on putting functions that 
are meaningful towards telling the time. We do not approach it by 
putting other functions and features that do not go with this idea. 
This is how we plan to market our watches and present our ideas 
that are actually different from the goal of a smartwatch. o 



A WATCH 
FOR THE JET SET 



T he watches in the Casio Oceanus 

range of G1000 and P1000 are priced 
between RM5,087 and RM8,903. No 
doubt costing a pretty penny's premium over the 
Casio watches we are familiar with, the Oceanus 
is an elegant and supremely well-made 
timepiece filled to the brim with avant-garde 
features such as GPS and radio wave time 
synchronisation. The P1000 range also includes 
a compass function for the adventure seeker. 
Befitting its premium status, one can view 
these desirable timepieces only at the following 
selected G-Factory boutiques and retailers: 
G-Factory lUtama, G-Factory Sunway Pyramid, 
G-Factory Fahrenheit 88, Eraman at KLiA 
contact pier, and Wear & When Nu Sentral 
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AGENDA I TALK THE TALK 



FRENCH CONNECTION 

Founder of BRM, Bernard Richards, was in Kuala Lumpur to discuss 
its new Starhill Gallery flagship store interview by kelvin tan 




H T hen I was young, I was a bad boy in school and I 
\/\/ really did not find any proper job. At 14, my parents 
y y enrolled me into a watchmaking school in Paris for 
three years and then i worked for my parents for a few years, i also 
took up gemmology because when i was growing up, i used to see 
people who sold diamonds driving Ferraris and Porsches, so i wanted 
to be like them too! in 1986, i started my own company and worked 
with a lot of big watch brands. As i was in love with motorsports, i 
wanted to work with that industry. So i created my first watch and it 
was actually bought by a pilot, i was lucky. To me, pilots are the best 
models for watches. There were only 21 of us in my company then. 

"Today, we are located just outside of Paris. Our facility has 14 
CNC machines and we can make around 2,000 watches a year. Yes, 
it is definitely a challenge for us. We do everything in-house from the 
hands to the dials and even the screws. This is especially so in the past, 
when everyone related to the industry in France died, one by one. This 
is also reflective of the current state of our motor industry in France - 
many motorcycle and automobile manufacturers have not survived. 

"We create watches that are related to or inspired by the 
automobile and motorsport industries. Our customers can choose 
to configure or customise the watches we make for them. To us, 
true luxury is to have a truly unique product. The watch market 



today is all about the big brands that make many watches. We want 
to produce a watch for our customers by hand according to their 
preferences. They can choose the colour of the hands, the dials, or 
the straps to make a unique watch. In all, when taking into account 
all the different combinations. A customer can choose from about 
25,000 different results. And soon, we will be able to offer even 
more customisation options so the number of possible combinations 
would double or even triple. 

"We have recently started a presence in Malaysia. When our 
partners first proposed this plan, I was not so sure yet. Fiowever, today, 
i see the wonderful boutique, its design and the amazing location, i am 
really impressed. Many people just talk, but my partner, Vincent [Chin] 
of BRM Collections Sdn Bhd, is the perfect collaborator in Malaysia. 

Flis firm invested a lot of money and time into this business. Fie first 
bought our watches about 12 years ago. And i found that we have 
similar interests in cars, it was actually just last July when we met in 
Singapore to talk about this project. We had a drink and after about just 
an hour, we decided to collaborate. 

"To us, Starhill Gallery is the best and most well-known 
specialist luxury destination in Malaysia. With the BRM brand, we feel 
it is best matched with a location such as this. We are honoured to 
have a spot right among the best in watchmaking brands. "O 
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DUdHAL 

POsmoNmq 

SYSTEM 



THE WORLD’S FIRST 
FULL-METAL GPS 
HYBRID WAVE CEPTOR 



*1 As of September 2014, CASIO investigation. 2* A function combining CASiO solar 
power-generation with location positioning, determined by GPS (Global Positioning 
System) and time synchronisation through reception of terrestriai radio waves 

Accurate time synchronization by the reception of GPS 
Satellite and Terrestrial Wave Signals / Dual Dial World 
Time (2-city simultaneous display) / Solar Powered 
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AGENDA I COLLECTOR INTERVIEW 



VALUE ADDED 

Investment and financial services banker, Kent Ong, tells us about 
his passion for sports watches interview by kelvin tan 




What got you interested in watches and when did it all begin? 

Like many others, I began when I was a child. My grandfather and 
father loved watches. I was also fascinated with my grandfather's 
standing grandfather clock. It was from before the war. Although it was 
made in China, the clock had internal mechanisms made in Germany. 
This led me to be interested in the tiny movements of mechanical 
watches. Also, when I was at that age, I also played with Lego. My 
love for Lego also added to the love of other small things such as 
watches. However, unlike my father who did not buy much, I must say 
I am already addicted to watches. 

Do you remember your First watch? How did your collection grow? 

It was in primary school. I did welt in my exams and was rewarded with 
a Seiko. When I was 21, 1 got my first Omega. Only in the recent years, 

I began to spend on watches with higher price tags and greater value. 
As an investment banker, my choice of watches are tied to the idea 
that everything I spend on has to have some investment value to it. I 
consider watches to be part of my investment portfolio diversification. 

Can you share with us what your collection consists of? 

I collect sports watches. I have a Rotex watch, some Belt & Ross 
watches and the majority of them are Panerai watches. Most of 
my Panerai watches are limited editions. I also have a Frederique 
Constant. I also own unique watches such as a SevenFriday. In 
addition, I am lucky enough to have an Audemars Piguet handed down 
to me by my father. My watches do not only tell time - I consider them 



as records of time as many of them signify an event in my life. When 
I look at that Omega I mentioned, I am reminded of the time when I 
turned 21. 

With the watches that you have, how do you decide what to wear for 
the day? 

I consider myself a fashionable person. I try to mix and match. For 
example, today, I am wearing mostly white, so I decided to put on my 
black ceramic Panerai for contrast. If I visit a casino, I tend to find my 
tuck to be very good whenever I wear my Panerai "Fook". 

Where do you normally purchase your watches? 

I get my watches mostly from the region as welt as the U.S. and 
Europe. If ever I find a watch that I tike, I try to get it immediately. I 
have had experiences when I told myself to come back later for the 
watch, but it often ends in disappointment as the watch would have 
been sold by the time I returned. This has made me do my research 
about the watches I want to obtain before I decide to step into any 
retail outlet. 

Is there a watch that you are eyeing? 

There is the Patek Philippe World Time Moon 175^^ Anniversary Ref. 
5575 that I want. That is my aim. However, it is a limited edition, 
which is almost impossible to obtain. I am also eyeing the new Belt & 
Ross BR 01 Bronze Skull and the Zenith Bronze Pilot. I really want the 
bronze Panerai, but I have been waiting ages to get one. O 



82 




83 





AGENDA 



ASK THE EXPERT 

Intrepid watch collector and star horology blogger, SJX, lends a hand on all things watch related 




Q: I've noticed that some watches are marketed to contain a "one-minute 
tourbillon", while others use just "tourbillon" in their descriptions. Is there a 
diFFerence between them? Are there types oF tourbillons? 

A: Most tourbillons are one-minute tourbillons. That means the tourbillon carriage 
makes one revolution a minute, which is why the tourbillon cage sometimes has 
a hand mounted on it, allowing it to double up as a seconds hand. While a one- 
minute tourbillon is the default, there are other types. Most rotate at a taster rate, 
like the Greubel Forsey Tourbillon 24 Secondes tor example. That has a cage that 
makes one revolution every 24 seconds, significantly guicker than a conventional 
tourbillon. According to Greubel Forsey, the taster rotation combined with the 
inclined position of the tourbillon (it sits at an angle to the plane of the movement, 
instead of being parallel), allows it to better eliminate the effects of gravity on a 
wristwatch, which is constantly changing position when worn, so gravity acts on 
the balance in multiple directions. Other variations of the tourbillon that turn at high 
speeds are usually multi-axis tourbillon, which have multiple concentric cages 
around the balance wheel, each going at a different speed. Again, the goal is to 
ensure good timekeeping with the watch always being in motion while on the wrist. 



Q: Why can't you operate a minute repeater's 
crown when the strike train is moving? Do minute 
repeaters have any mechanisms to protect against 
the accidental manipulation oF the crown? 

A: Because of the mechanics of a repeater, doing 
so might damage the movement. A repeater relies 
on a rack and snail mechanism for the striking 
mechanism to chime the time shown on the hands. 
When engaged, the strikes of the repeater depend 
on how far a rack moves, which is determined by 
the position of the snail cam. That snail cam is in 
turn linked to the hands. Setting the time means 
moving the snail cam, which interferes with the 
motion of the rack, something that might result in 
an expensive repair. That's why it's increasingly 
common for striking movements to disengage the 
crown when the repeater is in action. A. Lange 
& Sohne, F.P. Journe, Patek Philippe, Breguet, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre are just some of the brands with 
fool-proof minute repeating watches. 

Q: What is isochronism? How is it related to 
constant Force devices that watch brands Fit into 
their watches For "improved isochronism"? 

A: Isochronism in relation to a watch means that 
the balance wheel oscillates at the same rate 
regardless of its amplitude. Because amplitude 
is the degree to which the balance oscillates 
(how much it swings from one side to another) 

- usually 270 to 310 degrees - it tends to drop 
as the mainspring winds down. When a watch is 
fully wound, the mainspring has the maximum 
amount of energy stored, which means it can 
deliver more energy to the balance, giving it 
enough energy to oscillate to a large degree. As 
the power provided by the mainspring drops, so 
does the amplitude. A constant force mechanism 
does away with that problem by ensuring the 
escapement gets constant energy regardless of 
how much energy is left in the mainspring. With 
a constant force mechanism, there's no need to 
worry about isochronism. o 



GOT A BURNING QUESTION 
ORAN AXE TO GRIND? 

Send your letters to react@heart-media.com 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



SLENDER SPLENDOUR 

Never one to rest on its laurels, Jaeger-LeCoultre has just unveiled 
one of the thinnest mechanical wristwatches ever made 

WORDS ANDREW ANG 




M anufacturing ultra-thin timepieces is nothing new to 

Jaeger-LeCouttre. In fact, it is somewhat of a maestro in 
this field. In 1907, the creation of the LeCouttre Calibre 
145, the thinnest mechanical movement of its time, established the 
manufacture's longstanding tradition in ultra-thin horology. 

Presented in four different interpretations, the Master Ultra 
Thin Squelette upholds this tradition, embodying the inventiveness 
and the alliance of 180 fine skills safeguarded by Jaeger- 
LeCoultre. Surpassing the Piaget Altiplano as the world's thinnest 
mechanical watch are its pink gold and white gold versions that 



measure 3.6mm in height. On the other hand, the gem-set versions 
measure 4.7 mm thick- still thinner than the iPhone 6. 

Yet, that isn't enough for Jaeger-LeCoultre, the watch also 
had to be a work of art. As a result, this technical feat flaunts 
the manufacture's delicate metiers rares, or rare handcrafts, 
specifically skeleton working, engraving, and enamelling. 

Ticking within the watch is Calibre 849ASQ, a manual- 
winding movement based on the Calibre 849 used in Jaeger- 
LeCoultre's thinnest watches. Executed in extreme precision 
and dexterity, the movement has been extensively skeletonised. 
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leaving only its most essential components. The hand- 
engraved bridges are finely chamfered in even the most 
inaccessible corners, enhancing light effects all around 
the movement. Calibre 849ASQ consists of 119 parts, 
and has a power-reserve of 33 hours, which is perfectly 
reasonable given its height of merely 1.85 mm. 

On top of that, another remarkable feature of the 
watch is its method of assembly. Unlike the Altiplano 
900P, it follows a conventional structure with two 
sapphire crystals, granting the wearer a see-through 
experience. To improve legibility against the silver-grained 
skeletonised background, the dial is divided into 12 zones, 
each delineated by hour-markers. Depending on the 
model, these zones are adorned with guilloche patterns 
and enamelling, or hand-engraved mother-of-pearl. 

Guillochage is first performed on the hour-zones of 
the pink gold and white gold models, creating a guilloche 
motif, which gives a distinctive rhythm to the overall 
aesthetic of the watch. Flinque enamelling is then carried 
out on the dial surface, proceeded with successive firing 
operations that reveal the chosen shade - a strongly 
pigmented deep blue for the white gold version, or a 
frosted chestnut brown to match the pink gold case. 
Instead of enamel, the hour zones of the gem-set models 
are embellished with hand-engraved white mother-of- 
pearl. Using mother-of-pearl and diamonds on the men's 
watch is a striking aesthetic choice in itself. Its shimmering 
iridescence forms a glowing ring around the skeleton 
movement visible through the sapphire crystal. The 
back of the 38mm case provides a mirror image of the 
sequenced hour-zone design, illustrating the expertise of 
the master artisans. 

Lastly, each Master Ultra Thin Squelette watch 
is paired with a slender case band that has been 
meticulously hand-engraved, representing the seamless 
integration of design, and impeccable watchmaking 
artistry of Jaeger-LeCoultre. o 



72 brilliant-cut diamonds 
are set on the bezel of the 
mother-of-pearl model 



MOVEMENT Manual-winding Jaeger-LeCoultre Calibre 
849ASQ with 33-hour power reserve 

CASE 38mm in white gold, white gold with gem-set 
bezel, pink gold, and pink gold with gem-set bezel, water 
resistant to 30m 

STRAP Alligator leather with pin buckle 

PRICE MYR212,000 (pink gold), MYR223,000 (white 
gold), MYR260,000 (pink gold with diamonds), 
MYR271,000 (white gold with diamonds) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



TICK TORQUE 

Signal your passion for Formula One racing with the Franck Muller 
Vanguard Racing words celine yap 





F ranck Muller's Vanguard collection may be relatively new, but it is already 
shaping up to be just as versatile as its other mainstays like the Crazy Hours, 
Master Banker, and Long island. At times elegant and refined, and at others 
sporty and masculine, the Vanguard is anything but subtle, which makes it an excellent 
choice when attention is what you seek. Why be discreet when you can be bold? Hey, 
it's not like enjoying luxury watches is an offence. But if it is, then you can surely expect 
a ticket when you're wearing any one of the new Vanguard Racing pieces. 

This series has been designed and created especially for the Singapore Formula 
One Grand Prix, reiterating Franck Muller's deep passion for motor racing, in particular 
F1 racing, which is indisputably the pinnacle of motor racing. Taking a cue from the 
engineers and computer scientists behind the scenes of F1, Franck Muller has chosen 
to fabricate the cases of these watches out of a single block of forged carbon, like how 
F1 cars have monocoque chassis. Known for its excellent strength-to-weight ratio, this 
material also sports a unique texture on the surface that's different from carbon fibre, 
but just as racy. 

Very limited in production, the Vanguard Racing is available in three variations - 
a classic time-only one, a chronograph model, and a carrousel, which is not the same 
as a tourbillon, but also fulfils a gravity-defying function. Hand-polished and brushed 
numerals raise the performance-oriented allure of the watches, while tire and racing 
flag motifs, as well as a carbon fibre dial, reinforce the message that they are born for 
the tracks. o 



MOVEMENT Calibre FM0800 self-winding 
movement with 42-hour power reserve 

CASE 44mm x 53.7mm in carbon, water resistant 
to 100m 

STRAP Rubber with fabric and deployant buckle 
PRICE Unavailable 



MOVEMENT Calibre FM7000 self-winding 
chronograph movement with 48-hour power reserve 

CASE 44mm x 53.7mm in carbon, water resistant 
to 100m 

STRAP Rubber with fabric and deployant buckle 
PRICE Unavailable 



MOVEMENT Calibre CS-03 manual-winding 
carrousel movement with five-day power reserve 

CASE 44mm x 53.7mm in carbon, water resistant 
to 100m 

STRAP Rubber with fabric and deployant buckle 
PRICE Unavailable 
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ALPINA SPECIAL 



THE MOUNTAINS 
ARE CALLING 

Professional sports watchmaker Alpina makes more than just high-tech 
and robust timepieces for the lover of extreme activities 



ith a history stretching back as far as 1883, Swiss watch 
brand Atpina has created many watches that reflect its 
longstanding tradition in producing innovative watches 
that fulfil their functionality and purpose out in the field. Professionals 
have, more than often, admired the brand for its ability to come forth 
with watches suited for the environments they encounter in the 
course of their duties. Ever since the Swiss watchmaking maestro, 
Gottlieb Hauser, founded the Alpina Swiss Watchmakers Corporation, 
the company has never ceased to improve their timepieces so that 
its customers are never left wanting in their demands for a suitable 
timepiece to accompany them in their jobs. 

The Alpina Swiss Watchmakers Corporation, also known as 
Alpina Union Horlogere S.A. (UH) / Schweizerische Uhrmacher- 
Genossenschaft (SUG)' ('Corporation of Swiss Watchmakers'), 



was initially an entity that combined the efforts and strengths of 
leading independent watchmakers. At that time, these individuals 
named themselves as Alpinists, and Hauser had named this act 
of coming together, the Alpinist Principle. Sensing great synergy, 
Hauser brought these people together to form a federation of watch 
manufacturers and suppliers. Over time, this gathering eventually 
began producing their very own in-house calibres and chronometers, 
inevitably, this led to the trademark, Alpina, being registered in 1901 
and appearing on high-end watches produced by the group, it was 
also at this time that the famous Alpina logo first accompanied the 
Alpina name on its watches. 

in 1908, on its 25^^ anniversary, in order to ensure that the 
Alpina brand remained synonymous with high guality watches and 
calibres, the union decided to only use the brand name on watches 






and movements that achieve such levets. In addition, the 
union decided to modify the triangte togo of the brand 
and make it a bold red to match its ambitions. 

By the 1920s, Alpina had already become a 
successful entity that counted among the leading 
Swiss watchmaking companies with factories in 
Switzerland as well as Germany. It had already 
proven its capabilities in producing perpetual 
calendar and chronometer pocket watches, and 
garnered a gold medal at the Swiss National 
Awards. The following decade saw Alpina picking 
up steam as it became the choice watch brand for 
professionals including pilots, athletes, technicians, 
and engineers. 

THE SPORTS WATCH APPEARS 

However, it was not until 1933 that Alpina first launched 
a sports watch. Called the Block Uhr, this strapping watch 
had a solid steel case and featured a close fitting connection 
between its crown and winding stem that prevented dust from 
entering the watch. 

Just five years later, another legendary timepiece was 
launched, and it was called the Alpina 4. The numeric 4 represented 
the capabilities of the watch, namely, antimagnetic, water-resistant, 
anti-shock, and a highly robust steel case. Athletes and professionals 
working in extreme conditions took immediate notice and many 
decided that there was finally a watch that justified its home on their 
wrists. In the following years, Alpina continued its success with 
introductions of watches that included automatic movements and 
chronograph complications. 

During these times, the Alpina Tropic Proof was launched in 
1968 with a 'Qualite Geneve' case with the already well-known Alpina 
4 characteristics. The watch was then followed by another iconic 
timepiece, the Alpina Diver 10 Seastrong, which featured two crowns. 
One of them could be used to determine diving decompression time 
and was very useful to professional divers. 



THE REBIRTH BEGINS 

The quartz era, which began from around 1971, caused 
the brand to sink into the shadows temporarily. 

Alpina had remained an independent company, 
but kept mostly silent during those dark times. It 
was not until 2002 when Peter Stas, a Dutch 
businessman who also owned the Swiss 
watch company, Frederique Constant, and 
his wife, Aletta Stas, took notice of Alpina 
and bought over the brand. Stas looked through 
the archives of Alpina and found out about the 
Alpina Principle. It had then inspired him to revive 
the brand and soon thereafter, Alpina once again 
graced the exhibition halls of BaselWorld with a new 
timepiece in 2003. 

With new watches and in-house calibres in tow, 
Alpina celebrated its 123^^ anniversary in 2006 with the 
introduction of its new watch manufactory in Plan-Les- 
Ouates, Geneva. The production and development teams 
further evolved, and in 2009, for the first time ever in the 
brand's history, an Alpina watch was born with a tourbillon inside. 

It was known as the Extreme Tourbillion and it had a manufacture 
calibre, the AL-980. In the same year, Alpina bolstered its brand 
prestige by becoming the official timekeeper of the 12 Hours of Sebring 
Endurance Race. 

THE CHOICE OF PROFESSIONALS 

The timepieces launched by Alpina continue to pique the interest 
of professionals seeking a reliable tool watch to wear while they go 
about with their routine physical tasks. It can be said that success 
came to the brand as it continued to produce innovative, functional, 
as well as robust timepieces, while remaining true to its core values 
and heritage. The latest watches from Alpina, of course, do not deviate 
from this principle. Reflecting its strengths, Alpina recently launched 
two highlight models that should be able to attract a wide range of 
watch audience. 




Alpina Pilot Watch 
from the 1930s 







An Alpina watch with a 
chronometer ebauche that 
uses a Glashutte escapement, 
instead of the typical Swiss 
^ anchor escapement, was 
adopted as standard German 



navy equipment 












CHBO 



INA 
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ALPINA SPECIAL 



STARTIMER PILOT MANUFACTURE 

A limited edition with a production run of an auspicious 8,888 pieces, 
the Startimer Pitot Manufacture is a sleek representation of Alpina's 
intent to make sports watches for the gentleman pilot. The time and 
date watch is given a sapphire crystal in the front so that the gleaming 
anthracite sunray dial becomes the main feature of the watch. The 
convex crystal itself is scratch resistant and given an anti-reflective 
treatment. Beyond it, one can view the luminous hands as they 
contrast against the dial. To finish off the high quality dial, Arabic 
numerals and indices are applied onto it. Perhaps the most obvious 
design feature on the watch is the signature Alpina red triangle 
acting as the base of the central seconds hand. Equipped with the 
manufacture Alpina AL-710 calibre, the mechanisms of the watch can 
be seen through the transparent case back of the watch as it powers 
the watch for 42 hours. 

The date indicator is shown as a sub-dial at six o'clock and a 
white stitched leather strap attaches the 44mm stainless steel case 
of the timepiece to the wrist. Furthermore, a screw-down crown 
offers enough protection to the innards of the watch to grant it a 100m 
water resistance rating. Individually numbered Startimer watches are 
presented in a gift box along with a Cessna Mustang miniature plane to 
allow the owner to admire the watch's aviation related design concept. 



Individually numbered Startimer watches 
are presented in a gift box along with a 
Cessna Mustang miniature plane to allow 
the owner to admire the watch's aviation 
related design concept 
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The Alpina Alpiner4 
Manufacture Flyback 
Chronograph 



ALPINER 4 MANUFACTURE FLYBACK 
CHRONOGRAPH 

Being sporty in nature, Alpina is a brand wett known for its 
chronograph watches. Throughout its history, the Swiss company has 
consistently produced watches with this sought-after comptication. 
This year, at BaselWortd 2015, the company taunched its first 
timepiece that is a fully developed in-house and manufactured 
chronograph. Unlike the aforementioned Startimer, the Alpiner 4 
Manufacture Flyback Chronograph instead has a Calibre AL-760 
within. In actuality, the AL-760 is a calibre AL-710 attached with a 
chronograph module. Like the latter, this calibre has a date hand at six 
o'clock. It can store up to 38 hours of power reserve and, also like the 
AL-710, is wound automatically with a bi-directional rotor. 

Of note is the fact that the chronograph module of the AL-760 
comprises only 96 individual parts. However, despite its modular 
construction, when looked from the right side of the case, observers 
will noticed that the crown and chronograph push buttons fall along 
the same axis. With those parts, the Alpiner 4 features an eighth- 
second chronograph that has the added bonus of flyback functionality. 
This means that the chronograph can be stopped and restarted from 
zero by depressing the corresponding push-piece just once. 

A sub-dial at three o'clock adds cumulative times up to a 
maximum of 30 minutes while a sub-dial at nine o'clock displays the 
seconds. Hands sitting on the dial are painted with Super-LumiNova to 
improve legibility. This timepiece is water resistant to 100m and has 



a sporty stainless steel case measuring 45mm across the diameter 
that is reminiscent of the original Alpina 4 of 1938. Like the original, 
the Alpiner 4 features the four characteristics: Antimagnetic, water- 
resistant, shock-protected, and non-rusting. Behind, a screw-down 
case back bears the Alpina logo. Wearers can choose between a 
stainless steel bracelet or alligator leather strap. 
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YOUR HIGHNESS 



STARTIMER PILOT 

Swiss Professional Pilot Chronograph 

1/IOth of seoond ohronograph - Split and add funotions 

Big date - 100m (300ft) water-resistant 
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Exclusive Distributor: FJ Benjamin (M) Sdn Bhd, Malaysia I Tel: 03 2056 691 1 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



BIG DEAL 

Armand Nicolet upsized its sporty J09 collection, giving its customers 
literally more to love words yeonachoi 




A rmand Nicolet's newest models of the J09 collection expand 
in all dimensions - case size and thickness. Although they 
are bigger than the previous 39mm versions, they are 
still not awfully huge, at very a manageable 41mm in diameter. The 
boldness and visibility of the larger timepieces naturally offers better 
legibility to the user. 

If you have a thing for sporty timepieces that are spiked with a 
touch of vintage flair, then the new J09 might be right up your alley. 
The new collection also offers a choice of stainless steel or rose gold 
cases, along with a variety of straps to consider - blue rubber, black 
alligator leather, and a two-tone bracelet in steel and rose gold. Like 
most quality watches, the sapphire crystal has been given an anti- 
glare treatment for better legibility and another sapphire crystal on the 
case back allows you to see the movement. 

This series uses an automatic movement with a power reserve 
that is estimated at 36 hours. The day-date model features rose gold 
and stainless steel on its case and to top it all off, a dial with a guilloche 
motif. The case also has a mildly sloping bezel, leading down to a 



polished lug, which perfectly matches the case's finishing. In addition, 
there's the 15mm-thick chronograph version for watch enthusiasts 
who like their timepieces it a little more complicated. These are 
available with a black or blue dial. 

While most new companies in the luxury watch space aim to 
wow customers with wild designs, Armand Nicolet has been all about 
the details. The J09 collection introduces a sense of 'Armand Nicolet 
polish' to the traditional cushion-style case. O 



MOVEMENT Self-winding AN2846-9 (day-date); self-winding AN 
2045/2872 (chronograph), both with 36-hour power reserve 

CASE Stainless steel, stainless steel and rose gold, or DLC-coated 
stainless steel and rose gold, water resistant to 50m 

STRAP Bracelet in either stainless steel, or stainless steel and 
rose gold; strap in either alligator leather or rubber, all with 
deployant buckles 

PRICE From CHF2,500 (approximately $3,560) to CHF4,600 
(approximately $6,550) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 




SEA & BE SEEN 

The worlds of adventure diving and high society intertwine in the 
Bulgari Diagono Scuba words celine yap 



T he revival of a classic is always welcome news in the watch 
collecting community, which is why Bulgari's new and 
improved Diagono Scuba has been making waves since its 
relaunch. First seen in 1994, when Bulgari had decided to introduce 
a nautical version of its Diagono line of sports watches, this timepiece 
is by no means a mere tool watch or fashion accessory. Indeed, that 
would simply not be acceptable for a maison like Bulgari, for whom 
style is everything and so is substance. 

Stronger, more luxurious, and modern than before, this new 
arrival might accompany its wearer onboard the most glamorous 
yachts or to the most exclusive luxury island resorts. Bulgari had done 
an amazing job retaining the core aesthetic of the watch, preserving 
the much-loved fluted rotating bezel and integrated lug system. What 
has changed are the proportions, which truth be told, can hardly be 
discernible unless both models are placed side by side. This change is 
welcome, though, as a more refined bezel and slimmer case definitely 
raises the luxurious feel of the watch. The minute markers on the bezel 
have also been reduced to only the five-minute markers. 

Says director of Bulgari's watch design centre, Fabrizio 



Buonamassa Stigliani, "The approach that guided the reinterpretation 
of the new Diagono Scuba absolutely had to preserve the spirit of the 
Scuba's first-generation - an extremely chic watch symbolising Italian 
elegance. The essential elements of the original design have been 
maintained: A dial and bezel picking up the architectural codes of the 
Roman column and arches, as well as similar hands and hour markers. 
The performance of the watch stems from its highly specific design." 

Still, while the Diagono Scuba probably won't make it to the 
Mediterranean Sea or any body of water, it would definitely be a cool 
timepiece to be sporting at the poolside as you sit back and cuddle that 
third pina colada. O 



MOVEMENT Calibre Solotempo self-winding movement with 42-hour 
power reserve 

CASE 41mm in steel, steel and pink gold, or pink gold 

STRAP Rubber with steel or pink gold pin buckle or bracelet in steel or 
steel and pink gold 

PRICE From RM22,400 (steel on rubber strap) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



MILITARY SWAG 

Panerai s Radiomir 1940 collection welcomes the arrival of three new models, 
each as distinct as the next words Andrew ang 




Radiomir 1940 3 Days Radiomir 1940 3 Days Radiomir 1940 3 Days GMT 

Ceramica PAM577 Automatic Titanio PAM619 Oro Rosso PAM570 



T he mantra of Panerai, "Laboratorio di Idee", resonates well with those 
who love its watches. Meaning "Laboratory of Ideas", the brand has 
largely focused on innovation and manufacturing robust watches without 
being overly burdened by issues such as aesthetics - the frills. That today's watch 
aficionados adore Panerai for the design of its watches is only ironic if it didn't have 
anything else to offer. But it does, and this is where its unique military heritage 
comes in handy. 

Radiomir 1940 first came about in - you guessed it - the 1940s to meet 
the strict demands of the Italian Royal Navy commandos. As the watches had 
to remain underwater for long periods of time, resistance to extreme conditions 
had to be a guarantee. This saw the introduction of reinforced lugs and other 
modifications to the case that distinguished the Radiomir 1940 from its compadre, 
the Radiomir. This year, Panerai extended its Radiomir 1940 collection with three 
new additions. Inspired by Panerai pieces of the 1930s, these watches have 
been given contemporary facelifts, while preserving the beloved core features of 
historical models. 

The Radiomir 1940 3 Days Ceramica PAM577 is a watch that cuts a striking 
figure. Its matte black, oversized ceramic case has a strong technical appearance, 
but remains comfortable on the wrist thanks to its relative lightness. Made of 
synthesised zirconium oxide, the ceramic cushion-shaped case is not only lighter, 
but also more resistant to scratches, corrosive elements, and high temperatures. 

Oversized numerals were swapped for dot-and-bar hour markers for greater 
dial clarity. Blended seamlessly with the black sandwich dial is a relief image of 
the Silura a Lenta Corsa (SLC) - every Paneristi's favourite WW2 torpedo. It is a 



RADIOMIR 1940 3 DAYS CERAMICA PAM577 

MOVEMENT Manual-winding Calibre P.3000 with 72- 
hour power reserve 

CASE 48mm in black ceramic, water resistant to 100m 

STRAP Brown untreated leather with trapezoidal DLC- 
coated titanium buckle 

PRICE RM42,610 



RADIOMIR 1940 3 DAYS AUTOMATIC TITANIO PAM619 

MOVEMENT Self-winding Calibre R4000 with 72-hour 
power reserve 

CASE 45mm in titanium, water resistant to 100m 
STRAP Brown buffalo leather with constrasting stitching 
PRICE RM40,390 



RADIOMIR 1940 3 DAYS GMT ORO ROSSO PAM570 

MOVEMENT Manual-winding Calibre P3001/10 with 
date, second time zone, power reserve indicator on the 
back, seconds reset, and 72-hour power reserve 

CASE 47mm in polished red gold, water resistant to 50m 
STRAP Brown alligator leather strap with red gold buckle 
PRICE RM112,470 
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reminder that despite the watch's contemporary appearance, it sports 
a diat that shared close ties with one of the most significant events in 
modern history. 

The watch is driven by an in-house manuat-winding movement, 
which features an hour hand quick-set function that does not 
interfere with the minute hand. This is especially useful to ~ 

frequent travellers who don't fancy wearing a GMT watch. 

If the Radiomir 1940 collection were The 
Avengers, then the 3 Days Automatic Titanic 
PAM619 would be its Tony Stark, because the 
45mm watch is constructed with two different 
types of titanium. Grade 2 titanium, known for its 
lightness - 40 per cent lighter than steel - and 
resistance to corrosion, is a perfect choice for 
the case band, while the bezel and crown, 
compose of grade 5 titanium, gives the 
watch its polished grey. 

PAM619 also features the sandwich 
dial construction, but in its purest iteration. 

Evoking historical models are the oversized 
numerals highlighted with Super-LumiNova, 
and the small seconds dial at nine o'clock. 

These features were crucial to navy divers in the 
1930s, who required maximum legibility of the dial 
in low-light conditions. 

While the dial looks like it came from the 
1930s, the movement certainly doesn't. Introduced in 
2014, Calibre R4000 is not only Panerai's first automatic 
movement in a Radiomir 1940, but also the brand's 

The back oF the 

first movement with a decentralised micro oscillating displays its 



weight. This keeps the movement slim as the oscillating weight is 
fitted within the movement instead of being superimposed upon it. 
With the spring barrels connected in a series. Calibre R4000 has a 
power reserve of 72 hours. 

The snazziest of the lot is the Panerai Radiomir 1940 3 
— Days GMT Oro Rosso PAM570. Limited to 300 pieces, it 
has a 47mm cushion case made entirely of 5Npt red gold, 
an alloy with a higher percentage of copper and a small 
amount of platinum with gold. It comes with a brown 
alligator strap secured by a matching buckle. 

Like PAM619, the brown sandwich dial here 
utilised oversized numerals and baton indices, 
with a small seconds sub-dial at nine o'clock. 

But that's not all. As its name suggests, the 
watch has a GMT function, which is indicated 
by the arrow-shaped central hand. In addition, 
date is displayed via an aperture positioned at 
three o'clock. 

Flipping the watch over reveals the 
attractive Calibre P.3001/10, a manual-winding 
movement that packs as much functions as 
it does looks. The brush finished skeletonised 
bridges may be breath-taking, but they also serve 
a purpose. They allow you to witness the inner 
workings of the watch, including the winding and 
unwinding of the mainspring. 

As distinct as the three new Radiomir 1940 models 
are from one another, they hark back to a time in human 
^ history where unwavering performance made all the 

power reserve difference in the world. O 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



GOOD AS GOLD 

The brand with the Golden Bridges gives us a masterpiece of horology armed 
with the most complex of complications words kelvin tan 




T he Girard-Perregaux Minute Repeater with Gold Bridges 
pleases its wearer on two fronts: Visuat and aural. With a 
mien that's chock full of details to admire, the watch seduces 
the eyes first with its strike train, which is positioned prominently 
on the upper top hemisphere of the cavernous movement, 
Steadfastly, the snails and racks move upon command, 
and instantaneously, translating a visual display of time 
into a melodious one. Of course, lots more await your 
attention, and all you have to do is move your eyes to 
the other parts of the dial. 

Indeed, the manufacture has redesigned this 
most complex of great horological complications. 

By bringing the striking mechanisms to the front, 
it is possible to not only hear it better, but also 
witness what happens when the movement is 
chiming. One can say it is as though the watch 
mimics a live performing orchestra where the 
audience can not only enjoy the music, but also 
see the musicians perform. 

Symbolic of the best timepieces that come out of 
the Girard-Perregaux manufactory are the famous three 
gold bridges that hold key components of the movement 
in place. For this timepiece, however, the top bridge is 
relinquished for the benefit of allowing the owner to marvel 
at the delicately and pristinely finished strike train. Placing it 
on the front is also a functional move as the sound producing 




mechanisms are given less obstruction, with which to transmit sound 
to the wearer. 

As though to balance the strike train at the top, the tourbillon cage 
is placed at six o'clock, suspended by the lower gold bridge. By placing 
these two greatest of traditional complications on either side 
of the central gold bridge, Girard-Perregaux leaves nothing to 
speculation. Make no mistake, this is a watch that's not afraid 
of scrutiny, for every part has been painstakingly finished 
and decorated - how befitting of such awe-inspiring 
complications. The watch harmoniously unites design, 
craftsmanship, and technical know-how, pointing to 
the fact that this timepiece is one that would take 
pride of place in the collection of even the most 
seasoned and hardnosed collector. Finally, a 
timepiece of this calibre is, understandably, 
not for everyone, and only 10 limited editions 
will be made for the extremely lucky owners. o 



MOVEMENT Manual-winding Calibre GP09500-0002 
tourbillon movement with minute repeater, and 58- 
hour power reserve 

CASE 45mm in pink gold, water resistant to 30m 

STRAP Fland-stitched black alligator with triple-folding 
buckle in pink gold with safety lock 



PRICE Upon request 
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HIGHLIGHTS 




THE FUTURE AWAITS 

Art and science collide in the Ulysse Nardin Anchor Tourbillon 



WORDS KELVIN TAN 



U lysse Nardin's new Anchor Tourbillon could very well 
be the embodiment of the perfect dress watch. This 
stunning watch has its heart ticking with the constant 
amplitude of the tourbillon cage that weighs less than 0.4g. This 
works hand in hand with the constant Anchor Escapement that 
is the fulfilment of the brand's eight years of research, and brings 
Ulysse Nardin back to the forefront of watchmaking innovation 
and achievement. 

The innovative escapement is made of silicon and works 
based on the principle of flexible mechanisms that exploit 
the elasticity of flat springs. With this, the pivot staff is made 
redundant as the pallet fork can move without friction. Constant 
force is also achieved thanks to geometric changes executed on 
the said pallet fork, flat springs, and the escapement wheel. 

The final design diverts from the traditional Swiss 
escapement as the new escapement features, instead, a circular 
frame that has the pallet fork in the centre, supported by two 
blade springs that find stability in being fixed perpendicular to 
each other. No doubt, such a complex structure requires the 
inventive use of silicon that's shaped using the DRIE technique. 



The redesigned pallet fork also benefits from DRIE as it contains 
an integral resetting face that allows the blade springs to do its 
work and causes the escape wheel to reset the pallet fork back to 
its almost central position as it approaches the banking face. 

Nevertheless, with all this technical know-how within the 
timepiece, the choice of case still boils down to either rose or white 
gold. No doubt, the masterfully crafted Grand Feu enamel dial sets 
off both options with utmost grace and elegance. The pristine dial, 
created by Donze Cadrans, is further enhanced with the presence 
of the aperture where the tourbillon cage rotates at six o'clock right 
beneath the power reserve indicator. Only 18 lucky watch lovers 
will be crowned owners of each type of case. O 



MOVEMENT Manual-winding Calibre UN178-Manufacture with 
60-second tourbillon. Constant Ulysse Anchor Escapement in 
silicon, hours, minutes, and seven-day power reserve 

CASE 44mm in rose gold or white gold, water resistant to 30m 
STRAP Leather with pin buckle 



PRICE RM374,000 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



ROAD THRILL 

Cheering on the red-hot Chopard Mille Miglia 2014 Race Edition is a cinch 
given its understated good looks and vintage appeal words jason kwong 



W hile we're disinclined to otter a detinite correlation, the 
colour red does seem to indicate a winning streak more 
otten than not. Case in point, Scuderia Ferrari's hoarding 
ot Formula One constructor titles by drivers Niki Lauda, Juan 
Manuel Fangio, and Michael Schumacher; the two 1990s Chicago 
Bulls three-peat composed ot Michael Jordan, Scottie Pippen, and 
a motley crew ot entorcers and spot-up shooters; and ot course, the 
triumphant Manchester United Treble in the early 2000s prior to 
David Beckham's decision to moonlight as an underwear model and 
eventual tashion icon. 

it's a colour that incites a requisite rage, competitive aggression, 
and a killer instinct that separates the wheat trom the chatt. Fience, 
atter experiencing colour spots upon perusing at the flaming-red 
dial of the Mille Miglia's 2015 Race Edition at close quarters, the 
conclusion is that Chopard has a legitimate winner in its hands. The 
watch's design language is a clear throwback to the italian racing 
spirit of the halcyon post-war 1950s that's ostentatiously self- 
assured, oozing a certain recklessness in bravado when necessary. 

A limited edition run of 1,000 in steel and 100 in rose gold, the 
watch chose red to symbolise the racing colours of italy, with hits 
of black and white similar to its Mille Miglia GTS automatic, power 
control, and chronograph siblings presented at BaselWorld 2015. 

The power reserve indicator is reminiscent of 1950s petrol gauges, 
while oversized Arabic numerals at six and 12 o'clock were inspired by 
dashboards of big-ticket vintage makes, which boast muscular grunts 
under the hood. 

As a nod to the participant numbers placed on the doors and 
bonnets, the white date window is framed as a red arrow-shaped 
aperture. The facetted hands and the hour-markers are painted with 
luminescent coating and the bezel has black aluminium graduated 
insert that complement those streamlined lugs designed to hug the 
curvature of the wrist. 

Fiardly a smarmy lothario too eager to put pedal to the metal, 
it has a screw-down case back inscribed with the legendary route of 
"Brescia > Rome > Brescia" and is fitted with a transparent sapphire 



crystal revealing the in-house movement from the workshops of 
Fleurier Ebauches and its openwork oscillating weight within that 
serves as the engine and piston respectively. 

in 1988, Chopard supported the Mille Miglia race for the first 
time as its official timekeeper with the launch of the Mille Miglia 
collection. Proudly tagged as "la corsa piu bella del mondo" (the 
world's most beautiful race), this open-road endurance race also 
counts Chopard's co-president Karl-Friedrich Scheufele as one of its 
participants annually. 

Fie chose to honour Chopard's partnership with Porsche 
Motorsport by co-driving, with his wife Christine, a 1956 Porsche 
550A Spyder RS, a loan from the Porsche Museum. The car was 
ironically a shade of silver amongst a sea of crimson head-turners, 
such as Albert Carreras's (son of the famous tenor Jose Carreras) 
choice of a red Mercedes Benz 300 SL - incidentally also owned by 
the Scheufele family. 

in what has now evolved in its 33^^ incarnation as an unhurried 
rendezvous for racing enthusiasts - with the sight of hard-core speed 
fiends Andrea Zagato mingling with good-lookers David Gandy and 
Jodie Kidd in May attesting to that notion - the winning team featured 
Juan Tonconogy and Guillermo Berisso from Argentina in a 1927 
Bugatti T 40. 

Along with the rest of the 436-strong fleet cheered on by 
spectators, the convoy departed the historical Viale Venezia ramp 
in Brescia, passing through Verona, Rimini, San Marino, Roma, 

Siena, Pisa, and Parma before returning in a picturesque route that is 
precisely a thousand miles in total distance. o 



MOVEMENT COSC-certified selF-winding Calibre 01.08-C with 
60-hour power reserve 

CASE 43mm in stainless steel or rose gold, water resistant to 100m 

STRAP Black Barenia calfskin strap with rose gold or steel 
folding clasp 

PRICE Unavailable 
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HIGHLIGHTS 




SOUND THE ALARM 

There'll be no excuse for not getting up on time when you have the 
Hublot Big Bang Alarm Repeater words celine yap 



H ublot's 10^^ anniversary celebrations for its flagship watch, the 
Big Bang, have been pretty epic, to say the least. Not only did 
it yield a multi-million-dollar gem-set collection of Big Bangs 
and also an MP-05 LaFerrari fully set with baguette-cut diamonds, but 
even watch collectors with a - shall we say - more practical palate have 
been tempted with new offerings. The Big Bang Alarm Repeater is just 
one of several. This mechanical alarm watch also offers a second time 
zone indication, which is another very practical function. 

Its case, lugs, strap, crown, and pushers are all in line with the 
new and improved Big Bang aesthetic. Connoisseurs will be especially 
fond of the melange of finishing techniques all around the watch's 
exterior. In particular, the FI-shaped screws are a huge source of 
excitement to Flublot fanatics. Of course, meticulous finishing isn't 
restricted to the watch's outside; its dial and movement Calibre FlUB 
5003 are both also well finished. The movement is ruthenium coated 
and assembled with micro-blasted bridges, the gong is circular grained 
and satin finished, and the hammer is satin finished with polished 
angles and coated with Super-LumiNova, which means visibility in the 
dark - extremely cool. 

Look at the dial, however, and those who have something 
against change might shift in their seats a little. Instead of the classic, 
beautifully balanced chronograph sub-dials (most Big Bang models 



are chronographs), the dial is completely asymmetrical. 

An off-centred hours and minutes dial provides local time, 
including a day/night indicator at one o'clock - useful for time setting 
if not to tell whether it's day or night. Second time zone, or home time, 
is read off a 24-hour sub-dial at 11 o'clock, not the one at five o'clock, 
which is meant for the alarm - now that is extremely useful because it 
means you can set time down to the nearest minute. All of the watch's 
functions are controlled via the two pushers as well as the crown. 

The pusher at two o'clock changes the second time zone, while the 
one at four o'clock turns the alarm on or off. Setting of local time or 
alarm time are both achieved via the crown. When fully wound, the 
alarm chimes for a maximum of 16 seconds - you can literally see the 
hammer striking the gong - and no, there is no snooze button. o 



MOVEMENT Manual-winding Calibre FlUB 5003 with GMT, alarm, 
day/night indication, and 72-hour power reserve 

CASE 45.5mm in satin-finished and polished titanium or King Gold, 
water resistant to 30m 

STRAP Interchangeable ribbed black rubber with matching 
deployant buckle 

PRICE RM204,800 (titanium ceramic) RM271,600 (King Gold ceramic) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



HEART RACING 

BRM puts the ace in race with its auto racing inspired timepieces 

WORDS KELVIN TAN 




B RM is no novice in the use of high-tech materiats such as 

titanium and Makroton in the construction of its watches. The 
manufacture currentty produces watches that are powered 
by quartz and automatic movements, but the key hightight would be 
their chronographs, such as the limited edition BT12-46-GULF, which 
is made in honour of the famous Gulf Oil brand and sports the brand's 
recognisable colours. 

Another timepiece that warrants the attention of watch and 
car lovers alike is the RG-46-MK-ADR-RACiNG. its skeletonised dial 
complements the translucent Makroton case and ensures that the 
watch is super lightweight. The entire workings of this watch can be 
easily seen and admired by its owner. 

Perhaps the factor that adds to the popularity as well as 
longevity of the brand is the option of customisation available to the 
customer. Due to its ability to produce the multitudes of component 
colours to pair with high quality straps, BRM provides a unique 
service where, for example, either an individual or a car-related 
community, will not be left wanting in choosing from the many 
different combinations that are a result of the plentiful customisation 



options at hand. Moreover, the straps that are provided along with 
the watches come in different forms that are often sporty and motor 
racing inspired. These would include stainless steel bracelets, holed 
leather and nylon straps with the latter two being definitely favoured 
on the wrists of enthusiasts of automotive racing. O 



MOVEMENT Self-winding Calibre Valjoux 7753 with chronograph and 
46-hour power reserve 

CASE 46mm in titanium, water resistant to 100m 
STRAP Black nylon with Gulf light blue and orange stripe 
PRICE RM33,600 (100-piece limited edition) 



MOVEMENT Self-winding BRM calibre based on Calibre ETA 2824-2 
with 38-hour power reserve 

CASE 46mm in machined engineered polymer or Makrolon, water 
resistant to 50m 

STRAP Nylon 
PRICE RM52,900 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



^IN TITANS 

From sea to land, Corum presents two stunning pieces that encapsulate 
the brand s key pillars words kelvin tan 



W ith Corum's close ties to the ocean and nautical 

activities, the brand saw it tit to work with the Astronomic 
Observatory ot Geneva and SHOM (Hydrographic and 
Oceanographic Services ot the French National Navy), to create 
the exclusive "tides movement". Although created more than two 
decades ago, this movement remains one that highlights a very unique 
horotogical complication. 

Today, once more, the CO 277 movement resurtaces within the 
case ot the AC-One 45 Tides watch. A tutty mechanical creation, the 
watch otters indicators that provide the timing, height and strength ot 
the tides. Alongside these tunctions, the lunar cycle and water current 
strength are also indicated to ensure that a tull suite ot sailing related 
teatures are present on board this timepiece, which is specitically 
cratted tor coastal activities. 

In essence, a timepiece made tor coastal navigation, the watch 
showcases graphically designed sub-dials. At 12 o'clock, a depiction 
ot the Moon is shown. When it is displayed as tutt or new, it would be 
aligned with the Earth and the Sun. That would be the time when the 
tide would be at peak strength. At six o'clock, a sub-dial indicates the 
time ot the subsequent two tides within 24 hours. And to know it the 
tide is rising or ebbing, the wearer simply needs to view the counter 
at nine o'clock. This counter also indicates the water current strength. 
At the same time, when the pointer is at either the "high" or "tow" 
positions, the strength ot the current is at its lowest. 

The Admiral Cup's 12-sided case is once again seen here, utilised 
for this watch. It is made of Grade 5 Titanium which makes the 45mm 
watch feel light on the wrist. The case is inserted with layers of red 
PVD titanium to echo the colour of the bright colour dial. 

A watch for the purpose of sailing requires legible sub-dials 
that display data clearly. Within this case, they are appropriately 
positioned across the expanse of the bright red main dial. The latter 
is embellished with Corum's identifiable "split pomegranate" motif 
that is coupled with the iconic placement of nautical pennants along 
the bezel, thus reflecting the nautical purpose of the watch. On the 
flipside, one can view the finely finished CO 277 movement via the 
transparent sapphire case back. 

As we wish Corum a fantastic 35^^ anniversary of the Golden 
Bridge movement, we enthusiastically welcome the new Corum 
Golden Bridge watch. It has been three and a half decades since 
the brand founder, Rene Bannwart, launched the iconic timepiece 



that would represent Corum alongside its equally popular Admiral 
Cup range. Even today, we can immediately appreciate and admire 
the design that has won the hearts of many watch enthusiasts - the 
"baguette en ligne" CO 113 movement. Constructed with a ceramic 
case, the Golden Bridge facilitates a perfect view - we can gaze at 
the said movement through a sapphire crystal and the watch also 
has a metallic glass background to show us the rear without having 
to remove the timepiece from the wrist. 

While many unique form of embellishments have been 
constructed using the CO 113 as a base, the movement itself remains 
a fantastic technical achievement, while playing its role as an artistic 
form of mechanical wizardry. Its 140 components are arranged in 
a parallelepiped rectangle which is just 33 mm in length, 3 mm in 
width and less than 5 mm in thickness. Furthermore, within these 
components, lie a balance wheel with variable inertia and a barrel 
with slipping spring. And, as the name implies, this micro miniature 
enigma also consists of hand-engraved bridges and plate made 
of fine gold. Take it all in and one can just begin to imagine the 
ingenuity of the skilled artisans of Corum. 

Perhaps the best feature of all for this beautiful timepiece is 
the release of a matching ladies' timepiece, which is the Miss Golden 
Bridge Ceramic. Also equipped with the CO 113 movement, the Miss 
Golden Bridge, along with this gentleman's masterpiece, form a 
formidable duo, with which to celebrate the anniversary of the now 
famous and legendary Golden Bridge. o 



MOVEMENT Calibre CO 277 SHOM-certified self-winding movement 
with timing of next two high and low tides, current strength, tidal 
process indicator, and 42-hour power reserve 

CASE 45mm Grade 5 Titanium, 300m water resistance 
STRAP Red vulcanised rubber with folding clasp 
PRICE RM40,704 (GST inclusive) 



MOVEMENT Calibre CO 113 manual winding movement with 
40-hour power reserve 

CASE Ceramic, 30m water resistance 

STRAP Black crocodile leather with black PVD stainless steel 
tongue buckle 

PRICE RM82,680 (GST inclusive) 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



A TRIBUTE TO HISTORY 



The famous Double Rotor of Perrelet makes a triumphant return 
in this beautiful pair of timepieces words zentrixchiu 




I n 1995, Perrelet launched the First Double Rotor P-181 
calibre in a bid to remind the world of the inventive 
spirit of its founder Abraham-Louis Perrelet. The 
movement came to fruition after more than five years of 
research and development. From a technical standpoint, 
the Double Rotor was a major breakthrough, since the 
mainspring is wound up by the two rotors. The perfectly 
synchronised system ensures that winding is faster, as 
well as more efficient than a classic system, which uses 
just one rotor. Aesthetically, this avant-garde appearance 
easily became the iconic signature of a Perrelet timepiece, 
reflecting its undeniable status as the inventor of 
automatic movements. 

It is exactly this success, with the Double Rotor, 
that inspired the birth of the Perrelet Turbines in 2009, 
which had rotors that looked like they were on steroids. 
The First Class Double Rotor is the 'grandfather' of those 
popular and iconicTurbines that the horology world has 
come to identify the brand with. Unfortunately for most 
Perrelet supporters, early models of the double rotor were 
discontinued. Therefore, this special limited edition is an 
excellent opportunity for true watch collectors to possess 
a piece of genuine history of the Perrelet brand. 

The Perrelet First Class Double Rotor Limited 
Edition is now available in stainless steel (250 pieces) 
and rose gold (77 pieces). Both are housed in 42.5mm 
cases, and powered by the new in-house manufacture 
movement. Calibre P-481. It features the patented co- 
axial Double Rotor system and is expected to be available 
in Singapore and Malaysia from October 2015 onwards. 
There will be a truly limited supply of this watch as only 
three pieces have been allocated for this region. O 



MOVEMENT Self-winding skeletonised Calibre P-481 
with double rotor 

CASE 42.5mm stainless steel or rose gold, water 
resistant to 50m 

STRAP Brown alligator leather with matching buckle 
PRICE Unavailable 
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PERRELET SPECIAL 



EXCLUSIVE 

PARTNERSHIP 

With more than 60 worldwide distributors, Perrelet made its debut appearance with 
World of Watches 2, a horology retail specialist in Bangsar Village 2 




M any would remember the giant 'tiger tank' at World of 

Watches 2's One Mont Kiara Mall outlet. Today, at its new 
location, the tank has been replaced by a symbolic clock 
at the entrance. This luxurious mini boutique is now at one of Kuala 
Lumpur's most prominent locations, Bangsar Village 2, a popular 
neighbourhood mall for the affluent. What is even more impressive 
is the latest coup by this humble retailer as it obtained retail rights for 
one of the most exciting brands today, Perrelet. 

With the recent appointment of Melvin He as W.O.W.2's new 
managing director, the retailer's overall concept has been enhanced 
with a new focus on retailing exciting, yet proven brands from around 
the globe, in short, no two brands in the boutique originate from 
the same country. He further elaborates, "To be a true specialist in 
our trade, we must be able to provide the best options from each 
watchmaking country to the enthusiasts, so that they may also be 
able to appreciate the level of craftsmanship from each culture. This 
shall be the main foundation on which our concept is based, so as to 
strengthen our position as a horology specialist." 

MINI MUSEUM 

Besides strengthening its brand portfolio, the boutique has been 
occasionally transformed into a mini museum for several occasions. 
This allows watch enthusiasts to understand the history of the brands 
in an intimate setting. This was inspired and adopted by W.O.W.2 after 
one of He's business trips to Ginza, Tokyo. He further adds, "in a world 
where luxury is synonymous with mega size boutiques, we believe 
that true luxury is small and personal. Each shopping experience shall 
be different and our service role is to provide a unique environment for 
watch enthusiasts to be appreciative of the art of watch collecting." 



EXCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIP 

Malaysia is the ninth country in Asia that Perrelet has appointed an 
official dealer in. Kuala Lumpur was chosen before Singapore for the 
brand's debut, its attractive Turbine models has greatly complemented 
the existing Malaysia watch scene and its presence here has benefited 
collectors and enthusiasts, who now can easily access the brand 
without travelling to countries like Japan, Hong Kong, or the U.S. As 
Perrelet celebrates its second year in Malaysia, it is widely anticipated 
that the First Class Double Rotor Limited Edition shall attain even more 
success with local enthusiasts than the Playing With Fire watches that 
were launched in the first year, in view of the weakening of the Ringgit 
and the implementation of GST, the official retail prices of Perrelet 
have been lowered by up to 10 per cent to benefit and reward local 
watch enthusiasts for their strong support. However, this price revision 
shall be only valid until the end of the year. 

FUTURE DIRECTION 

Perrelet believes that a strong synergy with World of Watches 2 can 
be achieved under this exclusive partnership. This is already reflected 
in the results of the past year. To further improve collector satisfaction, 
there are concrete plans to hasten the appointment of a regional 
authorised service centre in Singapore before the end of 2016. As 
explained by Tristan Boyer de Bouiliane, general manager of Perrelet, 
"After-sales service is always an essential part of strengthening 
confidence towards the brand. Collectors can rest assured that 
authorised retailers shall dedicate the same amount of commitment 
and effort to complete the joy of being a Perrelet watch owner. " 
W.O.W.2 is geared up to launch a boutique at a prestigious location in 
Singapore and Perrelet is definitely fully aboard for the ride. 



109 




HIGHLIGHTS 



FACE VALUE 

Lifting up ones cuff to check the time has rarely been more discreetly satisfying with 
Louis Erards refreshed 1931 and Excellence collection words jasonkwong 




veryone has a morning grooming ritual before heading out to 
work. Be it a donning pair of mother-of-pearl cufflinks after 
a healthy breakfast, or putting on a trusty pair of oxfords (or 
brogues if you subscribe to the Kingsmon: The Secret Service ideal) to 
see you through the day. And despite the advent of the smartphone 
and the soon-to-be remora-like presence of smartwatches, there 
wilt always be a place on the wrist for a mechanical timepiece with 
classically inspired sensibilities. 

Don't believe us? Clearly refusing to be digitally dislodged from 
its perch as an assertive addition to any man's sartorial arsenal, Louis 
Erard's 1931 Small Seconds should make for tantalising proof that the 
bandwagon eventually sheds its cool and that the watch's luxuriously 
fuss-free dial face will inevitably pay dividend in spades even as 
naysayers swipe away on lithium battery activated LED ones. 

The flame-blued hands, off-centred seconds sub-dial and date 
window isn't going to clear your diary or loosen your belt with fitness 
trackers, but this 500-piece limited issue presented in a box containing 
a seal, wax, and vintage stationary is a loving tribute to the year when 
the Louis Erard was founded in La Chaux-de-Fonds. 

The company hit a rough patch during the 1940s when principal 
activity revolved around producing cases for other watch brands. This 
was before any financial restructuring, and its acquisition by a group of 
investors led by Alain Spinedi many decades later led to success with 
accessible mechanical timepieces that inspired confidence as a result 
of its Swiss heritage and precision. Till date, the brand has successfully 
presented several breakthrough models, such as in-house regulator 
power reserve complications and moon phase chronographs. 




Yet, through it all, it is models such as the three-hand Open 
Balance addition to the Excellence collection that reiterates its 
stance as a no-nonsense purveyor of time-keeping tradition, quietly 
building a rep as one of the surest manufactures around - and given 
its willingness to give wearers a glimpse of the watch's inner-workings 
from the front just above six o'clock, the mastery of old-school 
aesthetics based on suggestions rather than flash is refreshing indeed. 
It cuts as close to the skin as a beloved bespoke shirt would. 

Oh, the drawbacks of owning one? There isn't really any. 
Smarten up your act today the right way and bring a little more soul 
to the table. You'll no longer be left in the dark when the battery level 
hangs in the balance. o 



1931 VINTAGE SMALL SECONDS 500-PIECE LIMITED EDITION 

MOVEMENT Automatic Selita SW-290 calibre with decorated 
oscillating weight 

CASE 40mm in stainless steel or rose gold PVD, water resistant to 50m 
STRAP Black leather with pin buckle 
PRICE RM5,740 



EXCELLENCE OPEN BALANCE 
MOVEMENT Automatic Soprod SOP A10BV-2 calibre 
CASE 40mm in stainless steel, water resistant to 50m 
STRAP Black crocodile-pattern leather with steel folding clasp 
PRICE RM7,230 
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HIGHLIGHTS 



OFF THE BEATEN PATH 

Fancy the atypical? Then the watches of Itay Noy and Aviator are just 
what you need words jason kwong 




K nown for challenging conventions in the world of horology, 
independent Israeli watchmaker Itay Noy has applied 
his imagination to the Part Time concept that adopts an 
unconventional approach of time telling in hemispherical halves of 
day and night. The fact that he has dedicated to crafting a timepiece 
that discombobulates our visual intuition is proof of just how significant 
creative application of technique and avant-garde artistry has evolved 
in the minds of left-field innovators. 

Both sides of the dial - the left takes the day shift, while the 
right slogs through the night - possess their own 12-hour and seconds 
indicators, while sharing the minute sub-dial in the middle of the dial 
in true mathematical set theory fashion. It's coherent once you get the 
hang of it. The grained finishing of the dial takes on a frosted starry 
night visage at night, while an ember motif alludes to the sun with rays 



emitting in silver streaks; both painstakingly processes done by hand, 
Using the same hand-milled, sandwiched case for the DiaLOG 
collection as a springboard, the watch's hand-wound movement 
is visible through the sapphire case back and Cotes de Geneve 
decorations and thermally treated blue screws add a touch of artisan 
pedigree to the whole. Available in four colours, there are only 24 
pieces available in each of the four different colour versions. 



MOVEMENT Manual-winding modified Unitas IN.DD&6498-1 calibre 
with 38-hour power reserve 

CASE 41.6mm in stainless steel, water resistant to 50m 
STRAP Handmade leather with steel double folding clasp 
PRICE RM19,400 
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The Sopwith Camel was a dogfighting biplane known during 
World War i as the King of Air Fighters. The first prototype flew in 
1916 at Brooklands airfield in England with FI and F2 variants that are 
powered by more than six different types of rotary engines, while the 
Sopwith Camel was used in active service. 

The antiquated war machine's nose cowling is now referenced 
and rendered as the facial expression of Valour Watch Company's 
limited edition Sopwith Aviator timepiece. Admittedly, the jury is still 
out on whether boys should always be allowed to dote on their toys. 
Valour's founder Mark Daniel's mechanical engineering background 
and fascination with wartime aviation is at the forefront of this tribute 
that's going to literally fly off the shelves, "it's a unique watch design 
based on an aircraft that has always been a personal favourite," he 
reasons in justification of why the Sopwith Aviator will suffice for now. 

in particular, the Clerget Type-9 engine used to power the 
aircraft is crafted as a faithful three-dimensional portrayal of a 
miniaturised replica, even as it now plays the role of the watch's bezel 
and the oversized case design. 

Pay tribute to aviation history, it is worth noting that the dial 



and hands are inspired by instrument panels in the cockpit, while the 
external housing, finned cylinders, as well as heads are all made from 
aircraft grade aluminium. 

The polished crown has a knurled circumference and is situated 
on the lower left of the case that will be a godsend to lefties, pilots, 
and military personnel, who may prefer wearing their watches on 
the right hand. Aviation junkies can also look forward to checking out 
the equally fearless modified Swiss SPROD A10-2 calibre movement 
through the sapphire crystal case back. 

There are only 200 of these flyboys available, each engraved 
with a unique edition number. o 



MOVEMENT Self-winding Soprod A10-2 calibre with 42-hour reserve 

CASE 53mm in stainless steel with circular brushed finishing, water 
resistant to 50m 

STRAP Genuine Italian Tuscan calfskin with brushed stainless 
steel buckle 

PRICE RM18,999 
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HIGHLIGHTS | GIFT GUIDE 



WATCH WHERE 
YOU'RE GOING 

Ah, the year-end. Its approach heralds a much needed respite as work winds down for the 
year, so go ahead and plan for that holiday youVe earned. Lest you re fretting over where to 
go, weVe already picked out eight possible destinations to narrow down the search. 
Why stop there, though? There s a perfect timepiece for every vacation, so end the year well 
with a new one on your wrist while you re at it. Here s your guide to' the eight reasons 
to get a new watch for your next holiday words jamie tan 
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HIGHLIGHTS | GIFT GUIDE 



HIKKADUWA, SRI LANKA 

FOR SUN, SAND, AND SEA 

I t's not easy recommending beach destinations when some of the best are right in our backyard. Travellers looking beyond the obvious 
choices, however, can consider Hikkaduwa. This Sri Lankan beach town has been a popular destination since the 1970s, and is welt 
accustomed to tourists and their needs. From breaks that cater to surfers of all skill levels, to pristine spots for snorkelling and scuba diving, 
attractions abound. Of course, to partake in these activities, one must be suitably attired down to an appropriate timepiece. So yes, head out there, 

and be sure to have one of these dive watches on your wrist when you do. 
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A PELAGIC WATCH 



Ulysse Nardin Marine Diver in rose gold^ 
RM128,400 



Blancpain Ocean Commitment Bathyscaphe 
Chronographe Flyback in ceramic, RM54,500 



Audemars Piguet Royal Oak Offshore Diver 
in stainless steel, RM66,600 



U-Boat Capsule in titanium, RM55,000 



Maurice Lacroix Pontos S Diver in PVD-coated 
steel and aluminium, RM11,554 



Longines Heritage Diver 1967 
in steel, RM12,600 



Davosa Argonautic Lumis Colour Automatic 
in steel, price unavailable 



Edox Hydro-Sub Automatic 50^'' Anniversary 
Limited Edition in steel, RM8,533 



Tiloni Seascoper in steel and aluminium, 
price unavailable 









HIGHLIGHTS I GIFT GUIDE 



GULMARG, INDIA 

FOR THE FINEST POWDERS 



P owder junkies who are seeking the next peak witt be wett-served to visit Gulmarg. This Kashmiri ski resort boasts the 
finest snows bar none, but Lacks the crowds that plague more popular spots elsewhere. To up the ante even further, 
heli-skiing is available for access to slopes that aren't served by ski-lifts. Be warned though, for such an experience, you'll 
need to have paid your dues. Gulmarg is only suitable for advanced skiers, and is best tackled with the help of hired guides. A 
robust chronograph is your best bet, so take your pick from the ones listed here. 
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A ROBUST CHRONOGRAPH 



Bell & Ross BR 03 Rafale 
in ceramic, RM23,900 



Zenith El Primero Sport 
in steel, RM38,100 



Omega Speedmaster Dark Side of the Moon 
"Pitch Black" in ceramic, price unavailable 



Tissol T-Touch Expert Solar 
in titanium, RM3,600 



Corum Admiral's Cup AC-One 45 
in steel, price unavailable 



Hublot Big Bang Unico Bracelet in titanium, RM89,400 



Armand Nicolel J09 Chronograph in steel, 
price on request 











HIGHLIGHTS | GIFT GUIDE 



REYKJAVIK, ICELAND 

FOR A CULTURAL CITY ESCAPADE 



A S the cultural centre of Iceland, Reykjavik acts as a perfect counterpoint to the country's untamed wilderness. Beyond staples such 
as a tour of the old town, visitors can indulge their cultural inclinations with a range of activities so wide, it seems almost unfairly 
disproportionate given the city's size and population. Art galleries, museums, and restaurants dot the city, while the thriving music 
and theatre scenes present an ever-rotating roster of performances. With the right timing, you can even attend one of the several festivals 
Reykjavik hosts. So take in all that it has to offer, and top it all off with a sharp dress watch while you're at it. 
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AN ARTSY WATCH 



Jaquet Droz Petite Heure Minute "The Butterfly 
Journey" in red gold, RM210,000 



A. Lange &Sohne Saxonia Automatic 
in rose gold, RM82,000 



Girard-Perregaux Vintage 1945 Small Second 
in steel and pink gold, RM46,700 



Vulcain 50s Presidents' Watch Manual 
in steel, RM22,590 



Bovet Amadeo Fleurier Monsieur Bovet in pink gold, price unavailable 



Dreyfuss & Co Moonphase Automatic in rose 
gold plated steel, RM7,950 



Alexander Shorokhoff Lucky 8 
in steel, RM6,110 



Ingersoll Golden Eyes in rose gold 
coloured steel, price unvailable 
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NEW YORK CITY, USA 

FOR A CLASSIC CITY ESCAPADE 



N ew York needs no introduction. As the song goes, it's so good they named it twice. And what a city! From Times Square to Centrat Park, 
from Broadway to Yankee Stadium, from the Statue of Liberty to the Empire State Building, the Big Apple has so much to offer that short 
of living there, one will never fully experience it all. The next best alternative will be repeated visits; this isn't, after all, a destination one 
heads to just to be able to check off a list. Whether it's a first or follow-up trip, have a nice dress watch on your wrist. 
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A CLASSIC TIMEPIECE 



IWC Portugieser Hand-Wound 8 Days Edition 
"75^^ Anniversary" in steel, RM39,900 



Montblanc Heritage Spirit Date Automatic 
in red gold, RM25,800 



Jaeger-LeCoultre Geophysic 1958 in steel, RM32,300 



Rolex Oyster Perpetual 39 in steel, 
price unavailable 



Breguet Classique 9067 
in rose gold, RM62,800 



Junghans Meister Classic in pink gold 
coloured steel, price on application 



Ernest Borel Jules Borel 
in steel, price unavailable 
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NAKASENDO, JAPAN 

FOR A ROAD TRIP DOWN AN ANCIENT HIGHWAY 



T he Nakasendo (Central Mountain Route) was a 17^^ century highway connecting Kyoto and Edo, the present day Tokyo. Only parts of it 

remain today, but modern roads run largety parallel to its original route, which makes for a perfect road trip. Notable checkpoints to stop at 
include the post town of Narai-juku, which has maintained its Edo-era buildings, and a preserved, hikeable section of the highway between 
the Tsumago and Magome stations. The 500km journey can be comfortably made in five days, complete with the experience of overnight stops in 
inns that still serve travellers four hundred years on. Naturally, only motoring related watches would do on a trip like this. 
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Pair it with 



A MOTORING INSPIRED WATCH 




Parmigiani Fleurier Bugatti Type 370 Revelation in rose gold, 
price on application 



Breitling For Bentley GMT Light Body B04 Midnight 
Carbon in DLC-coated titanium, RM54,600 




Graham Silverstone RS Racing Frederique Constant Vintage Rally Healey TAG Heuer McLaren Limited Edition 

in steel, price unavailable Chronograph in rose gold-plated steel, RM15,800 in steel, RM5,650 
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THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, USA 

FOR A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE 

T he Appalachian Trail isn't just a hiking trail. In its entirety, it spans some 3,500km across 14 states, and demands Five to seven months to 
complete. That's halt a year spent in the wilderness tracing the eponymous Appalachian Mountains' ridgeline tor those who are planning 
a single thru-hike. It that's too daunting, specitic sections ot the trail can be tackled instead. Whatever one's choice, much awaits. 
Breath-taking views, an escape From civilisation, and the camaraderie among hikers - literally Friends ot the road - are just some ot the reasons to 
undertake this trek. Be sure to match this outsized adventure with an egually imposing watch. 
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AN OVERSIZED TIMEPIECE 



HYT H3 in titanium and platinum, 
price unavailable 



Panerai Mare Nostrum Titanio 
in titanium, RM152,000 



Romain Jerome Skglab 48 Speed Metal 
in PVD-coated steel, price unavailable 



Seven Friday M2-2 in rose gold plated 
stainless steel, RM6,498 



Aviator MIG-35 in steel, price unavailable 



Seiko Prospex SUN049 in steel, 
price unavailable 
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THE VENICE-SIMPLON 
ORIENT EXPRESS 

FOR AN ALTERNATIVE ROMANTIC GETAWAY 

M ention "romantic getaway", and the mind invariabty conjures up images of private-island resorts and sunsets 
by the beach. That's certainly an option, but alternatives abound, ^ke, for example, the overland journeys 
across Europe on board the Venice-Simplon Orient Express (VSOE). This luxury rail service operates vintage 
carriages that hark back to a time when comfort, not time, was of the essence. Lavish furnishing, fine dining, and a leisurely 
pace are all par for the course here, and there are multiple routes to choose from. May we recommend the six-day journey 
from Paris to Istanbul, with a set of paired watches to remember the trip by? 
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Pair it with 



MATCHING COUPLE WATCHES 



Baume & Mercier Hampton 
in steel, RM9,150 



Claude Bernard Symphony 
in steel, RM1,054 



Patek Philippe Calatrava 
in white gold, RM122,400 



Cartier Cle de Cartier in 
white gold, RM125,000 



Cartier Cle de Cartier in white gold with 
diamond set bezel, RM114,000 



Hermes Slim d'Hermes GM 
in steel, RM29,807 



Roger Dubuis Excalibur Flying Tourbillon 
in DLC-coated titanium, RM580,000 



Roger Dubuis Excalibur Broceliande 
in pink gold, RM1, 030,000 
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Baume & Mercier Hampton 
in steel, RM7,500 
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Palek Philippe Calatrava in white gold with 
diamond-set bezel, RM101,200 




Hermes Slim d'Hermes GM 
in steel, RM12,073 






Piagel Altiplano Gold Bracelet in pink gold, RM119,000 
Piaget Altiplano Gold Bracelet in pink gold with diamond set bezel, RM139,000 





Claude Bernard Symphony 
in steel, RM689 



Epos Collection Originate 3387 in rose gold PVD-coated stainless steel, price unavailable 
Epos Collection Originate 4387 in rose gold PVD-coated stainless steel, price unavailable 
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THE GALAPAGOS ISLANDS, ECUADOR 

FOR AN ALTERNATIVE VOLUNTOUR 



S eeking a meaningful vacation? Tired of building a school in yet another overseas village? Then conserve! You can volunteer in the 

Galapagos Islands. Efforts there are geared towards conservation, whether one contributes as a professional with relevant skills, or does just 
'grunt work' out in the field. This is a surprisingly good platform, with which one can experience the islands, as regular tourists are strictly 
regulated to minimise their environmental impact. Depending on the work involved, volunteers can access areas that are off-limits to tourists, for 
instance. Be sure to have a robust, scratchproof watch on you while you're there. 




132 



Photo IWCL 










virrwinflsi 



Pair it with 



A SCRATCHPROOF WATCH 



Hublot Big Bang Ferrari Grey Ceramic 
in ceramic, RM123,900 



Lummox Recon Point Leader 8840 in carbon 
reinforced polycarbonate, RMS, 328 



Bulgan Diagono Magnesium in steel, 
magnesium, PEEK, and ceramic, RM15,150 
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Raymond Weil Freelancer Piper in steel Sinn EZM7S in PVD-coated steel, RM13,800 

and titanium, RM15,510 



Tudor North Flag in steel and ceramic 
RM12,740 
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Casio G-ShockGPW-1000T 
in titanium, price unavailable 



Traser P6600 Automatic Pro in carbon 
fibre-reinforced resin and steel, price unavailable 



Victorinox Inox in steel with nylon 
and silicone bumper, price unavailable 









ON TOP OF TIME 

Reflections on essential themes, core values, and key market trends 
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THE FAMOUS FIVE 

Where high and grand complication watches are concerned, horologers just can't get 
enough of these top five contenders words jamie tan 



TOURBILLON 



Pocket watches of the past were prone to 
displaying wildly varying rate errors depending 
on the position that they were in. The culprit 
is gravity. Set a watch down horizontally, and 
its balance wheel's staff rests on its end cap 
jewel at just one point. As a result, there is 
zero frictional torque when the balance wheel 
oscillates back and forth. In this position, a watch's accuracy is also less 
adversely affected should its balance wheel not be flawlessly poised, or 
the hairspring not perfectly shaped to breathe concentrically. 

Place the watch in a vertical position, however, and all bets are 
off. The end of the balance staff now experiences frictional torque 
as the balance wheel oscillates, and any imbalance in the centre of 
gravity will alternatingly accelerate and decelerate the balance wheel 
as it beats. As if that's not enough, the escapement is also similarly 
affected as the pallet fork rocks back and forth. This was why marine 
chronometers were mounted on gimbals- this kept these timekeeping 
devices horizontal no matter how a ship rocked on the sea. But what of 
the pocket watch, which spends most of its time upright in a waistcoat? 

Enter the tourbillon. 



SPIN CYCLE 

Abraham-Louis Breguet invented the tourbillon in 1795 to counteract 
the effects of gravity on a movement, and received a patent for it in 
1801. Not strictly a complication, the device is essentially a revolving 
cage that houses - and rotates - the once static balance wheel 



and escapement. This doesn't change anything when the watch is 
horizontal. In a vertical position, however, the regulating organs are 
rotated on their axis and turned through every possible position to 
average out (not eliminate) the timing errors described above. 

Having a tourbillon doesn't mean that the basics can be 
neglected though. A poised balance wheel, properly formed 
hairspring, and well lubricated escapement are still necessary for a 
movement to keep proper time. A tourbillon does make adjustments 
easier for the watchmaker, who only needs to check for its rate in three 
positions - dial facing up, dial facing down, and dial vertical. 

Interestingly, a tourbillon's benefits remain theoretical at best. 
For one, a tourbillon-equipped movement and a simple time-only one 
are fundamentally different, from their layouts to their components, 
so any comparison is moot, since improvements just cannot be 
quantified. Wristwatches go through numerous orientations on a 
wearer's wrist anyway, unlike the pocket watches of yore. Despite 
these, it remains an ever-popular high complication - never mind that 
it isn't actually one - for both buyers and watchmakers. For the former, 
the tourbillon is visually stunning on a dial. For the latter, it is a mark 
of expertise, with which to demonstrate a certain level of maturity in 
watch production. 

From a watchmaker's perspective, the challenge lies in 
the finesse needed. Rotating a tourbillon represents a significant 
drain on the mainspring's energy, so its mass must be minimised. 

This translates to finer parts and narrower tolerances that test the 
watchmaker at every stage: crafting, poising, assembly, and finishing. 



BRIDGED VS FLYING TOURBILLONS 

Unlike a traditional bridged tourbillon, which is secured on both ends, 
the flying tourbillon has no dial side bridge. Besides giving the observer 
an unobstructed view of the rotating cage, the absence of the bridge also 
reduces the tourbillon's height, thus allowing for a thinner movement. 

The trade-off here is lower stability, as the flying tourbillon is cantilevered 
without its upper bridge. 

TOURBILLONS VS CARROUSELS 

Like the tourbillon, the carrousel aims to negate the effects of gravity on a 
balance wheel's accuracy by continuously rotating it. The main difference 
between the two lies in their respective gear trains. In the tourbillon, 
a single gear train powers both the rotating cage and escapement. A 
carrousel, on the other hand, uses a more elaborate system, with two 
separate gear trains delivering energy to the escapement and rotating 
carriage independently. 

Blancpain first introduced the carrousel in a wristwatch in 2008, 
and currently offers this high complication in several watches. The most 
interesting iteration is arguably the Tourbillon Carrousel, which has one of 
each eponymous complication in the movement. The two are linked by a 
differential, which averages their rates for timekeeping. Both complications 
are visible from the dial, where their differences can be observed. 
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Breguet Classique 
Tourbillion Extra-Plat 
Automatique 5377, with a 
classic bridged tourbitton 



Franck Mutter was the first 
to display a tourbitton on the 
dial side, which contributed to 
the device's popularity 



Despite its asymmetric 
design, the tourbitton cage 
of the Rotonde de Cartier 
Astrocatendaire must stilt be 
perfectly poised 
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Top: Audemars Piguet 
Millenary Minute Repeater 
Below: Patek Philippe 
Ref. 5304R-001, which 
combines a minute repeater 
with a perpetual calendar 



[ MINUTE 1 
I REPEATER J 



The repeater is the oldest complication 
in watchmaking. First used in clocks, it 
consists of a system of racks and snails 
that allows it to "repeat" the time on 
demand by chiming it out. Once useful 
for telling the time in the dark, the 
complication was made redundant with 
the introduction of gas lighting in homes. Various iterations such 
as the guarter repeater exist, with the most detailed, the minute 
repeater, capable of sounding out the time to the minute. 

The minute repeater underwent a significant modification 
when it moved from clocks to watches, in lieu of bells, tuned wires 
called gongs were used as they occupy less space within a watch, 
internally, it remained unchanged though. The traditional minute 
repeater is activated by pushing and releasing either a push piece 
or a slide on the side of the case. This winds up a spring to power 
the strike train, which uses two hammers that strike two gongs 
to sound a low and high note. Low notes represent the hours, a 
succession of the two indicates the guarters, and high notes mark 
the minutes. A time of 4:35 will, for example, sound four low 
notes, two paired notes, and five high notes, "Dong dong dong 
dong, ding-dong ding-dong, ding ding ding ding ding." 

MAKING A MASTERPIECE 

The minute repeater remains the most challenging complication to 
make due to its complexity, which precludes any form of mass or 
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the gongs, or the chimes produced witt end up sounding muffled. 

The designs of the hammers and gongs, from their geometry to their 
materials, are also important. Cathedral gongs, for example, circle the 
movement twice instead of once, which translates to roughly twice the 
vibrating mass for a lower timbre at a higher volume. The watch's case 
material and thickness also come into play. Gold is widely regarded 
as being more 'sweeter' sounding than the much denser platinum, but 
there are collectors who only acquire minute repeaters with platinum 
cases for their sound signatures. Clearly, individual preferences vary 
and matter here. 

Although a watchmaker may not be able to change the material 
or thickness of a minute repeater's case, he does have other tools at 
his disposal. The most obvious is the tuning of the gongs. By removing 
material from either/both gongs, he can change the frequency of the 
notes produced, and tune them to be harmonious vis-a-vis each other. 
Ultimately, the watchmaker himself remains the final authority on the 
timbre of a minute repeater, since he's responsible for tuning it. The 
beauty of the complication lies in how no two minute repeaters will 
ever sound alike; every single one has a unique sonic signature thanks 
to the hands and ears that have worked on it. 



Jaeger-LeCoultre 
Rendez-Vous Ivy 
Minute Repeater, an 
uncommon tadies' 
version of this high 
comptication 



IWC Portugieser 
Minute Repeater 



even batch production. Depending on its complexity, its parts number 
from well over a hundred. These components must be flawlessly 
produced, assembled, and adjusted for the minute repeater to even 
work. Watchmaker Kari Voutilainen illustrated the importance of these 
with an example: Should the quarter-snail be improperly cut or given 
too much play, for instance, the quarter-rack that "reads" the quarters 
might drop onto its next step prematurely, and strike zero quarters 
instead of three at 2:58. 

SOUND JUDGEMENT 

Proper functioning is only part of the puzzle though. Ultimately, 
a minute repeater is still judged on its sound, which hinges on 
several related parameters - noise, loudness, and timbre. The first is 
relatively easy to define, ideally, the parts within the minute repeater 
should not produce any unwanted noises when it is in operation. The 
main source of comes from its regulator, which controls the tempo 
at which the hammers strike the gongs. Two systems are traditionally 
used - one works just like a escapement to slow the strike train, while 
the second uses spring loaded weights to do the same. Minimising noise 
is as simple as using the second system, the silent governor, as the first 
creates an audible buzz. 

What of a minute repeater's loudness and timbre then? An 
entire paper can be devoted to this topic alone, but suffice it to say 
that several related factors can be identified and modified to tweak 
these two qualities. Regulating and tuning the strike train, for one, can 
transfer more energy to the hammers and allow them to strike the 
gongs harder. The consideration, however, is that the hammers must 
be adequately dampened and pull away immediately after striking 
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Less a complication and more a category unto 
itself, the calendar comes in three variants 
with a strict pecking order. At the bottom is the 
simple calendar, which has a hand or disc that 
advances once a day. The mechanism does 
not account for differing lengths of the months, 
and reguires a manual adjustment at the end of 
every month with less than 31 days. 

By adding a cam wheel with notches of differing depths, a 
calendar can be mechanically programmed to advance the date 
twice at the end of every 'short' month to skip the non-existent 31^^ 

At the end of every 'long' month, however, it will advance only once, 
to display the first of the next month. Such a system thus correctly 
tracks the lengths of all the months except February, when a manual 
adjustment is required. This yearly adjustment is why the upgrade to 
the simple calendar is called the annual calendar. 

FACTORING IN THE LEAP YEAR 

improving on the annual calendar is far more difficult though, and 
requires a significantly larger technical leap. Using a series of pawls, 
cams, wheels, and racks, the perpetual calendar is able to account for 
February's differing lengths over the leap year cycle, and sits at the 
top of the hierarchy in calendar complications because of it. With its 
complexity, it is also considered a high complication. 

Date aside, a perpetual calendar usually also displays the 
current day of the week, month, year, and leap year. This is not difficult, 
since the various cams and wheels are already tracking them under 
the dial. The challenge lies in presenting the information in a logical 
and aesthetically pleasing way, which necessitates additional effort 
in the movement's design. A moon phase indicator is also included 



sometimes, with the sheer amount of information displayed contributing 
to the complex and intricate dial that perpetual calendars are known for. 

DISPLAY CORRECTIONS 

A perpetual calendar shouldn't need any adjustments until 2100 if it 
is kept running constantly. Should the watch stop for longer than a 
day, however, its displays will need to be corrected. One solution is to 
advance each display with a pusher. This is relatively straightforward, 
but requires multiple holes to be bored into the side of a case. iWC's 
master watchmaker Kurt Klaus invented an alternative system to 
circumvent this; his entire perpetual calendar module is driven by 
the base movement via just one point, and all calendar information is 
synchronised by the watchmaker before the movement is encased. 

For adjustments, only the date needs to be advanced using the 
crown, and all other information will follow. As a testament to its 
effectiveness, all iWC perpetual calendar watches currently use 
variations of it. The only disadvantage of Klaus's system is that the 
calendar can only be adjusted forwards. Ulysse Nardin's perpetual 
calendars feature a crown-only adjustment system as well, with an 
added benefit of being adjustable both backwards and forwards. 

DEIHOCRATISING A HIGH COIMPLICATION 

The perpetual calendar has become one of the more accessible 
high complications thanks to manufactures such as Dubois Depraz, 
which offer modules with this complication that brands can integrate 
into their own movements. Such one-size-fits-all solutions come 
with some drawbacks though. A modular approach does result in a 
thicker movement. The module's dimensions are also fixed, so brands 
must either contend with a limited range of case sizes, or risk having 
imbalanced dials due to the spacing of the indications on it. 



PERPETUAL 

CALENDAR 






LEAP YEARS - RULES AND EXCEPTIONS 

The calendars that we use account for 365 days a year, but the earth's orbit around the sun 
takes slightly longer than that. This difference is allowed to accumulate, and gets corrected 
once every four years - on a leap year - by inserting a leap day at the end of February. 

The above is familiar to most people, interestingly enough, a leap day correction 
is also an approximation itself. The addition of a leap day every four years actually 
overcompensates for the error. The solution? Designate the years that are divisible by 100 
(2100, 2200, 2300, etc.) as normal years, unless they are also divisible by 400 (2000, 
2400, 2800, etc.). This explains why all perpetual calendars require a manual adjustment in 
2100 - it is not a leap year despite being divisible by four. 

HANDS OFF - WHEN NOT TO ADJUST THE CALENDAR 

Manufactures often warn against quick-setting a watch's date display in the hours preceding 
and following midnight, typically from 8PM to 2AM. When this window opens, the 
timekeeping portion of the movement begins to engage the calendar mechanism via the date 
advance wheel (or a similar part, depending on the movement's design). Tension is built until 
midnight, when the indicators are allowed to advance, before the two decouple. 

Should the quickset function be used when the date advance wheel and the finger it 
drives are under tension, the mechanism might break, in a perpetual calendar, the potential 
damage and cost of repair is even higher due to its complexity. The proper way to correct 
any indications is to first set the time to noon, before setting all calendar information to the 
previous day's. The watch's time should then be advanced until the indications jump to the 
present day's, with the final step being the setting of the correct time. Sounds complicated? 
Yes, it really is. 
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^ I Ulysse Nardin 
I Perpetual 

f Manufacture, which 
^ uses the crown for 
both forward and 
backward correction 
j of indicators 
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Ref 1450.12 was the last 
Omega Speedmaster to use 
the manufacture's Calibre 321, 
The watch was involved in alt 
six lunar landing missions 



Heuer Carrera from 1969. Heuer 
was heavily involved in chronograph 
development in this period, with 
breakthroughs including 1/1, 000^'' 
second accuracy 



CHRONOGRAPH 



Among the complications being discussed 
here, the chronograph tikety had the heaviest 
impact on the course of history. Artillery battery 
commanders used theirs to direct fire and steer 
the outcome of battles. Races were timed and 
records were set using them. When the Apollo 
13 needed to make a mid-course correction to 
return its ill-fated crew home, it was Jack Swigert's chronograph that 
timed the 14-second activation of the spacecraft's thrusters. 

Chronograph is a portmanteau of the Greek words for "time" and 
"writer", and the first ones were literally that - a pen and dial were 
brought together when the chronograph was started, with the length 
of the pen's marking on the dial corresponding to the elapsed time 
measured. What followed was a series of incremental developments 
that improved the usability and reliability of the complication. In lieu 
of marking the elapsed time using a pen, time was read off a counter. 
The heart cam allowed a chronograph's hands to be reset to zero. The 
monopusher chronograph, which sequentially starts, stops, and resets 
the hands via its single push button, was improved to the two-pusher 
version, which allows consecutive events to be timed by stopping and 
restarting the complication without resetting it. Self-winding and more 
complicated variations of the chronograph were also developed to 
serve various needs. 



ACTUATION SYSTEM 

The first key difference between chronographs lies in whether they 
are column wheel- or cam-actuated. The former is shaped like a castle 



turret, with shaped teeth acting as its 'battlements'. Depressing the 
pusher rotates the column wheel, causing the chronograph fingers to 
fall into, or be lifted out of, the spaces between the teeth, thus starting 
and stopping the chronograph. Cam-actuation, on the other hand, 
uses a series of levers and cams that are arranged and engaged on a 
horizontal plane to do the same. 

Each actuation method has its benefits and drawbacks. The 
column-wheel offers far better tactility - its pusher action is smoother, 
and the forces needed to start and stop the chronograph are more 
consistent. A cam-actuated chronograph, on the other hand, usually 
has more play in the pusher. Some cam-actuated chronographs also 
require higher effort to start initially, with a noticeable reduction in 
the force needed on the same pusher to stop or restart it. The simpler 
system of a cam-actuated chronograph, however, keeps its costs 
down relative to a column-wheel system, as its parts are easier to 
produce, assemble, and lubricate. A cam-actuation system is also 
more robust, as the mechanism works on a single horizontal plane. 

HORIZONTAL VS VERTICAL CLUTCH 

Actuation aside, chronographs also vary in their clutch, or 
coupling systems. Essentially, a chronograph is powered by the 
base movement whose primary function is timekeeping. How the 
complication siphons this energy is known as its coupling system. 

The horizontal clutch system is so named because it relies on 
a series of wheels that are arranged on an identical plane. When the 
chronograph is actuated, the wheels move horizontally and engage 
with each other to deliver energy from the base movement's gear 
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train to the chronograph. This system is largely mechanical and 
thus easier to control physically. As the wheels are arranged 
horizontally, it is also more aesthetically pleasing, as they can be 
viewed from the case back. There are drawbacks to the system 
though. For one, engaging a set of stationary wheels with another 
that is already in motion causes the infamous jumping/retrograde 
motion of the chronograph second hand, as there is some play 
between the teeth initially. This meshing of teeth also causes greater 
wear and tear on the wheels themselves. Finally, a horizontal 
coupling system places an additional 'load' on the movement's gear 
train when the chronograph is activated, which potentially affects the 
movement's accuracy. 

The alternative to the above is the vertical clutch, which has 
a coupling wheel that is constantly connected to the gear train. 

This represents a consistent 'load' that the watchmaker would have 
accounted for when regulating the timepiece - an improvement 
over the horizontal clutch system. Starting the chronograph pushes 
a second wheel vertically against this coupling wheel; the former 
then turns the chronograph second hand. As the wheels are friction 
fit, there is no meshing of teeth, which can cause the chronograph 
second hand to jerk. The vertical clutch's dependence on friction, 
however, requires several other factors to be considered in its design. 
The wheels' surface finishing, lubrication, and materials must all 
be accounted for, and these attributes can change over time, which 
makes their consistency a technical challenge. 

MAKING A CHRONOGRAPH 

For a watchmaker, a chronograph's adjustment and regulation are the 
two main difficulties during production. A poorly adjusted column wheel 
chronograph can end up with worse tactility than a cam-actuated one, 
for instance. Standardising the feel of a chronograph's pushers during 
serial production is another issue. According to Thomas Gaumann, 
head of movement research and development at IWC, specifics such 



as the force that is necessary to activate a pusher are tied down during 
the development process, and checked during production. To replicate 
these details across watches will, of course, be a challenge. 

Regulation is tedious because a watch with this complication 
needs to be regulated both when the chronograph is running and when 
it isn't in use. The regulation must also be conducted when the watch 
is fully wound and when it has a low power reserve, lest a smaller 
swing amplitude affects the chronograph's accuracy. 





VARIATIONS ON A THEME 

Several types of chronographs exist. The most 
common is the two-pusher variant, where 
one pusher starts and stops the chronograph, 
and the other resets it. In a monopusher 
chronograph, the lone pusher starts, stops, and 
resets the complication sequentially. A flyback 
chronograph has two pushers, with the one 
that resets the hands capable of doing so while 
it is running. The chronograph second hand will 
continue running immediately after being reset, 
for zero lag between timing two consecutive 
events. This is useful in applications such as 
a pilot's timing of flight patterns. A split- 
second, or rattrapante, chronograph, has three 
pushers, and two chronograph second hands, 
and allows for the timing of two simultaneous 
events. The additional pusher stops the extra 
second hand, and allows it to "catch up" with 
the first second hand instantaneously - perfect 
for split-timing events. 



143 







The Piaget AUiplano 9000P, 
which has a case and 
movement just 3.65mm thick 




The Piaget 
Attiptano 9000P, 
which has a case 
and movement 
just3.65mm thick 



Ultra-thin timepieces were first 
developed in the late 18^^ century, in 
response to the demand for slimmer 
and lighter pocket watches that 
would not weigh down and distort 
coat pockets. This style persisted in 
the wristwatch as it affords a better 
fit under a shirt cuff. Of course, one could have his shirt (and 
suit) cuff tailored for a chunky watch, but the asymmetry 
would be quite appalling, to say the least. 

TWO SIDES OF A COIN 

it's no coincidence that ultra-thin timepieces also tend 
to be dress watches. The reason behind this is twofold. 

Firstly, setting a case's dimensions as the priority limits the 
watch's applications. Neither a soft-iron inner case for anti- 
magnetism nor a thick crystal that withstands underwater 
pressure can be included in an ultra-thin watch because they 
add significant thickness to it, thus precluding it from serving 
as a pilot or dive watch. The codified rules for formal attire 
has also made a slim case integral to a dress watch's DNA, 
just like black patent leather's importance to a pair of formal 
oxfords. Ultra-thin watches' predominance as dress watches 
is hence a result of both functional and sartorial reasons, its 
relatively long history and enduring popularity has made it a 
staple in manufactures' line-ups, with brands from Audemars 
Piguet to Zenith offering some variation on the theme. 

THICKNESS REDUCTION 

To make a watch thinner, one only needs to shrink all 
its components proportionately... right? it's a little more 
complicated, unfortunately. There are physical limits to how 
far components can be miniaturised, and smaller parts come 
with their own challenges in building and assembly. 






ULTRA-THIN 







Creating an ultra-thin watch involves several 
demonstrations of a watchmaker's skill, beginning with 
movement design. By optimising component arrangement, 
more parts can be packed into a thinner movement. A 
related difficulty at this stage lies in the trade-offs of smaller 
parts. For example, a thinner, shorter mainspring will require 
a correspondingly smaller barrel that takes up less space. 
The consequence, however, is a shorter power reserve and 
less torque, which can reduce accuracy. Functionality and 
svelteness is a zero-sum game here, and the watchmaker 
has to decide each quality's relative importance. 

Design aside, the actual construction of an ultra-thin 
movement is a challenge in and of itself due to the tighter 
tolerances involved. Remove the same amount of material 
from a pinion that's half as tall, and it'd have lost twice its 
proportionate height. Apply an equal amount of lubrication 
to smaller wheels with finer teeth, and they might clog when 
meshed together. Make a bridge thinner, and it'll bend more 
easily when mounted over a part. Clearly, greater finesse is 
demanded of the watchmaker. 

SLIMMING IT DOWN 

Miniaturisation isn't the only option that is open to 
watchmakers though. By removing or modifying features, 
ultra-slim watches can also be achieved, or made even 
thinner. For instance, a rotor adds significant thickness to 
a watch, so one possible solution is to remove it entirely to 
create a thinner hand-wound movement, it is also possible 
to use a micro-rotor or peripheral rotor with a denser 
material to create a space efficient self-winding system with 
little cost to winding efficiency. Even more drastic measures 
can be taken. Piaget's Altiplano 900P, for example, has a 
case back that doubles as the movement's main plate. The 
bridges are mounted on the dial side of the watch as well, all 
of which contributes to a thinner watch. o 
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Piaget's Altiplano 
Chronograph - the 
wortd's thinnest 
hand-wound ftyback 
chronograph at 8.24mm 



THE NEW BREED 

Breaking the mould and pushing boundaries, today s watchmakers 
are bringing more and better innovations to the fore 

WORDS SUJIA XIAN 




FEATURES 



B eyond the hours, minutes, and seconds, comptications are 
often what gets the aficionado's heart racing. Comptications 
are functions like the chronograph or perpetuat catendar - a 
tourbillon is not strictty a complication, but it's usually considered as 
such - while grand comptications combine several comptications, 
traditionally a chronograph, a catendar, and a striking mechanism. 

As mechanical watches came back into fashion since the late 
1980s and early 1990s, comptications as well as grand complications 
became the trophies that many rejuvenated brands desire. Audemars 
Piguet developed the Triple Complication, Blancpain came up with the 
1735, IWC had the It Destriero Scafusia, and Patek Philippe topped 
them all with the Calibre 89 pocket watch, with the latter remaining 
the most complicated portable timepiece ever made. Despite their 
complexities, these grand complications are nonetheless, traditional in 
conception, execution, and style. 

The inventiveness of contemporary 
watchmakers has seen to it that modern 
watches reinvent age-old complications 



Chime Out 

The inventiveness of contemporary watchmakers has seen to it that 
many modern complicated watches reinvent age-old complications 
in truly unique ways. Take for example the minute repeater, a 
complication that is some 400 years old. Many wristwatch minute 
repeaters are fundamentally similar to pocket watches with the same 
complication. Some are, in fact, just miniaturised versions of traditional 
pocket watches. 

Breguet's recently launched Tradition Repetition Minutes 
Tourbillon, on the other hand, rethinks the repeater mechanism 
completely. Instead of conventional round gongs, the Tradition repeater 
has a pair of bean-shaped gongs, with one larger than the other. 

Both are attached to the bezel, instead of the case as is traditional, 
easing the transmission of sound. And the hammers that strike the 
gongs move perpendicular to the movement, instead of parallel. This 
unusual construction is devised to achieve a better repeater sound, 
something aided by the magnetic governor, which operates nearly 
soundlessly. Despite all that innovation, the Tradition repeater aesthetic 
is paradoxically modelled after that of 19^^ century pocket watches. 

The A. Lange & Sohne Zeitwerk Minute Repeater, though, 
takes a different approach with a decidedly modern design. Based on 
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Audemars Piguet spent several years on 
R&D for the Royal Oak Concept RD#1, 
identifying the ideal sound, and then 
produced a movement and watch that could 
produce the desired chimes 



The tourbillon makes sense for clocks and pocket watches that are always 
vertical, but not wristwatches that are in constantly changing positions while 
on the wrist. That is the rationale for multi-axis or inclined tourbillons 



Lange's signature digital wristwatch, the Zeitwerk repeater has a host 
of features built into the chiming mechanism specificatty catering to 
the jumping hour and minute display. 

To start with, it's a decimal repeater, so instead of hours, 
quarters, and minutes as is convention, it chimes the hours, ten-minute 
segments, and minutes - exactly they way a digital display shows the 
time. Thus, the repeater strikes translate directly into the time display 
from left to right. And while the repeater is striking, the digital time 
display pauses so as to ensure the time shown does not jump ahead 
of the time being struck. The longest pause is 20 seconds, when the 
repeater is chiming 12:59. 

Tour De Force 

Patented in 1801, the tourbillon is not quite as old as the repeater, 
but it is far more prolific in wristwatches. Breguet's original invention 



comprises a cage that constantly rotates the balance so as to average 
out errors caused by gravity. That makes sense for clocks and pocket 
watches that are always vertical, but not for wristwatches that are in 
constantly changing positions while on the wrist. 

Consequently, that is the rationale for multi-axis or inclined 
tourbillons, the specialty of Greubel Forsey. The firm boasts three 
distinct tourbillons, including its flagship Quadruple Tourbillon. 
Comprising twin tourbillons, each with two cages rotating on different 
planes, linked by a spherical differential, the Quadruple Tourbillon 
is Greubel Forsey's most complicated tourbillon regulator. The time 
shown is the average of both double tourbillons, each of which is 
averaging out gravitational errors on its own. 

Another important multi-axis tourbillon is the Jaeger-LeCoultre 
Gyrotourbillon. When introduced in 2004, the Gyrotourbillon was 
one of the handful of multi-axis tourbillons on the market, with its 
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Now in its third generation, the Jaeger-LeCoultre Gyrotourbillon has 
become the Grande Maisons signature complication 





FEATURES 



Starting in the mid-2000s, the grand complication craze completed 
a full circle and the focus returned to time-telling but in a 
completely original manner 




balance wheel contained within twin spherical cages, each rotating at 
a different speed. Now in its third generation with the Master Grande 
Tradition Gyrotourbillon 3, this has become Jaeger-LeCoultre's 
signature complication. 

Hours On End 

Starting in the mid-2000s, the grand complication craze completed 
a full circle and the focus returned to time telling - just the hours, 
minutes, and seconds - but in a completely original manner. 

One of the forerunners in this movement was Urwerk, which 
unveiled its first watches in 1997. Those featured a wandering hour 
display, with the hour numeral moving across the minute scale. But it 
was only in 2003 with the UR-103.01 that Urwerk really put itself on 
the map, combining the wandering hours with a sleek, avant-garde 
case that is radically different from any other wristwatch at the time. 

The wandering hours, however, is not a new complication, dating 
as far back as the late 17^^ century. Urwerk's landmark time display 
mechanism made its debut in 2005 in the Harry Winston Opus V. The 
fifth watch in the jeweller's annual collaboration with independent 
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One of the forerunners in this movement was Urwerk, which unveiled its 
watches in 1997. Those featured a wandering hour display, with the hour 
numeral moving across the minute scale 
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watchmakers, it indicated the hours via rotating satettite cubes and the minutes on 
a retrograde scate. Ingenious in its three dimensionat disptay of the time, the hour 
satettite disptay was tater imptemented in the Urwerk 201 two years tater, and stitt 
remains the brand's signature comptication today. 

Urwerk's cottaboration with Harry Winston was not the first unusuat time 
disptay in the series; the Opus 3 has that distinction. Unveited in 2003, but onty 
detivered nearty a decade tater, the Opus 3 is the brainchitd of Vianney Hatter 
who conceived its six-porthote disptay. These show the hours on the upper 
corners, minutes on the tower corners, and the date in the two centrat windows. 
More intriguingty, the date disptay turns into a seconds countdown for the fast 
four seconds of every minute (56 to 59), before returning to show the date once 
the minute has changed. Powering att 10 discs for the various disptays white 
maintaining a respectabte power reserve was the primary reason the watch onty 
reached fruition in 2014. 

Curiousty, some of the most avant-garde timepieces of the fast decade 
have few or no comptications at att, but are extremety comptex watches. Most 
have been the brainchitd of the man behind the Opus series, Maximitian Busser, 
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Curiously, some of the most avant-garde timepieces of 
the last decade have few or no complications at all, but are 
extremely complex watches 
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Cartiers ID concept watches look decidedly ordinary on the wrist. 
They, too, tell only the time, with no complications, but are experiments 
that balance on the cutting-edge of watchmaking 




who decamped Harry Winston in 2005 and established MB&F. 

Short for Maximilian BGsser & Friends; the brand was founded on a 
similar premise that drove the Opus collection - collaborations with 
independent watchmakers. 

MB&F's creations take the form of the wristwatch into 
unchartered territory, less timekeepers than sculptures for the wrist. 
Despite being relatively conventional in telling the time - many MB&F 
watches have hands or discs for the hours and minutes - its watches, 
and consequently the movements inside, are radically shaped, and 
none more so than the Horological Machine No. 4 (HM4). 

Resembling the Podracers from Star Wars, the HM4 functions 
like a typical mechanical watch, except the movement is shaped 
like a spaceship, with wings on each side and the balance wheel 



in the middle. Despite only telling the time and power reserve, the 
movement is made up of 311 parts - practically as many as the 
336-component Patek Philippe calibre R TO 27 PS that has a minute 
repeater and tourbillon. 

Test Of Time 

Standing in stark contrast to the timepieces of MB&F are Cartier's ID 
concept watches, all of which look decidedly ordinary on the wrist. 
They too tell only the time, with no complications, but are experiments 
that balance on the cutting-edge of watchmaking. The ID One concept 
watch needs neither regulation nor lubrication, largely thanks to 
the use of exotic materials, including artificial diamond and a high- 
tech glass. And the ID Two boasts a 32-day power reserve, despite 
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Cartier Astrotourbillon 
Carbon Crystal is the first 
commerciatty produced 
timepiece that benefitted 
from the ID concept 





being a modest 42mm in diameter. Fibregtass mainsprings coated 
with a polymer, a vacuum inside the case, as welt as a friction-free 
escapement are the elements behind the month-long power reserve. 
Neither iD watch is for sate, but some of the innovations within wilt 
eventually make it to commercial production. Already, artificial 
diamond is used in the Cartier Astrotourbitton Carbon Crystal. 

But sometimes, innovation can be hidden under a veneer of 
tradition, just tike in the Vacheron Constantin Harmony Ultra-Thin 
Grande Complication Chronograph. The Calibre 3500 looks tike a 
traditional split-seconds chronograph, with all the attendant levers, 
springs and gears, lavishly decorated and stunning to see. 

The peripheral rotor is barely apparent, but it's decidedly 
novel. A rare feature in simple watches, let alone complicated ones. 



the peripheral rotor sits on the edge of the movement so as not to 
obstruct the view of the mechanism. At the same time, it allows for 
thinner movements - Calibre 3500 is the thinnest split-seconds 
chronograph movement ever - since such a rotor adds to the width, 
but not the height of the calibre. 

Like much else in watchmaking. Calibre 3500 is a blend of old 
and new. The first brand to patent a peripheral rotor was Patek Philippe 
in 1968, but technology allows the mechanism to be reliably efficient 
in winding only recently. Even Greubel Forsey's remarkable tourbillon 
movements are all finished by hand in a style that borrows heavily from 
the finest of 19^^ century pocket watches. The best watchmakers will 
continue to turn out remarkable and unimaginable complications, but 
they will always rely on history for inspiration. o 
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REFINED 

MECHANICS 

o 

EXQUISITE CHRONOGRAPHS THAT 
MELD FORM AND FUNCTION FOR 
THE DISCERNING GENTLEMAN 

Photography Joel Low 
Art direotion Tok Wei Lun 
Styling Oh Jing Ni 



Breitling Transocean 
Chronograph Unitime 
in red gold, RM114,690; 
Ermenegildo Zegna 
Cotton poplin shirt, wool 
double-breasted jacket 




A. Lange &Sohne 1815 
Chronograph in pink gold, 
price unavailable; 

Dolce &Gabbana Cotton 
shirt, wool embroidered 
suit, silk tie 






Montblanc Meisterstuck 
Heritage Pulsograph in rose 
gold, price unavailable; 
Gucci Cotton shirt; Givenchy 
wool striped suit 



Frederique Constant 

Runabout Chronograph 
in rose gold-plated steel, 
RM13,300; Saint Laurent 
Cotton shirt; Dior Homme 
wool suit; Ralph Lauren 
silk bow tie 





Longines Column-Wheel 
Single Push-Piece 
Chrono in steel, price 
unavailable; Gucci 
Cotton shirt, wool and 
silk jacket 











Audemars Piguet Royal Oak 
' Chronograph in pink gold, 
RM213,953; Gucci Cotton 
shirt, wool print suit, silk 
bow tie 







PASTILLES 



VICHY-ETAT 



Bulgari Octo Velocissimo 
in pink gold, RM94,300; 
Dior Homme Cotton shirt, 
wool double-breasted suit, 
silk bow tie 







IWC Portugieser 
Chronograph in red gold, 
RM60,500; Dolce & 
Gabbana Cotton shirt, silk 
and velvet embroidered 
suit; Gucci silk pocket 
square 



Grooming Alex T using Goldfingers Pomade and colours from Dior Beauty 

Stylist assistant Jeremy Nguyen 
Photography assistant Eddie Teo 
Models Dalius R / Ave, Marcus H / Mannequin 
Location Balzac Brasserie & Bar, 5 Cox Terrace, B1-08, Fort Canning Arts Centre 





(^(^all^ Q^kewed 

Getting first dibs on the latest inventions of history s best horologers, monarchs and aristocrats 
have famously owned some of the world s most beautiful timepieces - they still do today 



WORDS CELINE YAP 



f ^ J istorically, many things that are ubiquitous 
f I today used to be onty availabte within the 

confines of royat courts. There are innumerabte 
examptes. This was the case with spices, alcohol, even chocolate, and 
yes, watches too. it would be decades before these goods became 
available to the hoi polloi, but of course, not having first meandered 
through society's noble and elite. The practice was always the same; 
courtiers would spend a large amount of time and effort scouring 
the city for its best purveyors to recommend to the court. Only the 
best ones end up being appointed officially by the court, and fame 
would swiftly ensue. This was certainly the story of celebrated 
watchmaker Abraham-Louis Breguet, the inventor of the tourbillon 
among numerous other things and royal horologer to King Louis XVi of 
France, although Breguet was by no means the only watchmaker who 
had ever made watches for members of European royalty. 
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Watch No. 4536 gifted to 
Queen Victoria by Antoine 
Norbert de Patek and 
Jean-Adrien Philippe 





monarchs as well as noblemen and women hare lon^faeourect^atek^hilippe's 
timepieces, be^nnin^with the ^andmother of (S..urape herselfQ^ictoria, queen of the 
ni>nitedadd.in^dom of qftreat (Britain andes^reland 08^-i^oj) 



Having a blue-blooded clientele is obviously a big deal, arguably 
more so in the past than now. in the old days, it enabled a watchmaker 
(or jeweller) to better sustain his business, as it was the equivalent ot 
having one or a few big and regular customers, who also happened to 
reward handsomely. Using the earnings from those transactions, the 
watchmaker could subsequently invest in research and development 
to improve his services and wares, which yielded stronger products 
that were greatly appreciated. Timepieces at that time were at the 
forefront of technology, and it was unconceivable for a person of royal 
status to be without one, so precious as his or her time presumably 
was. Throughout the world, kings and queens, princes and princesses, 
sultans and sheikhs, emperors and empresses, and dukes and 
duchesses, have had their fair share of exquisite timepieces and 
jewellery. Even till today, royalty remains the watch and jewellery 
industry's best and biggest customers. 



^^atek^hilrppe 

Royal monarchs as well as noblemen and women have long favoured 
Patek Philippe's timepieces, beginning with the grandmother of Europe 
herself, Victoria, queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
ireland (1837-1901), and empress of india (1876-1901). The relationship 
between Queen Victoria and Patek Philippe started in 1851, when 
she acquired a key-wound Patek Philippe pendant watch at the Great 
Exhibition of London held in the Crystal Palace at Hyde Park, it was 
said that Antoine Norbert de Patek and Jean-Adrien Philippe felt it a 
shame that she did not select a model with their latest invention, the 
keyless winding system. Nonetheless, the duo showed their gratitude 
to her patronage by gifting her with another timepiece, this time with 
the keyless winding mechanism, on August 18, 1851. 

No. 4719 is the pendant watch that Queen Victoria acquired for 
a sum of 612.50 francs. Delivered on November 30, 1851, this watch 



176 




and cfueens hone lon^ had their 
fair share of eacjuisite timepieees. (Sasen till 
todap, r<^alt^ remains the watch industrfs 
best and bf^e St customers 




requires winding and time-setting by a separate key, and was made 
between 1850 and 1851. its yettow gold case is decorated with powder 
blue enamel and diamonds. 

No. 4536 is the second timepiece that Queen Victoria owned. 
This pendant watch with keyless winding and time-setting is made 
of yellow gold and decorated with royal blue enamel and diamonds, 
it was presented together with a matching pin to the Queen, and 
engraved with the words "No. 4536 invention Brevetee de Patek 
Philippe & Co. a Geneve". [Editor's note: Brevetee translates to 
patented in French] Patek Philippe continues to supply the British 
royal family with watches till today. 

Another of Patek Philippe's many royal customers was 
Alexander i. King of Serbia (1876-1903) and Draga Mashin, Queen of 
Serbia (1900-1903). The timepiece owned was No. 106148, a pocket 
watch with keyless winding and time setting made between 1897 and 
1898. it is crafted in yellow gold and has the portraits of the King on 
the cover and the Queen on the front of the watch. Both portraits were 
painted in enamel on gold by one J (or T, historical accounts couldn't 
be certain) Zasche of Vienna. The royal couple acquired this timepiece 
for a sum of 500 francs through one Leopold Lowith from Vienna. 

Christian iX, King of Denmark (1818-1906) and Louise, Queen of 
Denmark (1817-1898) were another royal couple that also patronised 
Patek Philippe. The timepiece. No. 28939, was a pocket watch 
with keyless winding and time setting made in 1867. in yellow gold 
decorated with enamel and rose-cut diamonds, the Queen acquired it 
for the sum of 1,640 francs, and gifted it to the King on the occasion of 
their 25^^ wedding anniversary, which was May 26, 1867. The front of 
the watch is set with 45 diamonds forming a ribbon in the shape of the 
monogram LC, which are the initials of Louise and Christian. The rest 
of the cover includes white ribbon with red border enamel under six 
gold stars against a backdrop of blue translucent enamel, and beneath 
the cover is a portrait of the Queen painted in enamel on gold by one 
Charles Louis Glardon from Geneva. 





A fascinating piece to watch 
connoisseurs is the timepiece owned by 
Antoine Marie Phitippe Louis d'Orteans 
(1824-1890), a member of the French royat 
family and Duke of Montpensier. Fie was also 
styled as infante of Spain, having wedded 
infanta Luisa Fernanda of Spain (1832- 
1897). No. 25308 is a pocket watch with 
keyless winding and time-setting, but more 
importantly, it is a high complication piece 
with perpetual calendar, retrograde date, 
and phases of the moon. Made in 1864, it is 
cased in yellow gold, has very elegant hands, 
and a tasteful mix of Roman and Arabic 
numerals on the dial. This pocket watch was 
issued on March 24, 1865, by one Matfas 
Fernandez Pena from Madrid, who was then 
the watchmaker of the Queen and provider of 
the court, for a sum of 1,080 francs. 



Before this event, the Spanish 
horologer had made contact with Patek 
Philippe eight years ago in 1857. Fie 
successfully sold the first watch supplied to 
him by the Genevan watchmaker that same 
year, on July 29. The great quality of these 
watches led him to the Spanish royal family, 
and he was swiftly appointed royal horologer 
to isabelle ii (1830-1904), Queen of Spain 
(1833-1868). Qver the following years, he 
continued to acquire numerous timepieces 
from Patek Philippe, many of which today 
have marked significant milestones for 
the manufacture. Some pieces include 
one of the Spanish horologer's first grande 
complication ever commission (No. 24919), 
his first chronometer with tourbillon (No. 
25298), and his second watch with equation 
of time (No. 27116). 
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Watch No. 
93202 

commissioned 
by Rama V of 
Thailand as a 
gift to one John 
Anderson 





cHdt onlp are (S^urepean 
re^allp} hi^fans of^atek 
Philippe 's timepieees, but 
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O^in^ ef^iam 



The pocket watch that was in the 
possession of the Duke of Montpensier is 
exquisitety decorated. Its cover had been 
guilloched and engraved using the intagtio 
technique with the coat of arms symbotising 
the matrimoniat union between Antoine Marie 
Philippe Louis d'Orteans and Luisa Fernanda 
of Spain, where intaglio is a traditionat 
technique of engraving a surface with 
incisions to create an image or a motif. 

Not only are European royalty big fans 
of Patek Philippe's timepieces, but the Geneva 
manufacture has also struck a little closer to 
home - ours, that is. The King of Siam, Rama 
V (1853-1910) commissioned a pocket watch 
on September 7, 1897, paying a sum of 250 
francs for the rose gold timepiece. No. 93202 
is a classic time-only pocket watch with 
crown winding and time adjustment made 
by Patek Philippe between 1891 and 1897. 

On its front, the King selected to engrave 
his official emblem and under the cover, 
there is a personalised message engraved: 
"Chulalongkorn, Rex Siamensis, To, John 
Anderson, Singapore, 10 Dec 1897". According 
to Thai historical accounts, Anderson was 
also known as Phra Phites Panich, and was a 
Siamese consul general who met with RamaV 
in Singapore in 1896. 
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(^reguet 

One simply cannot conclude an account of fine timepieces for royalty 
without any mention of Breguet. This formidable Swiss high watchmaking 
firm carries the name of haute horlogerie's great forefather, Abraham-Louis 
Breguet, who famously invented more devices for the advancement of 
watchmaking than many other watchmakers. He was also appointed as 
royal horologer to the French monarchy in the 1700s. Breguet's connection 
with the courts was made through an early tutor, one Abbe Marie from 
College Mazarin, where the young watchmaker studied mathematics. Marie, 
in his capacity as tutor to the children of the Comte d'Artois, introduced 
Breguet to the French society's aristocratic and wealthy. 

Over time, Breguet accumulated a long list of royals among his 
clientele, which also included renowned bankers and lawyers of the 
time. George Auguste Frederick, Prince of Wales and later. King of Great 
Britain and Ireland (1762-1830) was one of them, as was George Spencer 
Churchill, the sixth duke of Marlborough, Marquis of Blandford, Earl of 
Sunderland, Earl of Marlborough, Baron Spencer, Baron Churchill (1793- 
1857). The former owned Watch No. 921 - a gold hunting-cased simple 
watch - and the latter. Watch No. 3012, a very thin gold watch with two 
barrels, original gold Breguet short double chain, and ratchet key. Breguet 
also made watches for the Duke of Orleans, Louis XVI, Louis XVIII, Tsar of 
Russia Alexander I, Prince Ferdinand of Spain, King Farouk of Egypt, and 
countless dukes all over England. 



Breguet's Reine 
de Naples 
collection is 
inspired by 
a timepiece 
attached to the 
wrist with a 
ribbon, made 
by Breguet for 
Caroline Murat 






The Breguet Reine de 
Naples 8973 grande 
complication was launched 
in 2012 to celebrate the 10‘^ 
anniversary of the collection 
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Left: Watch No. 160, also known as 
The Queen, made by Breguet for 
Queen Marie Antoinette. 

Right: Watch No. 1160 is a replica 
of The Queen commissioned by the 
late Nicolas G Hayek in tribute to the 
original, which had been stolen from 
its museum owner 



CS>Patch &{b. j6o contained knomi complication at that time - 
clock, perpetual calendar, minute repeater, thermometer, chronograph, poyper reserve, 
pare -chute (invented lgt(^re^et). chime, and independent seconds hand 



The Bonapartes were regular customers of Breguet; Lucien 
Bonaparte commissioned Watch No. 689, a silver and gold case 
tact watch, and acquired it on November 10, 1800, for 1,000 francs. 
Breguet's tact watches were legendary and considered the it watch of 
the day. These are timepieces equipped with a mechanism, invented 
by Breguet, which enabled the wearer to tell the time by touch alone. 
Breguet made this in 1799, and part of the reason for its popularity is its 
opportunity for embellishments with enamel, pearls, and diamonds. 

Another Bonaparte who owned a Breguet timepiece was the 
Queen of Naples, Caroline Bonaparte, or Caroline Murat after she 
married Joachim Murat, King of Naples. Sister to Napoleon Bonaparte, 
Queen Caroline's first Breguet timepiece was the Watch No. 2327. 
Acquired on January 24, 1814, the gold pocket watch with quarter- 
repeating complication sold for 1,500 francs. This wasn't the famous 
Reine de Naples wristwatch that Breguet today had named after the 
Queen. Reine de Naples is, in fact, a modern watch made in tribute to 
an ovoid cased timepiece - Watch No. 2639 - attached to a ribbon 
to be tied around the wrist, which Breguet made for Queen Caroline 
in 1810. According to Breguet's accounts, the Queen had acquired 34 
clocks and watches from 1808 to 1814, placing her among the biggest 
customers Breguet had at that time. 

The Queen of Naples, however, wasn't the only queen who 
patronised Breguet. The other, arguably more legendary, figure was 



Marie Antoinette, Queen of France and Navarre (1774-1792). Fier royal 
highness was known for her excessive living and expensive taste, 
even as the phrase "let them eat cake" appears, as it were, to have 
been attributed to her erroneously, indeed, there is no evidence that 
the Queen had actually said it. Still, there remains no doubt as to her 
extravagant preferences with timepieces. The watch commissioned 
in her honour in 1783 by Count Flans Axel von Fersen reflected this 
perfectly. Watch No. 160 contained every known complication at 
that time - clock, perpetual calendar, minute repeater, thermometer, 
chronograph, power reserve, pare-chute (invented by Breguet), chime, 
and independent seconds hand. 

Ironically, the Queen never got to see this timepiece, much less 
own it, for it was only delivered 34 years after she was executed. 

Qver time, the watch eventually became a part of the watch collection 
of the LA Mayer Institute for Islamic Art in Jerusalem, but stolen in 
1983 along with numerous other watches. Decades later in 2007, 
it resurfaced when the widow of the genius art thief Na'aman Diller, 
the very thief who stole the watch, returned the items - a deathbed 
request. In 2008, Breguet unveiled a replica of No. 160, which was 
commissioned by the brand's late chairman and CEO Nicolas G 
Flayek, as a tribute to this important chapter in its history. Watch No. 
1160 belongs to Breguet's archives, while the recovered No. 160 has 
returned to the LA Mayer Museum, hopefully for good. 
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Q^acheron Constantin famously supplied watches to r^al families 
within and without (Europe, thanks to the intrepid traueb of 
c^ranfois Constantin 



Q^acherm &mstantm 

Being the world's oldest watchmaking manufacture, Vacheron 
Constantin has encountered its fair share of kings and queens, 
and seen the rise and fatl of many royat famities - make that 
dynasties. Indeed, Vacheron Constantin was a famitiar name 
to monarchs around the world, not only in Europe. Its founders, 
Jean-Marc Vacheron and Frangois Constantin, were among 
the earliest pioneers of international business, where Vacheron 
was primarily in charge of producing the pieces and Constantin, 
the sales and marketing of them. Having served a long and 
prominent list of royal clients, from the Napoleans of France and 
the Umbertos of Italy, to Emperors Franz-Josef of Austria and 
William II of Germany, it stands proudly as one of the Big Three 
haute horlogers of all time. 

Continuing this streak well into the 20^^ century, Vacheron 
Constantin famously supplied watches to royal families within 
and without Europe, thanks to the intrepid travels of Constantin. 
One of its biggest customers was the Maharaja of Patiala, Sir 
Bhupinder Singh (1900-1938). This most famous Maharaja that 
Patiala had ever known was also known for his penchant for 
extravagance. During his rule, he had built numerous buildings 
and he was also a great patron of sports, namely cricket. The 
Maharaja also built the city's first airstrip and was its first user, 
being also the first man in India to own an aircraft. 

Between 1914 and 1915, Vacheron Constantin created a 
tiny oblong movement named Le Tuyau, or the pipe. Measuring 
26mm in length and 6.5mm in width, it was considered a 
forebear of the famous baguette movements that gain favour 
during the Art Deco period. The manufacture further developed 
it and, in 1916, made a curved version of it to be set in a lady's 
bracelet. This elegant creation was acquired by the Maharaja 
as soon as it was finished. Made of gold and diamonds, 
it showcased the inimitable craftsmanship of Vacheron 
Constantin. Openworked, hand-chased, and engraved, its 
baguette movement sat atop a curved rectangular base plate 
that allows the time to be viewed in profile. 

In addition to the Indian market, Vacheron Constantin also 
had clients in Egypt, namely Fuad I (1868-1936) King of Egypt 
(1917-1936) and his son, Farouk (1920-1965) who succeeded 
Fuad I upon his death in 1936. [Editor's note: Fuad I is sometimes 
written Fouad I] The famous Vacheron Constantin King Fouad 
I pocket watch is as grandiose as the man who owned it. This 




Fitted with the tiny 
Le Tuyau movement, 
this etegant gotd and 
diamond creation 
was owned by the 
Maharaja of Patiata, Sir 
Bhupinder Singh 



remarkable 18K gold timepiece features a silver dial graced with 
12 complications - a split-seconds chronograph with 30-minute 
register, a perpetual calendar, displays of the date, day, month, 
leap year, and moon phase, as well as a minute repeater striking 
three gongs on demand, grande sonnerie striking the hours and 
quarters on three gongs, and finally, petite sonnerie striking 
the quarter hours on three gongs. The striking mechanism 
possesses its own winding train distinct from that of the 
46-jewel movement. 

King Fuad was presented this watch in July 1929 by the 
colony of Swiss people living in Egypt to mark the King's visit 
to Switzerland. In the possession of a private owner today, it 
most recently exchanged hands in 2005 at an auction organised 
by Antiquorum, and sold for a record sum of CHF3,306,250, 
making it the most sought-after pocket watch in that sale, and 
the fifth most sought-after pocket watch in the world. 

The Royal Egyptian coat of arms is featured on the case 
back, hand-painted in traditional grand feu enamel. Underneath, 
a personalised message from the Swiss community to the 
King: "Vacheron & Constantin Geneve, A Sa Majeste Fouad ler 
Hommage de la Colonie Suisse d'Egypte, 1929". 
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Presented to King Fuad 
I of Egypt by Swiss 
cotonists, this watch 
boasts 12 comptications 
and the Royat Egyptian 
coat of arms in traditionat 
grand feu enamet 






(;;^a6^er-'^£&mltre 

The Jaeger-LeCoultre manufacture is another one that has been in existence for over a century, 
and its flagship timepiece, the Reverse, has been a long-time favourite of some members 
of royalty - and for good reason. This wristwatch with a unique patented swivel case offers 
something no other watch does - a flat, solid case back on which one's family crest, initials, 
picture, or secret message could be engraved or painted. More importantly, thanks to the 
one-of-a-kind swivel construction, the Reverse's case back could be easily revealed should the 
wearer decide to flash the symbol of his house or a portrait of a significant other. Enough about 
wearing one's heart on his sleeve; with the Reverse, you're literally wearing it under the cuff, 
and can show it off anytime you please. This resonated impeccably with the manufacture's 
royal customers. 

The British royal family famously wore Jaeger-LeCoultre watches at public events, 
most prominently. Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth ii. As a matter of fact, the Queen wore a 
Jaeger-LeCoultre timepiece on her Coronation Day in 1953. The watch in question was 
an ultra-feminine bracelet watch studded with brilliant-cut diamonds and powered by the 
smallest mechanical movement in the world. Calibre 101. Made in the Art Deco period 1929, 
this remarkably small movement contains 98 tiny parts totalling less than one gram. To mark 
the Queen's Diamond Jubilee, Jaeger-LeCoultre gifted the Queen a 101 jewellery timepiece in 
2012, which was made as a tribute to the one she had worn on her coronation. 

Apart from Queen Elizabeth ii, another member of the British royal family that famously 
adored Jaeger-LeCoultre (among many other luxury marques) was Edward Viii. Dapper and 



suave, the bon vivant in him certainly paired 
well with the elegant design codes of the 
Reverse. His spouse, the famous Wallis 
Simpson, too adored all things beautiful 
and luxurious. Since the Reverse is a watch 
conceived on indian soil, many have also said 
it was doubly fitting that Edward Viii wore the 
Reverse since he had also been, albeit for a 
short period. Emperor of india. 

in 1937, Jaeger-LeCoultre was 
commissioned a Reverse model in stainless 



steel and yellow gold with the royal crown 
engraved on the case back, plus the King's 
name and the planned year of coronation. 

This watch, however, was never delivered 
since Edward had apparently discharged his 
duties as king. Today, it belongs in Jaeger- 
LeCoultre's archives. Says Sebastien Vivas, 
heritage manager for Jaeger-LeCoultre, in a 
comment for the New York Times, "The watch 



should not exist, it is a memory of a history 



that never happened." 




Top: To celebrate her 
Diamond Jubilee, 
Jaeger-LeCoultre 
made a replica of the 
Art Deco 101 watch 
worn by the Queen 
of England at her 
coronation 
Bottom: The Jaeger- 
LeCoultre Reverse 
personalised for 
Edward VIII circa 1937 



184 






Bulgari Monete necklace 
with an ancient Greek sitver 
coin owned by Princess 
Grace of Monaco 



(bulgari 

Of course, it is not just the watchmakers, but also jewellers who 
benefitted from the patronage of royalty since time immemorial. 
Naturally, as time went by, jewellers were - and still are - more 
popular with the feminine audience, so countless necklaces and 
bracelets, rings, earrings, not forgetting crowns and tiaras, have been 
created for royal hands, necks, and heads. Classic, time-honoured 
high jewellery maisons like Bulgari, Cartier, Van Cleef & Arpels, 

Graff, and Chaumet figured prominently in the history books of royal 
families. Thanks to their long company histories and indisputable skills 
in the craft, these maisons continue to provide modern royal members 
with timeless treasures. 

With its lengthy and storied history, not to mention its distinctive 
style and flair, Bulgari is the maison of choice for numerous queens 
and princesses. The look was, and still is unmistakeable: Coloured 
cabochon stones, ancient coins set in gold, and exotic shapes and 
figures like the ever endearing Tubogas or Serpenti. Members of 



royalty who have famously been big fans of the Italian jewellery 
include Princess Soraya of Iran and the style icon Grace Kelly. 

Princess Soraya owned numerous pieces of the maison, 
including a pair of pendant earrings in platinum with diamonds and 
rubies, as well as an exquisite 18K gold necklace with sapphires, 
emeralds, rubies, and diamonds. The necklace had been a gift to the 
princess (then Queen) from the Shah of Iran in 1961 even though their 
marriage was already about to end. 

Bulgari was also a favourite of HSH Princess Grace of Monaco. 
Among a selection of other pieces, the princess owns a Bulgari coin 
necklace, also called the Monete necklace, and was spotted wearing 
it at least once, in 1978, while admiring a display of jewels with Alain 
Boucheron at the Hotel de Paris in Monte Carlo. This graceful piece is 
decorated with a gold shield motif bordered by brilliant-cut diamonds 
and a tetradrachm (ancient Greek silver coin) of Alexander the 
Great (336-323 BC). The angular central panel of this necklace is a 
distinguishing feature of Bulgari early 1970s coin jewels. 







Sir Yadavindra 
Singh, Maharajah of 
Patiala, wearing the 
incredible diamond 
and platinum 
ceremonial necklace 
created by Cartier in 
1928 for his father. 
Sir Bhupindar Singh 
of Patiala 



The Duke and Duchess of Windsor at the 
Gala a t'Orangerie ball at the Chateau de 
Versailles, June 1953; Wallis Simpson 
^ wears an amethyst, turquoise, and 
diamond necklace made in 1947 



&artier 

Famously, and thanks to King Edward VII of England, Cartier is 
known as the King of Jewellers and Jeweller to Kings. Not only has 
the French maison been a consistent supplier of jewels to royalty 
since its founding, it has been the preferred one. Case in point, for his 
coronation. King Edward VII placed an order for 27 tiaras and also 
issued a royal warrant to Cartier in 1904. Other royal families followed 
suit swiftly. Of all the pieces Cartier has ever produced for its royal 
clientele, probably the most fabled and most well referenced would be 
the necklace made for the Maharaja of Patiala, Sir Bhupindar Singh. 

The story goes that, in 1929, the Maharaja arrived at Cartier 
bearing huge trunks containing exquisite gemstones acquired from all 
over the Eastern hemisphere. Fie ordered Cartier's craftsmen to set 
them into a necklace that combined the aesthetics and traditions of the 
Indian culture as well as those of its Parisian fine jewellery heritage. 
This final creation was a behemoth, albeit a breath-taking one, 
comprising 2,930 diamonds for a total of 926.25 carats. 

The centrepiece is a 234.65-carat yellow diamond - the world's 
seventh largest diamond - that made the necklace priceless and 
beyond compare. Stolen around 1948, the Patiala necklace then 
famously reappeared in a Sotheby's auction in Geneva in 1982 where 
it sold for US$3,160,000, despite there being a number of missing 
gemstones. Today, the piece belongs to Cartier's archives, after four 
years of painstaking reconstruction. The missing stones have been 
replaced with cubic zirconia and synthetic diamonds. 

Since it was Edward VII of England who dubbed Cartier the 
King of Jewellers and Jeweller to Kings, it would not be surprising 
that generations of the English royal family have been big fans of the 
maison. Not only did Cartier produce jewellery, crowns, and tiaras, but 
also luxury objects like clocks, cigarette cases, writing instruments. 



and more. The Duke and Duchess of Windsor were renowned for their 
love of all things luxurious and exquisite, specifically the Duchess's 
love for Cartier jewellery. Wallis Simpson was a woman of bold 
and avant-garde tastes. Fler collection of Cartier jewellery included 
numerous iconic and spectacular pieces like the panther clip brooches, 
of which the Duchess was extremely fond. o 
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^he ^uke and duchess o/Q^mdsor were renowned far their lore of all thing^s 
luxurious and earfuisite specif eallp the duchess's lore for &artierjewellerp. ofBer 
collection of &artierjewellerp) included numerous iconic and spectacular pieces 




Paris Draperie twisted gotd and ptatinum 
necktace with brittiant- and rectangte-cut 
diamonds, a heart-shaped amethyst, 27 
emeratd-cut amethysts, and one ovat cut, with 
turquoise cabochons. Designed at the behest 
of the Duke of Windsor, who personatty chose 
every stone except for the turquoise 



The Duchess of 
Windsor owned severat 
Cartier jewettery 
pieces, inctuding these 
panther brooches 
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INTERVIEWS 



TRIPLE THREAT 

As the CEO of not one, but three luxury watch brands, Marc Hayek 
believes in the importance of a strong identity 

WORDS & INTERVIEW CELINE YAP 




i 



M arc Hayek is an extremely busy man. Since 
2012, he has been the CEO ot Breguet and 
Jaquet Droz, in addition to Blancpain, a brand 
he has helmed for 13 years and counting. Under his astute 
stewardship, each manufacture has been encouraged to 
embrace even more tightly to its unique DMA. Not that 
that wasn't the practice before Hayek's arrival, but in the 
past three years, the products presented at BaselWorld 
by Breguet, Blancpain, as well as Jaquet Droz, had been 
nothing short of astounding. 

Breguet continues innovating and staying on the 
farthest tip of the curve, while Blancpain has become 
synonymous with cultural and artisanal timepieces. 
Jaquet Droz, too, finds much inspiration in its 
heritage, combining the ancient craft of automata with 
watchmaking. Hayek's staunch belief in having a strong 
identity for each brand, is thus, the linchpin holding them 
all together. It helps that Hayek is a man of many talents 
and passions. Obviously, watchmaking is one of them, 
and so are scuba diving, rally racing, oenology, and 
gastronomy. For the 44-year-old Swiss, the only way to 
do anything well in life is to put in your 100 per cent - and 
he certainly walks the walk. Ask him anything about 
Breguet, Blancpain, or Jaquet Droz, and he answers - 
refreshingly - with candour. 

You've been at the helm of the Swatch Group's three 
most prestigious brands For a Few years now. How's the 
job treating you? 

My love and passion is the product. Sometimes, you don't 
have time for everything that you would like to do, but 
I am very happy about the development of each of my 
three brands, because the identity and the way we are 
going, the DNA, spirit of our creators, of each individual, 
is more alive than ever before today. If you look at Jaquet 
Droz, we're not only bringing out automata, but we're 
doing so much more. We are creating emotions. We 
create without limits. What is also important is that we 
have to look at everything, and Jaquet Droz is developing 
nicely on the side of figures and consistency. Everything 
is thought out for the long term. Jaquet Droz will always 
be a niche brand by nature. That's right; it's good. But still, 
I want to develop more. 
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What are you primary concerns right now? 

The world had been so influenced by the hype that came with the new [China] 
market. We've recorded 50 per cent growth, 60 per cent growth... But this 
is not something that would last. Now the reality of a normal market is back, 
and it fluctuates up and down. Some brands suffer because the profit made in 
this time is not real. They have a limited production capacity, and what they 
do is increase prices to meet the demand. Sure, they make a profit, but it's not 
reality. Later on, they'll have to decrease their prices, and maybe would have a 
big problem because that is a crisis. Look what you've done to yourself. Across 
the industry, there's a drop in average price depending a bit on brand, but more 
or less in general, it tells you quite a bit about the industry. 

How have your brands reacted to the volatile economic Forces aFFecting the 
watch market in 2014 up to the First halF oF 2015? 

Blancpain and Jaquet Droz both have a good collection of steel watches and 
classic models, and this works for the brands in terms of staying competitive. 
For Breguet, it's a bit different because of the guilloche dials, the use of gold, 
and basically, the large amount of handcraftsmanship, but that's the DNA of 
the brand. You can't simply make new watches in steel just like that, because 
that would be changing the brand, i have to say that now we are entering hard 
times, but even though the average prices might be a bit lower, we have seen 
almost 20 per cent increase in quantity. That means 20 per cent more watches 
and clients, i think that's great. So the consumption is there, if you have a really 
big crisis, there wouldn't be any consumption. 

One prevailing trend in Southeast Asia is the tourist-driven buyers' market, as 
opposed to domestic buyers. Do you think that the strength oF the Swiss Franc 
could give you some leverage in terms oF introducing price adjustments to 
entice the domestic market to buy? 

As a result of the Swiss franc decoupling from the Euro, we had to increase 
prices in the Eurozone because the difference was too big - about plus minus 
eight per cent. But you can't keep following the fluctuations in currencies, 
because then you'd have to set new prices every week. We try to always 
keep that without taxes because, again, that's not our problem, i don't think 
you should react to the brand by saying that someone buys a watch, and then 
imports it illegally, then we have to compensate. No, sorry, that's illegal. The 
tax is something in your country, it's out of our hands. Still, if you're quick 
enough and you see currencies fall, then you can always get the best deals 
somewhere, it's unavoidable. The chaser of the best price will always chase for 
the best price. 

These days, inFormation on the web is so prevalent. Everyone gets all the 
details - prices, specs, where to buy, stock availability,etc - as long as there's 
Wi-Fi. Is this more a boon or bane to your business? 

i think it's not such a huge part of clients that would be so extreme, like i have 
to get this and then travel for that. Calculate how much to spend on the trip, 
and so on. Yes you have them, but they're not the majority. The majority enjoys 
travelling and there is a moment where they discover a nice watch at a good 
price. Or if you go to Switzerland - Switzerland has always been expensive, 
even before the decoupling of the Euro - you will buy a Swiss watch. People 
like that, it's why Switzerland is still the biggest market for luxury watches. 




Jaquet Droz's primary DNA is artisanal 
watches that highlight the beauty of metiers 
d'arts and other crafts tike automata 
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BreguetTradition 
7097 Automatique 
Seconde Retrograde; 
even at the entry tevet, 
a Breguet Tradition is 
not easity accessibte, 
due to the use of 
guittoche diats, gotd, 
and a targe amount of 
handcraftsmanship 



Are you doing anything at all to ameliorate the side eFFects oF the 
Internet? 

The world today is one world. That's why for me, it's important we 
have one strategy, one identity. If we didn't have to consider taxes, 
we'd have the exact same prices everywhere in the world. That's an 
ideal world. At the same time, something like a Breguet, or a Jaquet 
Droz, or a Blancpain, there has to be a certain amount of stability, 
especially on prices because clients invest the money. I'm not all 
for flipping watches for a quick buck, but it is likelier than not that 
after a period of time, these watches increase in value. Watches are 
investments that retain value, more so than most cars. We have top 
sellers that are 10, 12 years old. We create timeless pieces and also 
modern ones that are in season - not in fashion, mind you. 

The Swatch Group is a massive conglomerate. What kind oF edge 
does this give you when it comes to standing up to economic 
instability? 

The price of gold, for example, has been rising and falling pretty 
dramatically. There were times when it was between CHF18,000 
and CHF20,000/kg. Then, it went up to CHF50,000 to CHF52,000 
when our production of gold watches was increasing. So I said, 

"Look, CHF50,000 is not the price because of gold consumption. It is 
because people put their money on gold, since everything else was 
too risky. It will come back down." If we pegged our prices to the price 
of gold, we would have to decrease prices when gold prices decrease. 
For this, it is more important to aim for stability internally. Plus, it's 
not good for the clients. Imagine buying a watch for CFIF20,000 more 
than your friend because you bought it much earlier. I don't want this 
to become a situation, not if I can help it. If the market is completely 
crazy with whatever, maybe then we have to go somewhere, but this 
would be extreme, so we would first try everything to prevent it. 



Figures released by the Federation oF the Swiss watch industry on 
Swiss watch exports For the First quarter oF 2015 showed only a two 
per cent growth. Is this the reality you've mentioned? 

The number I think is still quite a good situation. Of course, it's really 
a difference in brands. I mean it. It's really a difference in brands, 
between segments. The luxury segment at the moment is much 
more difficult than the lower end segment. That's why in a group, it's 
important to have all segments. You never want to change your brand. 
You cannot say, "Oh, luxury is out, so now it becomes more mass 
market", and then two years later, "OK, let's do luxury again." You 
have to stay faithful. Luxury is always the one that's touched the most. 
When the economy is up, it profits the most, and when the economy 
goes down, it suffers the most. That's just our business, and you can 
make this a little bit less if you don't do short-term actions to profit. 

Let's turn to technology. Breguet's novelties this year showcase 
a stunning array oF cutting-edge innovation. As the luxury watch 
industry continue to invent and reinvent, are we in danger oF one day 
becoming overly reliant on technology? 

Look back in history, in particular, Breguet's history. If you see 200 
years ago, AL Breguet did everything he was working with. Fie was 
the best and most avant-garde scientist of this time. Fie always tried to 
improve and find new ways. Now, a more recent example, the Nivarox 
alloy on hairsprings. If you take a watch today, no matter what brand, 
without Nivarox, you have a deviation of 30 to 50 minutes per day. 

No one can accept this. That is watchmaking. It is high-tech. Micro- 
mechanics. This is really crucial. We wouldn't be here today if there 
wasn't this inventive spirit. There were so many problems to solve 
- temperature, gravity, whatever. We have to resist the temptation of 
doing something just because it's new and we can give it a new name. If 
I cannot explain the reason or advantages for the client for the position 
of the watch, negative influences, magnetism, then we have a problem. 
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A watch is the only object of beauty and art that is also functional. If we 
lose this, then it will be nothing more than apiece of jewellery. A very 
big part of the watch is technology, because it stems from technology 



Yes, however, in the early years, watches were objects of technology, 
and hence, benefitted from all the technology it could get. Today, 
though, it is not. So how do you justify the use of technology in such 
a product? 

It's really the same. A watch is the only object of beauty and art that 
is also functional. If we lose this, then it wilt be nothing more than a 
piece of jewellery. A very big part of the watch is technology, because 
it stems from technology. Technology is tradition for watchmaking. 
Tradition is a spirit, it's doing things with the same way of thinking. 
That's respecting your traditions. I don't think there can be anybody 
who loves watches and loves the tradition of watchmaking without 
a fascination for the history of watchmaking. This person would say, 
"Wow look at this, imagine 20 years ago they achieved that. And 



that's why I love watches." Such a person could not be excited by a 
watch that offers nothing new, nothing cutting edge, nothing improved, 
and nothing changed. I don't think this would work in the long run, so I 
believe it is essential to continue this, but with substance, and an idea 
behind. Even though a mechanical watch is not necessary, no luxury 
is ever necessary. That's the beauty of it. 

So really you're just carrying on what AL Breguet had been doing in 
his time? 

What would AL Breguet do today? He would try to find something to 
improve, to do differently, to use a new material, because that's all 
he did in his life. If you do it in this spirit, I think you will respect his 
tradition and where you come from. o 
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FOLLOW YOUR ART 

Managing director of Hermes International, Guillaume de Seynes, believes in having artisanal value 
in all of his products, from leather goods and silk products to fine timepieces and beyond 

WORDS & INTERVIEW CELINE YAP 




A n Hermes bag is more than just a bag. An Hermes scarf is 
not simpty an accessory. Likewise, an Hermes timepiece 
doesn't onty tell the time. For 178 years, Hermes has been in 
the business of producing the most beautiful objects in the world. How 
did a saddle maker end up being the modern world's ultimate byword 
for luxury? The answer, if you asked Guillaume de Seynes, managing 
director of Hermes international, lies in the company's ability to imbue 
art into everyday objects. 

in charge of all production activities at Hermes international, 
de Seynes is a sixth generation family member of the Maison. After 
making his rounds at some of the world's favourite French luxury 
corporations, he joined the Hermes group in 1997 as the international 
sales and marketing director of Hermes Watches in Switzerland. De 



Seynes was then appointed managing director of La Montre Hermes 
SA, and subsequently also took on the additional role at Hermes 
Sellier, as vice-president in charge of the metiers in 2004. Today, he 
is the managing director in charge of the manufacturing division and 
equity investments of Hermes international, a role that he has spent 
almost his entire career preparing for. 

Being so deeply involved and passionate about production, 
the burgeoning interest of La Montre Hermes in metiers d'arts is 
an excellent platform for de Seynes to demonstrate what makes 
an Hermes product an object of art. Literally fusing centuries-old 
traditional art with watchmaking, an Hermes timepiece transcends the 
realm of horology, into contemporary art. And that's exactly what de 
Seynes wants. 
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Hermes has done a superb job upholding a great number oF traditional 
craFts From within and without Europe. Tell us how the company 
decides whether or not a particular craFt is suitable For its products. 

It's a matter of meeting somebody; it's not planned, like, five years in 
advance. Of course, we've had this fantastic partnership with Anita 
Porchet - we love her talent. I think she loves working with us as well, 
because there are all these designs coming from the silk division, all 
this sense of colours that I think we are well known for. For us, Anita is 
really somebody we want to continue working with. 

What about the craFtsman For this year's Aka-E timepieces? 

In the case of Master Buzan, the Japanese painter, that was really 
something else. We organised a trip for several people from Flermes, 
from different activities of Flermes - craftspeople, including our 
creative director. Our team was invited to this province in Japan to 
visit some of the craftsmen from this region, which is a very well- 
known region for traditional crafts in Japan. When Philip [Delhotal] 
discovered this special technique of porcelain painting, he thought 
it could be tested. It was not planned in advance to have somebody 
or something specific with Japan; it was just love at first sight. We 
basically function a lot like that. 




Hermes combined 
French Sdvres 
porcelain with 
traditional Japanese 
art in the Slim 
d'Hermds Koma 
Kurabe, where Koma 
Kurabe is an ancient 
Japanese horse race 



Metiers d'arts has been a big theme For Hermes's watchmaking 
division in recent years. Has this done much to change the 
company's watchmaking philosophy in the eyes oF the customer in 
any speciFic way? 

When you talk about exceptional craftsmanship, most of our 
customers - in fact, make that all of our customers - know that it's 
really something deep and important for Flermes. It's really what 
Hermes is about, especially with our main activity, which is leather. 



It's about exceptional craftsmanship. So I think that was very natural 
and our customers understood it very well. What it demonstrated, 
what it adds to Hermes watches, is certainly to show, even to our own 
Hermes stores, the possibility of selling quite expensive pieces to the 
real connoisseurs. Of course, there are Hermes lovers, but there are 
also people who are just in love with the design and craftsmanship. 

So this is the perFect niche For La Montre Hermes then. 

It's true that, through these activities, we have sold pieces with a price 
that is above what we have done in the past. Metiers d'arts... it's like a 
drug. Once you have started, you want to continue. But it's a drug that 
doesn't hurt; it's not like others [laughs]. But that brought something to 
the company and I think for stores especially in places like Singapore, 
where they are very keen on selling such pieces, it's really exciting. 

The value oF metiers d'arts is rather diFFerent From what added 
Functions or complications bring to a watch. To imbue a watch with a 
traditional craFt raises it to the level oF an art piece, as opposed to a 
utility object. Do you Feel that this gives the company a certain edge 
over competitors who compete based on, say, price, trends, and so on? 
Well, I think our figures show the answers - all figures, generally, for 
Hermes. I think that we had quite a good year last year, with still a 
strong double-digit growth at 11 per cent. This is quite a contrast from 
other companies' figures. It's true that this evolution you've mentioned 
is, of course especially felt in China, going for us in a good direction. 

It's about finding objects, which are maybe a little bit more discreet, 
offering a true quality. I think people are more interested by the story 
behind the product, the quality that can be explained. For example, 
we have an event held in different countries and cities including 
Singapore, called Festival des Metiers where we, for one week or 10 
days, have different craftspeople demonstrating how they do things, 
but also talking to visitors and answering their questions. 




Slim d'Hermbs Perspective Cavalibre; 
Hermbs continually produces 
timepieces from all its collections 
with dials decorated with grand 
feu enamel in traditional or 
contemporary motifs 
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What was the market's response to the Festival? 

The events were extremely successful. We did it in the United States, 
Asia, Australia, Europe, everywhere, and the venue was always 
packed. We saw that some people realty took the time to talk to the 
artisans, and this is giving the value behind the product. The fact that 
there is one man or one woman behind the product, and the care it 
takes, the details that are involved, and so on, i think people are more 
and more interested by that aspect. They want to have the feeling that 
they pay a certain price, but once again, that is the reality behind the 
quality of the product. 

Financially, has this category of watches proven to give the company 
the returns it expects? 

At Hermes, my grandfather used to say, Hermes products are not 
expensive - they are costly. We always took at alt costs. We are 
craftsmen first, before being retailers. We always look at our costs so 
when people say, "Oh, the new quartz version of the new watch is not 
expensive," it reflects the reality of the cost of a quartz movement. 

Of course, a quartz movement doesn't cost the price of a mechanical 
movement or a manufacture movement. So naturally, the price of these 
exceptional pieces reflects the complexity, the costs which are behind. 

What about expectations other than financial ones? Does the 
introduction of such pieces achieve other goals For La Montre 
Hermes? For example, to reinforce its philosophy of being a purveyor 
of traditional handcrafts? 

it's true that all of these watches have always been watches equipped 
with quality movements. We have always combined the quality of the 
movement and the quality of its decor, and what is quite rewarding 




is that with those kinds of pieces, especially in Asia, we have men 
buying them and they are the first products they bought of Hermes. 
This means we are not only selling these watches to people who love 
Hermes and are already customers of Hermes. We sell these watches 
to people who are really interested by the piece, and they come 
to Hermes to buy it. Maybe their wives are already customers, but 
several cases are men who are buying an Hermes for themselves. This 
is extremely good, of course. 

Speaking of movements, Hermes has been very active in building in- 
house movements. What is the ambition for Hermes in this respect? 

in every category and in every activity, Hermes is about combining 
the best craftsmanship with a strong creativity. This is what Hermes 
is about, and this is what we have done for years since the beginning. 
When you say that, you can't say in watches that you have the 
best craftsmanship by only offering quartz watches. Quartz as a 
movement is extremely reliable and efficient, but it is an industrial 
product. That's why we wanted to develop the mechanical part of the 
collection and develop it with a true watchmaker. With the different 
movements they [Voucher Manufacture Fleurier] are producing for 
us, and complications as well, we are in a true craftsmanship spirit at 
the highest level of the industry. By having that strategy, I think we 
are more 'Hermes' in watches than ever before. We are more what 
Hermes should be, so we need to continue, it takes time. And the new 
watch of this year. Slim d'Hermes, is another step. 

Most of the movements the company has now are base movements. 
Would it be a mid- to long-term ambition for Hermes to have more 
complex creations such as its own integrated chronograph or 
perpetual calendar movements? 

We have several projects together with Voucher, of course. Last year, 
the Dressage L'Heure Masquee was completely made by Voucher. On 

Calibre H1950 made 
by the Manufacture 
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the long term, obviously, we wish to develop more things with Voucher 
where we have some shares. But it's going to take some time. 

Watches like the Dressage L'Heure Masquee are highly unique and 
also very apt For Hermes. How much Further will the company go in 
this direction? 

Creative time telling has given us a new dimension, I believe. The only 
thing is that we want to take a little bit more time. Maybe we were 
thinking more of every three years, for example. Because they are 
complicated projects, we need some time, and that's why I think the 
next one we are working on wilt be coming in 2017. 

One question on the big trend this year - connected watches. Working 
For a leading luxury company that has been around For generations, 
what's your take on the invasion oF the smartwatches into the territory 
oF luxury watches? 

It has to be watched carefully, of course. Everybody is talking about it. 
But I am a bit sceptical. Maybe it's going to be successful, that's not the 
point. For me, it's something different from the pieces we are selling. 

I think that in that category, those types of products become soon 
obsolete, so I don't know what is the next step. So, we observe. We are 
going to look at it. I think that people who are used to owning several 
watches are not going from one day to another and just focus on that 
new thing, forgetting everything else. I don't see it that way, but nobody 
knows that fact. It's too early. But personally, I'm not worried. 

Do you think it's conceivable that someone who already owns a 
lot oF highly complicated watches could simultaneously enjoy a 
connected watch? 

Yes, I think so. But not in my case. You have people who have beautiful 
watches and still, from time to time, wear a Swatch because of 
the design. Apple of course, is very strong on design. After that, is 
functionality. Is it really going to be used? In the case of Apple, you still 



need to have your phone with you, so I don't exactly see the point. But 
the design of course, is attractive. Still, I speak like a 57-year-old. I'm 
not 22, so I don't know how young people might react to that, which is 
another thing. 

The Slim d'Hermes is indeed very Hermes because in its elegance, 
there is also modernity. In what direction will this Family oF watches 
grow, and how do these ultra-thin watches Fit into the grand scheme 
oF things? 

The purpose of Hermes is always to propose beautiful objects, so this 
new watch is perfectly Hermes in style and design. I think the movement 
is beautiful. We hope to be extremely successful with this watch. The 
project for next year, however, will be completely different in terms of 
design, but also very Hermes. So this is the liberty of Hermes. I like to 
say that we like to surprise people all the time, because otherwise, if you 
are where people expect you to be, it's boring. As we are already an old 
lady, you need to surprise people, because you need to always attract 
new customers, create new temptations and dreams. 

What I Find most admirable about the Hermes company as a whole 
is the Fact that you take time to make a good product, as opposed to 
racing against the calendar. Is this a result oF the independent status 
oF the company? 

Yes. Certainly. I think that you know Hermes as a company, being 
family-owned for so long, gives us absolute autonomy on all decisions 
we take. In every aspect, we always look at the long-term perspective. 
We know that we are not just managers, who maybe will leave to do 
something else in two years. We know that we will be here for 10 years 
or even until we retire. We also know that in 20 years, even after we 
have retired, there will be our next generation of families. I think our 
predecessors also had that in mind - to receive something from the 
previous generation, grow it, develop it, and pass it to the next. We are 
really in that period, all of us, which gives a different perspective. o 
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THE SON ALSO RISES 

Expanding the company is one of Kingston Chu s ambitions, but the managing director 
and vice-chairman of Sincere Watch Ltd plans to do it slowly and steadily 

WORDS & INTERVIEW CELINE YAP 
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Sun Time Watch officially opened 
in April 2015, retailing popular 
brands like TAG Heuer, Bell & Ross, 
Longines, and more 



I t's been three years since Sincere Watch Ltd was acquired by the 
Hong Kong-based Chu family. Helming its operations and network 
of boutiques throughout the region, Kingston Chu is the multi- 
brand luxury watch retailer's managing director and vice-chairman. 
Chu, who was barely 30 when entrusted with the job of running 
Sincere, also had next to no experience with luxury watches. That is 
arguably a disadvantage considering the fact that Sincere is basically 
competing with generations-long family-run firms like Cortina and The 
Hour Glass, but Chu never let it diminish his confidence. 

Dapper and always affable, he has a background in business and 
finance, which makes perfect sense since his family also ran Kingston 
Securities in Hong Kong, in fact, Chu had spent some time on Wall 
Street before he joined the family business. Maybe his acumen with 
investment makes him well suited to run a luxury watch company - if 
watches could be perceived as investments. 

in April 2015, watch buyers and brand partners of Sincere 
witnessed the first fruits of Chu's hard labour: Sun Time Watch. The 
latest addition to the Sincere group of companies. Sun Time boasts 
a new retail concept that is aimed at cultivating watch appreciation 
among a younger audience. Where the Sincere boutiques are 
ostensibly targeted at mature and seasoned collectors. Sun Time, 
located at Ngee Ann City, will attract a younger, more vibrant 
customer profile that has a burgeoning interest in luxury watches. 

Chu mentions that Sun Time offers a stable of 10 international brands, 
each with its own unique watchmaking point of view and savoir-faire, 
including TAG Heuer, Longines, Tissot, Bell & Ross, and Corum. 

Chu's enthusiasm for watchmaking acts as the driving force 
behind his leadership approach and his acuity on the products. One 
could definitely say that in the short span of three years, he has risen 
immensely. Yet, Chu remains as candid as he is sincere, which is only 
apt for someone who represents Sincere Watch Ltd. 



Please tell us more about the conceptualisation stages oF Sun Time. 

i've felt that the accessible luxury segment in Singapore was a little 
underdeveloped, so i came up with this concept of a store that allows 
more flexibility for us to explore other brands without losing the luxury 
watchmaking DMA of Sincere. Over a period of one year, we've come 
up with the name, the aesthetic, etc. I want to have a space that is, 
on one hand, casual and relaxed, yet on the other, still unequivocally 
luxurious. The goal was to have a store that's not intimidating, and 
to be welcoming to young working executives, and also to serve as a 
gateway to traditional Swiss, German, and British watchmaking. 

Who are you targeting with Sun Time and how are these people 
different from Sincere Fine Watches customers? 

in terms of brands and products, we start from a few thousand 
Singapore dollars up to a maximum of $20,000. This is an 
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environment where you won't be intimidated by the $500,000 
pieces, which we have avaitable at Sincere Fine Watches. Still, 
the brands at Sun Time are watchmaking brands, luxurious, very 
big brands in their own right. We will attract customers who are 
beginning to want more than just an attractive watch on their 
wrists, but a watch that would enrapture them with a unique story 
and quality mechanics. 

What were the criteria used in selecting the brands For Sun Time? 

Brands in Sun Time have some overlap with Sincere, but not a lot. 
We have chosen quite well-known brands, big brands in their own 
right, popular with our target audience, and definitely i would say, 
more mass than the exclusive brands at Sincere stores. The most 
important is that these brands can stand on their own with very 
strong identities. 

Did the launch oF Sun Time create new partnerships For the 
company? 

Yes. Fiamilton, Rado, and Mido are some brands that we've not 
worked with before. We've worked with the Swatch Group, yes, 
but not these brands. To me, this is like old friends, but new 
gathering point. 

AFter running Sincere For three years, what can you tell us about 
the Southeast Asian watch buyer and market at large? 

Singaporeans are crazy about watches, i've noticed that 



Southeast Asian buyers are much more willing to experiment 
and to be an individualistic collector. There are a lot of matured 
collectors. I think that when you're well informed and well 
educated in the watchmaking world, you're not afraid to see 
yourself as a trendsetter as opposed to a follower. My experience 
in North Asia, on the other hand, tells me that image is key. Flow 
people perceive you, what watch you wear, that's really important. 
Nobody wants to wear a brand that others don't know of. 
Everybody wants a watch that gets recognition from people they 
meet. That recognition is very important, in Singapore, it's OK. 

The fact that few people have heard of a brand may not impact the 
buyer's decision to buy. Sometimes it might encourage the sale. 

The present economical climate has soFtened the luxury watch 
market For many brands, but you've gone ahead and opened a 
new watch boutique. What is your assessment oF the situation? 

We have seen a slowdown on the extreme high end, even in North 
Asia. Not many new high-end stores are being opened. On the 
other hand, the mid to low end has been opening, expanding, and 
growing. For Sincere, our fine watches are not so dependent on 
the market, although that being said, a good economy benefits 
everybody. Sincere retails a lot of unique high-end pieces, pieces 
which are not necessarily dependent on the market. Because 
they're so specific and we usually already have specific customers 
in mind for them, the question is more: Are the right pieces coming 
out? if our customers like them, it doesn't matter if the economy is 



Christophe Claret Allegro in 
rose gold; Sincere Fine Watches 
typically retails such one-of- 
a-kind high-end brands like 
Christophe Claret 
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strong or weak, they woutd be happy to oblige. On luxury's entry level, 
this is a market we've not tapped before, but of course, we are familiar 
with the trappings. I think the general economy, watch exports, and 
retail industry has slowed, but the pie is still very big. 

How do retailers like Sincere, and now Sun Time, react to the trend of 
mono-brand boutiques? 

Over the last five to 10 years, we've seen more mono-brand boutiques 
and I think it's an inevitable trend. It's a very good thing for the watch 
industry. Still, we know there is always a segment of customers who 
want to explore and compare. There is a certain satisfaction with 
laying out a few criteria on the watch you want to acquire, and then 
seeing a whole selection of them in front of you under one roof. If you 
go to a mono-brand boutique, you'll likely be told that everything in 
the store is good. But a multi-brand store will advise you according to 
your tastes, lifestyle, and maybe price range. So I think the multi- 
brand concept is still very viable. 



A number of brands have adjusted their prices downwards at the 
beginning of this year. How has this affected your business? 

It's like ripping a Band-Aid off your arm - painful, but necessary. I think 
it's good overall for the market. I think a healthy market is more important 
than any short-term gain. A decrease in price is better for the long term. 

Do you believe that luxury is always changing, or is it a fixed notion 
across all generations? 

To me, you can never satisfy a person's craving for luxury. There's 
never a point where someone will say, "Ok I've now experienced a 
certain amount of luxury and am satisfied." The nature of luxury is 
that it's always improving and evolving. The moment you think you 
have the best car or phone, for example, something new will come 
out and you'll want that. There's always the search for the next best 
thing. That's what keeps luxury going as well, not just providing the 
same thing to your customers year after year. It's always searching for 
what's best for the customer. o 



The nature of luxury is that it's always improving and evolving. The 
moment you think you have the best, something new will come out and 
you'll want that. There's always the search for the next best thing 
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EVENTS BY KELVIN TAN 



A SENSATIONAL AFFAIR 

With The Hour Glass, Patek Philippe hosted a glamorous private dinner 
worthy of its 2015 BaselWorld novelties 




^Batin Jacqueline 



-f^illai and Datuk 
Subramaniam Pillai 









Date Baharuddin Mustafa, 
Datin Rosnaw^ti, Daphne 
Yap, Dr Kenny Chan and 
Robin Chung 



FWEKPHIUPPE 



Datin Dr Kalpana-^ 
Maghji and Datuk 
Dr Devan Pillay 



40UKGI 



Dr Kenny Chan, Deepa Chatrath, 
Datin Rita Shum, Dato Alfred * 
Cheng and Teh Soon Kheng 



Datin Azlin*and' 
Dato Dr KhairuT 



P atek Philippe's 2015 novelties were in town and as an authorised distributor, The 
Hour Glass took the opportunity to host all of its top ViP customers for an exclusive 
preview before the watches hit the shops. General manager for Patek Philippe 
Southeast Asia, Deepa Chatrath, and regional sates manager, David Chan, warmly 
welcomed guests, as did senior representatives of The Hour Glass, group managing 
director Dr Kenny Chan and general manager Teh Soon Kheng. At the glamorous pop-up 
restaurant, AziamendiSS, everyone enjoyed a special menu designed by Spanish three- 
Michelin-Star chef Eneko Atxa, which was accompanied by music from one of our country's 
top violinists, Dennis Lau. o 



Azieen Nor Azizii 
David Chan and 
Robin Chung 
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toe HOURGLASS 



mi HOUR Gl 



THE HOUR GLASS 



Teh Soon Kheng, 
Wolfgang Sickenberg, 
Amy Chia, Francois Pied, 
and Nicole Mak 



Dato Simon and 
Datin Karen 



i GLASS 



ULVf 



Datm Su Day and 
Dato Steve Day 



Princess Becky and 
Michael Mantz 



AN EVENING 
OF DISCOVERY 



When Ulysse Nardin s 2015 
novelties arrived in town, The Hour 
Glass took the opportunity to gather 
with VIP guests and media friends 



Daphne Yap and 
Dato Jeffrey Raymond 



Aaron Loo ai 
Shannel Woe 



T he Hour Glass hosted a cocktail at 
Ulysse Nardin's flagship boutique in 
Starhill Kuala Lumpur to showcase the 
brand's new pieces for the year - something that 
connoisseurs here had been eagerly anticipating. 
General manager of the luxury watch retailer, 

Teh Soon Kheng, welcomed one and all, as did 
international sales director of Ulysse Nardin, 
Wolfgang Sickenberg, who also touched on the 
unique qualities of the brand, its products, and 
its innovations. Pieces from the four pillars of the 
manufacture were presented: Marine, Classico, 
Exceptional, and Functional. With fine watches 
for the mind, fine wine for the spirit, and fine food 
for the palate, it goes without saying that this had 
been another evening of pleasure and enjoyment 
by The Hour Glass. O 
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OCEAN DEEP 

Edox roped in free-diving champion 
Christian Redl for an evening of celebration 
and watch appreciation 



E dox is known for producing precision timepieces 

for international sporting champions of the sea, ice, 
and tarmac. For that, the brand invited its brand 
ambassador, the world-renowned free-diving champion under 
ice, Christian Redl, to come to Malaysia to officiate a brand 
appreciation night for local watch lovers. The event was held 
at the Fiilton Kuala Lumpur on 19 May. Incidentally, it was 
also the night to celebrate the 50^^ Anniversary of the iconic 
Edox Fiydro-Sub, which is regarded as the best ultra-tough 
diver's watch of its time. Also coinciding with the anniversary, 
the Edox Hydro-Sub has been given a 21=^ century update in 
the form of the Edox Hydro-Sub North Pole Limited Edition. It 
has been made the official watch of Redl's historic freediving 
expedition in the North Pole. On this special occasion, 

Redl shared stories of his amazing adventures with guests, 
especially his North Pole freediving experience. Guests also 
managed to preview the latest Edox watch collections and 
better understand the world of freediving. o 
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BY ANDREW ANG EVENTS 




THE HOUR V 



Ricardo Guadalupe, CEO of 
Hublot; Cissy Yen; Donnie 
Yen; Michael Taw^piSroup 
managing director orme Hour 
Glass; and Tay Ping Hui 



Joey Ng, Tay Ping Hui, 
Cheryl Wee, and V^lda Tan 



CELEBRATING 
WITH A BANG 



In neighbouring Singapore, Hublot 
unveiled its largest pop-up store in the 
world, with a Mexican twist 



O n 15 August, Hublot officially unveiled 

its largest pop-up store in Singapore that 
celebrated a decade of the Big Bang spirit, as 
well as Singapore's 50^^ birthday. Present to witness the 
momentous celebration were some 250 guests and media 
from Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Hong Kong, and 
China. International action star, Donnie Yen, officiated the 
opening alongside Hublot CEO, Ricardo Guadalupe. An 
ocular treat, guests were presented with a demonstration 
of lucha fibre - a form of professional wrestling 
characterised by colourful masks, rapid sequences and 
high flying manoeuvres. Exclusive timepieces such as the 
"Red Dot" Bang, and the Manufacture MP-05 La Ferrari 
Golden Jubilee were also released at the event. o 



Thai celebrities. 
Dr Nadthasedh 
Poonsapmanee 
and Janie 
Thienphpsuvan 



Min Guan and 
Mae Tan 
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BOUTIQUES 

Where to browse, buy, service, and repair your watches 



A 

AUDEMARS PIQUET 

UG29, Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

ATG WATCH 

Lot G25, FahrenheitSS, KL 

B 

BEDAT&CO 

UG31, Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

BELL & ROSS 

Lot 3.46.00, Level 3, 
Pavilion, KL 

BREOUET 

LL1, Lobby Level, JW 
Marriot Hotel, KL 

BRM 

CHRONOGRAPHES 

UG21, Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

BULGARI 

2.23.00 & 3.25.00, Level 2 
& 3 Pavilion, KL 

G20, Ground Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 



C 

CARTIER 

Lot C-G05, Ground Floor, 
New Wing Tower, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

CERRUTI 

G1.117&G1.118, Ground Floor, 
Sunway Pyramid, PJ 

P2.16.00, Level 2, Pavilion, 
KL 

CHANEL 

Lot C-G06-G07, Ground 
Floor, New Wing Tower, 

Suria KLCC, KL 

CHOPARD 

2.24.00 & 3.26.00, Level 2 
& 3, Pavilion, KL 

G33, Indulge Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

G07, Ground Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

CITY CHAIN 

F-126&127, 1st Floor, 1 
Utama Shaping Centre (Old 
Wing), PJ 

C09-C10, Concourse Level, 
Suria KLCC, KL 

F-92, 1st Floor Zone, Mid 
Valley Megamall, KL 



01-35, First Floor, Berjaya 
Times Square, KL 

LG60, Lower Ground Floor, 
Alamanda Shopping Centre, 
Putrajaya 

G01, 101 Mall, Puchong, 
Selangor 

1.20.00, Level 1, Pavilion, KL 

F26, First Floor, Jusco Bukit 
Tinggi, Klang, Selangor 

G70, Ground Floor, Jusco 
Bukit Tinggi, Klang, Selangor 

LG 1.112, Lower Ground One, 
Sunway Pyramid, PJ 

G9, Ground Floor, Lot 10 
Shopping Centre, KL 

Lot 170-01-12, Plaza Gurney, 
Penang 

Lot F-51, 1st Floor, Aeon 
Tebrau City, Taman Desa 
Tebrau, Johor Bahru 

Lot G-20, Ground Floor, 
Mahkota Parade, Melaka 

Lot G-59, Ground Floor, The 
Spring, Jalan Simpang Tiga, 
Kuching, Sarawak 

Lot G27, Ground Floor, Suria 
Sabah Shopping Mall, Kota 
Kinabalu, Sabah 



CORTINA WATCH 

G03/04/39, Ground Floor, 
Fahrenheit 88, KL 

122 & 123, 1st Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

G-231, Ground Floor, 1 
Borneo Hypermall, Kota 
Kinabalu 

170-G-33/33A, Ground 
Floor, Plaza Gurney, Penang 

Rolex StarhiU Gallery, UG34, 
Adorn Floor, KL 

D 

DAPPER & GENTRY 

Gateway @ KLIA2 

F 

FENDI TIMEPIECES 

P2.04.00, Level 2, Pavilion, 
KL 

G 

GUCCI 

G37-38, Ground Floor, 

Center Court, Suria KLCC, KL 

2.21.00 & 3.23.00, Level 2 & 
3, Pavilion, KL 



H 

HANG THAI WATCH 
HANG THAI WATCH 
SDN BHD 

G-49, Ground Floor, 
Tropicana City Mall, PJ 

HERMES 

UG30C, Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

HOUR PASSION 

G1, Ground Floor, Lot 10 
Shopping Centre, KL 

HOUR PASSION 
OUEENSBAY 

GF-98, Queensbay Mall, 
Bayan Lepas, Penang 

HUBLOT 

UG15(B), Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

I 

IWC 

3.40.00, Level 3, Pavilion, 

KL 

J 

lAEGER-LECOULTRE 

G36, Indulge Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 



K 

KHRONOS- UNIQUE 
HORLOGERIE 

UG1, Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

L 

LONGINES 

Lot 2.01.04, Level 2, 

Pavilion, KL 

LOUIS VUITTON 

G19, 23,29, 30&37, 

Indulge Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

G26A&B&G27, Ground 
Floor, Suria KLCC, KL 

M 

MAURICE LACROIX 

UG27, Adorn Floor, StarhiU 
Gallery, KL 

MONTBLANC 

2.18.00 & 3.20.00, Level 2 & 
3, Pavilion, KL 

G29, Ground Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 
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ORIS 

GK105, Ground Floor, 1 
Utama Shopping Centre (Old 
Wing), PJ 

OMEGA 

G15A&16, indulge Floor, 
Starhill Gallery, KL 

2.38.00, Level 2, Pavilion, 
KL 

LOI170-G-17/18, Ground 
Floor, Plaza Gurney, Penang 

P 

PATEK PHILIPPE BY 
CORTINA 

G41 & G42, Ground Floor, 
Suria KLCC, KL 

G39/G03-04, Ground Floor, 
Fahrenheit 88, KL 

PIAGET 

G38, Ground Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

R 

RADO 

P2.05.00, Level 2, Pavilion, 
KL 

RAYMOND WEIL 

Lot 105A, 1st Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

RED ARMY WATCHES 

G136, Ground Floor, 1 Utama 
Shopping Centre, PJ 

P4.04.00, Level 4, Pavilion, 
KL 

LI-07, Level 1, Tropicana City 
Mall, PJ 

RICHARD MILLE 

UG15A, Adorn Floor, Starhill 
Gallery, KL 

ROLEX 

3.37.00, Level 3, Pavilion, 
KL 

130, Level 1, Suria KLCC, KL 



S 

SEIKO 

Lot LG1.112, Lower Ground 
One, Sunway Pyramid, PJ 

SINCERE FINE 
WATCHES 

UG19,24, 34,&34A, Adorn 
Floor, Starhill Gallery, KL 

G34, Ground Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

2.01.07, Level 2, Pavilion, KL 

SWISS WATCH 
GALLERY 

2.46.01, Level 2, Pavilion, KL 

T 

TAG HEUER 

3.44.00 6 3.45.00, Levels, 
Pavilion, KL 

Lot 124, First Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

170-G-28, Plaza Gurney, 
Penang 

GF97, Oueensbay Mall, 
Penang 

G238, Ground Floor, The 
Gardens, Mid Valley City, KL 

THE HOURGLASS 

2.41.00, Level 2, Pavilion, KL 

G20 & G21, Ground Floor, Lot 
10 Shopping Centre, KL 

G226 & G227, Ground Floor, 
The Gardens, Mid Valley 
City, KL 

TISSOT 

G-11, Ground Floor, 

Fahrenheit 88, KL 

G009, Ground Floor, Mid 
Valley Megamall, KL 

Lot 209, Second Floor, Suria 
KLCC, KL 

U 

ULYSSENARDIN& 

REUGE 

UG22 & 25, Adorn Floor, 
Starhill Gallery, KL 



V 

VERTU 

2.53.00, Level 2, Pavilion, 

KL 

W 

WATATIME 

LG144, Lower Ground Floor, 
Sg Wang Plaza, KL 

G-055, Ground Floor, Mid 
Valley Megamall, KL 

2.61.00, Level 2, Pavilion, KL 

LG19, Lower Ground Floor, 
Subang Parade, PJ 

G107, Ground Floor, 1 Utama 
Shopping Centre (Old 
Wing), PJ 

G1.09, Ground Floor, 

Sunway Pyramid, PJ 

G52, Ground Floor, Mahkota 
Parade, Melaka 

G16, Ground Floor, Jaya 
Jusco, Kinta City Shopping 
Centre, ipoh, Perak 

WATCHSHOPPE 

F303, First Floor, 1 Utama 
Shopping Centre (New 
Wing), PJ 

G-043A, Ground Floor, Mid 
Valley Megamall, KL 

G1.123, Ground Floor, 

Sunway Pyramid (New 
Wing), PJ 

170-G-16, Ground Floor, 

Plaza Gurney, Penang 

WATCH ZONE 

Lower Ground Level, 

LG341A, 1 Utama Shopping 
Centre (New Wing), PJ 

WORLD OF WATCHES 
2 SDN BHD 

Unit 49B, Jalan Telawi 3, 
Bangsar Baru, KL 

GF16, Ground Floor, Bangsar 
Village ii, Jalan Telawi, 
Bangsar, KL 
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SERVICE CENTRES 



Alexander ShorokhofF 
Atop 

Alessandro Baldieri 

Basilika 

Buran 

Hirsch 

Itaynoy 

Junkers 

Nauticfish 

Poljot International 

Rsw 

S chaumburg Watch 

Sevenfriday 

Tacs 

Valour 

Zeppelin 

15-2, 15Th Floor, No. 1, 
Lorong 3/137C, 

Off Jalan Klang Lama, Kl 
Tel: 603-7772 8877 

Appetime 
Armand Nicolet 
Bedat & Co. 

Blu 

Brook Brothers 
Fendi Timepieces 
Franc Vila 
Hautlence 
Muhle Glashutte 
Rebellion Timepieces 
Romain Jerome 
Speake-Marin 
Tw Steel 
Zeitwinkel 

Level 5, Annexe Block Lot 
10 Shopping Centre, 

50 Jalan Sultan Ismail, Kl 
Tel: 603-2142 6328 

Bovet 

DavidofF 

Glycine 

Maurice Lacroix 
Salvatore Ferragamo 
West End 

Ground Floor 
Menara Keck Seng, 

203, Jalan Bukit Bintang, 
Kl 

Tel: 603-2148 9678 



Katharine Hamnett 

Luminox 

Soleus 

Columbia 

Cosmopolitan 

23-8, The Boulevard, Mid 
Valley City 

Lingkaran Syed Putra, Kl 
Tel: 603-2938 3938 

Bell & Ross 
Chronotech 
Guess 
Marc Ecko 
Nautica 

Victorinox Swiss Army 

12Th Floor, Kh Tower 
No. 8 Lorong P Ramlee, 
Kl 

Tel: 603-2056 6888 



Blancpain 

Breguet 

Ck Watches 

Certina 

FlikFlak 

Hamilton 

Longines 

Mido 

Omega 

Pierre Balmain 
Rado 
Swatch 
Tissot 

Level 22, Wisma Goldhill 
67 Jalan Raja Chulan, Kl 
Tel: 603-2050 8888 

Breitling 
Raymond Weil 

Suite 6.3, Level 6 Menara 
Weld 

No. 76 Jalan Raja Chulan, 
Kl 

Tel: 603-2031 8566, 
603-2031 6151 



Buhen & Zorweg 
Anonimo 
Erwin Sattler 
Fortis 

Officiana Del Tempo 
Orhita 

Tel: (65) 6392 1268 

Chronoswiss 

Certina 

Concorde 

Ehel 

Gucci 

Longines 

Patek Philippe 

Raymond Weil Rolex 

Suite 2206, 22Nd Floor, 
Cp 31 Central Plaza 
Jalan Sultan Ismail, Kl 
Tel: 603-2148 2814 



Graham 

Revue Thommen 
Cecil Purnell 

09-03, 9Th Floor, Menara 
Keck Seng 

Jalan Bukit Bintang, Kl 
Tel: 603-2144 6333 

Christian Dior 
Tag Heuer 
Zenith 

Suite 2305-06, 23Rd 
Floor Central Plaza, Kl 
Tel: 603-2140 8303 

Cyma 
City Chain 

G8, Jalan Puteri 7/13A 
Bandar Puteri, 

Puchong, Selangor 
Tel: 603-8068 6898 



Brera 

Damasko 

Junghans 

Perrelet 

Unit49B 
Jalan Telawi 3 
Bangsar Baru, Kl 
Tel: 603-2166 2345 

Seiko 

Alba 

Cp27, Suite 2601-04, 
26Th Floor, Central Plaza 
34 Jalan Sultan Ismail, Kl 
Tel: 603-2141 5163 

Brm Chronographes 

Ug21, Adorn Floor, Starhill 
Gallery 

181 Jalan Bukit Bintang 
55100 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel: 603-2148 1616 



Rolex Centre 

Menara Dion, #01-02 
27, Jalan Sultan Ismail, Kl 
Tel: 603-2072 2709 
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SUBSCRIBE! 

4 ISSUES OF MALAYSIA’S PREMIER 
WATCH MAGAZINE NOW ONLY RM30 



¥rORLDOF 



MALAYSIA PR£HIER 
WATCH PERIODICAL 



¥MTCHE8 

•IQ autumn 20K 

r / 




A. lAiNGE & OTHNE SAXQKiIA QOaLTIME 



Renaissance Brand 

SAVE 25% 

RM30 

FOR 4 ISSUES 



icns ^nd 



J1DE 

bwt watct«s 



+PLUS 

*TnfliiEfi«?Stif£lJT]pGan (?cyo!iy 
Migihlls^Cs ftjnerat. 

HuOiijf, FrorrA M-jfJer, ondmore 



WORLD OF 



WATCHES 




FOR SUBSCRIPTION ENQUIRES, 
EMAIL: SUBSCRIPTION@HEART-MEDIA.COM 
OR CALL US AT (603) 2148 9923 



TERMS AND CONDITIONS • Subscription is non-refundable and non-transferable. • Rates include 
postage and handling charges for delivery within Malaysia. • Please allow four to six weeks for delivery of 
first issue. • Offer available to readers in Malaysia only and not valid in conjunction with other promotions. 
• Subscription will continue upon expiry and Heart Media Sdn Bhd shall proceed to invoice for subscription 
fee, unless Heart Media Sdn Bhd is informed otherwise in writing. • Subscriber information may be used in 
future marketing or promotional activities. • Heart Media Sdn Bhd and the sponsor shall not be liable for 
any loss or damage suffered by the subscriber or any party in accepting, possessing, using or consuming the 
gifts. • For subscription enquires, call (603) 2148 9923 or email subscription@heart-media.com 



H 

HEART 

MEDIA 




mensfoliosg 




www,mens-folio,com 



@mensfolio 



( A 

DIGITAL EDITIONS 
ALSO AVAILABLE 

GET IT ON 

^ Google play 

Available on the 

S AppStore 

V ) 





LAUNCHING IN MALAYSIA 




SEPTEMBER 2015 



Enter a world of 
LUXURY 
through the eyes of the 
world^s leading authority on 

HIGH FASHION 



WWW. lofficielmalaysia. com 

Email us at info@heaH-media.com or contact us at +6o 3 2148 9928 



MALAYSIA 





D G TALED T ONS 



MAGZTER 



AppStore ^ Google play 



SL‘|jlufnbiH'l5 N^O! 











WORLD OF 

WATCHES 



PURE SUBSTANCE 



PUffi 

SUBSTAMCC 





HEART 

MEDIA 

SINGAPORE I KUALA LUMPUR I JAKARTA 
I HONG KONG I SHANGHAI 

ASIA’S 
FASTEST 
RISING 
MEDIA STAR 



HEART MEDIA 
GROUP 

CIO 2nd Floor, Mail Box 334 Fahrenheit 88 
179 Jalan Bukit Bintang 55100 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Tel: (603) 2148 9923 | Fax: (603) 2145 9923 

info@heart-media.com 

www.heart-media.com 










FINISHING 



QUIZ 

Are the following statements true or false? 



1 . To qualify as German silver, an alloy must contain at least 
15 per cent silver and 20 per cent nickel. 

2 . The main difference between a tourbillon and a carrousel 
lies in the arrangement of their respective power trains. 

3 . Grand feu enamel is immutable once it has been fired. 

4 . Traditionally blued steel commonly used in watch hands 
and movement screws is achieved via a chemical bath. 

5 . Movement finishing such as black polishing and Cotes de 
Geneve is strictly decorative, and thus optional. 



6 . The date on a perpetual calendar will never require an 
adjustment as long as the watch is kept running. 

7 . The tachymeter on chronographs is not printed for any 
specific unit of measurement, and can be used for all 
calculations involving rate. 

8 . In a minute repeater, cathedral gongs are considered a step 
up from traditional ones both for their technical complexity 
and their richer acoustics. 




Will a perpetual 
calendar such as 
this IWC Portugieser 
Perpetual Calendar 
ever require a date 
adjustment? 



•jauuuupq 0 hq >j3njis uaq/v\ BuqojqjA 

sj ]0q] SS0UU 0j:|xa aq:| uaAjb ajquuq jaqau 0 sa]0ajo Sjqi qujod auo ]sn[ ]0 :|uaLJuaAOLJu aq^ o} paq 30 :j :|0 sujauuaj :|nq 'a 3 uo U0q:j jaq^0j d 3 \N\} :|uaLJuaAOLJu 
aq:i sapjpua 6uo6 pjpaqp 3 v * 3 nji *9 -(ai 03 S aq:i jjo p0aj S0) jnoq jad s:|!un o] (pu0q puoaas qdajBouojqa aq:| hq pajnsaauu S0) :|!un jad spuoaas 
s:|jaAU 03 hiajauu japuuhqaa:! v * 3 nji */ 'suoqdaaxa uppoa saAiasuuaq:| sjaah daaj aqi -asiej *9 quauuaAOuu aq:| jo spad jaqp prupqo pu0 jjo >j0ajq 
pu op sjjnq pq:| sajnsua pu0 's:iJ0d uaa/v\pq uojpuj saanpaj :|! S0 'puojpunj osj0 sj Bupspy -asiej -g 'uojpandda paq Bq panjq aj0 spauoduuoa 
laa^s 'asiej jjo padajas aq japMod ssajB aq:| n\0]]q pq 'ip aq:| jjo Bjp ]]\n\ snpiag saajBap qqz Buuq appauujap! U0 'a>j0p!LJu 0 s,ajaqi j| 
•asiej *9 -pauuadaasa aq:| ja/v\od o} jaqpua pua 'aBaujao aq:| appj auo - supj] JoaB apjodas on\} saq jasnojjao aqi qajjaq aq^ o] >j 30 q paoaj^ aq 
U 03 pq:| upji jaaB ajBujs 0 Bq paja/v\od sj uonpjnoi aqi -ami *3 -oujz pao jad qz pua 'p>j3p pao jad qz 'Jsddoo pao jad Q 9 Bjiansn sj ]| -asiej *|, 

:sjaMSUv 
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AUTHORISED RETAILERS: Red Army Watches (One Utama T.03-77221336, Pavilion KL.03-21450218, 
Tropicana City Mall T.03-77100218) • DapperS Gentry (Gateway@KLIA2 T.03-87878344) • Yee Wah Hing's 
Watch (Bangsar Shopping Centre T.03-20945952) • Hing's Watch (Jaya Shopping Centre T.03-79325211) 
• Tai Hing Watch (Johor Jaya T.07-3546807) Sw/ee Cheong Watch Pen & Co (KB Mall T.09-7412700). 



EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR: TWB Marketing Sdn Bhd (1048515-T) 
FOR ENQUIRIES: malaysia@sevenfriday.com 



wm/. sevenf riday . com 

facebook.com/sevenfridaymalaysia I 0 @sevenfriday_malaysia 






CLE DE CARTIER 



ESTABLISHED IN 1847, CARTIER CREATES EXCEPTIONAL WATCHES THAT COMBINE DARING DESIGN AND WATCHMAKING 
SAVOIR-FAIRE. CLE DE CARTIER OWES ITS NAME TO ITS UNIQUE CROWN. CONSIDERABLE MASTERY WAS REQUIRED TO 
CREATE FLUID LINES AND A HARMONIOUS ENSEMBLE, A TESTAMENT TO ACCURACY AND BALANCE. A NEW SHAPE IS BORN. 



CortiricTwatch 

1 Borneo Hypermall, Kota Kinabalu ‘Tel: (608) 8485 269 • Starhill Gallery, KL*Tel: (603) 21421171 • Suria KLCC ‘Tel: (603) 2164 5175 • www.cortinawatch.com 




